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Have written to thee bow et Bikes W 
er how it will fare wick the #ruitleſs Profeſſor cha " 
* WF fiandcth. in the Vineyard. of God. 9 
| WF Of what Complexion thou arr, L cnnið,Lẽ certainly | 
divine; but the Parable tells che, that. the Cumber- 
round 'wuſt be cur down, _ 

A-Cum?-rground Profeſſor; is not only a Provocatiod- 
to Cod, 2 gabi Block to the word and 1 Blenvth 
ro Religin; but a Snare to his own. Sent alfo. Though | 
Eis Excellency mount up to the Heavens, and his' val 
each unto the C'ouds ; yet he ſhall periſh for ever, 

like his own Dung; they that haye Kees him dual 5 

ay, Where is he? Fob 20. 6. 

Now they count it Plegſure to giot in the Day-rims, 

2 Pet. 2. 13, 14 but whar l they do when the 4 = 
u fect rr? W _ Ml 
The Tree whoſe Fruit . is ſs _ 
Free without Fruit, a Tree twice dead, one chat _ 

muſt be p'uck'd vp by the Rogrs,. Jude 12. 
O chow Cumber-ground Y God expetts Fru, God | 
vill come ſecking Fruie-ſhorely, rp: 


My Exnhorta: ion therefore is to Profeſſors, that Ly 
ThE None 5 that — rake heed. 8 4 
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* 4 
: 
4 
* 
- 


— 


i EE I & the Beaker: 


5: Fe Barren Fg · tree in the Vineyard, and the Bremble 
i che end, are bortpropared for che Fre. 5 
| © Proferfion is mor 2 Covert to lriele from the Exe of þ 
God; nor will it palliate the revengeful Threatning of 
Bis Tuſtice; F he will command to cur it down fhortly, 5 : 
Ihe Church and a Profe ion are the beſt of Pla cei r 1 

viebt, bas the worſt in the World for the g. 

E Sd : de maſt be caſt, as profane, our Wicke 
_ 7 dal z. Caſt, 1 fay, over the Wall of the Ve. 
| yard, there to wither; thence to be gathered and 
burned. 7; had been better for them that they 2 4" 

bnown the Way of Righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 21. A 

it they had-nor, they had been Damned; 1 ir is | 
= 70.80 60 Hell wichour, than in, or. trom under 


ian: Theſe ſhah receive rater Dame, 


* 


HE, Profeſſor, read aud tremble : It thoub 
1 u.he 4 Profeſſor, read an tem thou be 
| 97 gg elf. Boy " the Righteous ſearcely 

be es aved, 957 ſball the Ons ly and Simmer appear? 
Aaunbe , eee of che rs; Hagen Kurer, 
ate a fs drain; 


IS ft TOS bes ee our . the Bok. 
FER 4 ie es 118 15 1 Mine cafe off 
dig ſahont thee, and dung thee, that thou may- 
28 bear 5 That when the Lord of the Vineyard 
* cometh with his Ax to ſeek for Fruit, or pronounce 
the S:n-ence of Damnation on the Barren, Fg: tree, 
"thou may iſt clca cape that judgment. The Cumber- 
25 . mult to the Wood- FSA * e the, 4 
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Tow tree, 42 naue > 0 5 ro EY 

Were . 
Ing faid, Lor 45 let. it. ale one this Te . 
unt il. I 775 2 b 22 and 75 
and. if.ur b car Fruit, II ant 1 n 
en after: that thou-ſhalt” cut it down, 


x the. begining of this chapter Ie 4 


N s 


: 
5 

— 9 
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read, how Tome of the Zews AA ( 

118 Jeſus Cb iſt, to tell him gf the Cu- 
Ew, of Pantixs Pate, in mingling the Blog, 4 
ds Galileans, with their Sac lies. Wl 


ln 8 ws 0 


Che Arten 13 2 
Heatheniſh and prodigious AQ : For therein 
he ſhewed, not only his Malice againſt rhe 
. Pe but al ſo beg 8 481 "© 
[| >104p,ang. con \T n Actt- 
| on, I 11 not 0 Ab but prodigi- * 
I! - ous 311 for the Lord 72/5 Panos, ing 
1 — | this Fact of his, reacherh the Fews, 
55 e 1 . they 19 82 all te: 1 

2 ie rci ſe, that is, by the Hand 
and — of the Roman Empire: Neither 
| Mould they be more able to avoid the 
| - Stroke Gray were thoſe. ezebteen upon whom || 

| © the Tower of Siloam fel, and flew then, @- 
| 5 19. 42, 43,..44+ The fulfilling of if 
2 ich Prophecy, for their hardneſs of Heart, 
* An 1 was in the Days of Tie 
Son of Peſps/ian, about Forty Years after 
| the Death of Chriſt. Then, I fay, were | 
ll Mtheſe 7ews, and their City, both inviron'd Mt 
round on every ſide, wherein both they and 
it, to Awazement, were miſerably over- t 
thrown. God gave them Sword Lp Fa- | 
mine, Peſtitence and Blood, for their = 
rage againſt the Son of bis Love : 
Wrath came on them 10 the irc, 
1 Theſ, 2, 16. 1 
Now, to prevent their old Sd: fooliſh 4 
i Sas, which they always had in iran Þ; 
= © ſuch Prophecies and Denunciatio rd 1 
he 


je 
FI ; 
2 
Ba” 


The Barren: ig tree 9 
of judgment, the Lord Jeſus preſents them 
with this Parable, in which he enphatical. 
Y ſhews them, That their cry of beingthe 
lemple of the Lord, and of their being the 
Children of Abrabum, &c. and; their - be- 
ing the Church of God, would not ſtand; 
em in any ſtead. As who ſhould ſay, It 
may be you think to help yourſzlves againft 
his my Prophecy, of your utter and una-; 
er voidable Overthrow, by the Intereſt which 
ie you have in your outward. Privileges: Bar 
„ 4¼/ theſe willfail you - For what think you? | 
7. A certain Man bad a Fig- tree planted. 2 
f 
U 
fs 


, 
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Ii Vineyard, and be came and ſoug hi Enit 
thereon, and ſound none. This is your 


« — 


5 Caſe; the Jewiſß Land is God's Vineyard; 
2 | 12 8 ; A e r 
er IL know it; and (Loknow alſo, that v a 
e bs Eig- trees. But behold, chere Wancetk 
4 Wthe main thing, which! is Fruit; for the 
4 fake, and in expectation of which, he ſet 
t- this Vineyard with Trees. Now ſeging the © 
Fruit is not found amongſt you; the Fruit, 
t. u, for the fake of which, he did ar rſt 75 
o plant this Vineyard; what remains, but 
2 that in Juſtice he command to cut bu 
down, as hoſe "that cumber the Graumd, 
: WF that he may plant himſelf another; Vine- 
WW yard ee Ther {aid he io the Dreſſer af bis iſ 
Vineyard, " Behold, theſe three Tears I come 
E © | uy Ons 
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dn Ab, oby cumbererb it 1he Ground? 


Ehe Bötren F me? 
Heels Bit an t his Eg tree, aud find none; ; 


Thitherefore muſt be your End, altho' you 8 


axe planted in the Garden of God; for the | 1 
bartenneſs and unfrairfulneſs of . "of 
| brine you muſt be cut off; yea, rocted | * 


„and caſt out of the Vineyard. . 
Ain Parables there are Gs Things to be | 3 - 
tab notice of; and to be <hquimd into of 3 / 
_ them that read. e kd, 
Firſt, The Meraphors made uſe off. 
- Secondly, The Doctrine, or Myſteries | _ 
 Wouched: under ſuch Metaphors. N 1 
be Merapbors in this Parable, ate (1) 
1 Man. (2.) A Viney ald. GG) A} x 
Hg tree; barren or fruitleſs, . 95 Alheſſer. 
* ) Phree ears. (6. ) Pissing and 
thping, Sc. 
iT he Budeine or Myſtery couched under | 
_  fheſ& Words, is to Thew us, What is like | I 1 
Sie a  Froiflefs or formal Profegor. 4 
01, 4 1 Jo dof 1 5 
Fe f. By che Man in the Parable, (Luke 15. 
279 A e Vin the Father. 

1. By the Vin ard, Iſiah: his | 
che e 7 A 5. 7): wir Pe 
3. By the Eg trer, a Profeſor.” 4 
ik "By! the Drehe, ne N bia 


1 6 ** 
4 
a 55 By | 
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| 5. By che Eig. irc $: bare die ien 
. s Eruitlefneſs. ... 

u 4 6. By the ihres Years, 5 Paton: of 

8 | 15 that for « lime 1 ex: endeth. 10 hurren 

ts Pio 22 


7. This calling to the” Diets; of the 
Vinyard 7v. cat 11. dowzz is to ſhew » 5 
z Out-cries of Fuſtice aga1nft 5 uiileſs F 70s 
> Jeffors: NIE 

$ 8. The Drefer's interceding, Is pe 
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9 ; J - of the head of bis Father's'4x, to top, of 


k leaſt to deter, breſent Execution; on CE 
) bparren. Eig- tree 
A. | 9. The Beep deſire to try. to make-| 


r. the 6; g- Hire Kruitful, is to fhew you, er 


9 1 untl he 4s that. even & barten £1 is cs 
aud vn, be 9 tos ten, and: Perifh. .- 85 

r 1 20. His D. ging abouf it and Dunging: 4 
e | of it, is to lhew, His willingneſs 108 = 


| Goſpel Helps to ths eee Aer, it ay 
Ly be may be fryirſul. . 7 


755 2 


may yet continuè ftuitleſs, is toſhew 


T 4 5 1. The Suppoſition chat the.” ait 


how the Lord Feſus ſteps. in, and takes hold, | 


1 
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4 1 
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is W when. Chriſt, Jeſus hath done all, Len 


1 . are Jeme. Pro x 1 0 We bar 75 | Ko 


1 


"Dr Wien | Iris: 


ee of ſuch Profeſſors atv. 
ble and eternal Damnation. = * 

"Bar to take rhis Parable into pieces an 
do diſcourſe more particularly, tho with . 
; TOY, upon all ths parts thereof. 


e Man Bud a E 3o-rree plnedin in” 25 
bis Vineyard. - Yo 


The Men, Itold you, is to reſent! to us p 
God the Father, by which Similirude He 1 is ; 
| | offen ſet out 20 the New "Teftament. 
| * Obſerve =, n, That it is no new ls: * 

yay find in God's Church barren Fig trees, 
Jade Profeſſors, even as here you ſez is a 
Tres, a fruitleſs Tree, a fruitleſs Fig ſrec in 
| the Vineyard, Fruit is not. ſo'eq/ily brought 
| | forth, as a Profeſſion is gf into; tis exſy 
; for a Man to cloath himſelf with a fairfhew 
In the Fleſh, to word it, and ſay, Be thou 
x Lratmed. and filled with the belt. *Tis. no 
þ hard thing to do theſe with other things; 
but to be ruisſul, to bring forth frais 4 
Cod, this doth not every. Tree; no, not 
Fea Es. xree, that ſtands go the Vineyard 
| Thoſe Words al fo, John 15. 2. 
| IE very Branch in me that beareth not Fruit, 

he rakerb away.] aſſert the ſame thing. 

dae aus Brasches in 1 Chriſt, in "Boo | 

oy 
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Body myſtical, (which is his Church, his 


? a. * f \ PLS *% 4 þ 1 $ Jo : +24 I. & * 2 2 
2 Is, LO e * ne | | . 
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w ; 4 4 5 of r x i 7 — a 
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Vineyard) that bear not Fruit, wherefore 


he Hand of God is to take them away. I. 
ooked for Grapes, and it brought forth wilt 


hat was acceptable with God. Again, 
7 10. 1. Iſrael is an empty Vine, be bring- 
th forth Fruit unto himſelf, none to God; 


any more, ſhew us the trurh of the Obſer. 

Pation, and that God's Church may be cum- 
ered with fruitleſs Fig- trees, with barren 

£2 "Bat 


Although there be in God's Church that; 


* 


Pe barren and fruitleſs; yet, as I aid, 7 
te to, they are like the zeſt: of the Trees, 


Nillou, nor a Thorn, nor a: Bramble, but 
BFe-iree, Ezek. 33. 3 1. They: came befurs 
ee ar thy People cometh; Iſa. 58, 23, 44 
hey delight tu knowimy: Ways, a Nation 

at did Righteouſneſs, and forſook not 

e Ordinantes of. ibeir God: they ask of 
the Ortlinances of ' Fuſtice,' they take le.. 


| TERS „ n 
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Grapes, Iſa. 5. 4. that is, no Fruit at! alk 


ke is without Fruit to God. All theſe, with: | 


ven a Fig tree: Twas not an Oat, nor a; © Wi 


Webs in approaching. 1% God; and yer'but i 
Warren, fruitleſs, and unprofitable Profeſ :- 


oY - The Barren fictes 3 
Diſciple, an Apoſtle, Preacher, an Qffeery : 
yea, and ſuch an one as none < the Eleven 
miſtruſted, but-prefer'd before th: 2mlelbves,| 
each one crying out, Io e dear. 12. Mark 1 
14 19. none ot chem, as we read of, Gfobn 
6. 70, miſtruſting Nudes, yet he! 51 
ye was the harren big-trees. & Devil, + 
2 flels Profeſſor. The tooth Virgins al 

ip went forth of the World with, che other; 
had Lamps, and Lieht, and were-awakenY 
ed with che other yea, had boldaels to 2 
forth, when the Mid-night Cry was made, 
with the other; and thought that the 
could have look d Chriſt in the Face, when 

he ſat upon the Thtone of judgment, Wit 
due ocher; and per hut I but dre! 
Pg ties, bat fruitleſt Protefiors, Alas.) 

=. 22,2234. 21 %% ſalth Chrift, will fay unta m 
n thut Day, this and thir, aud will alli 
WW ratk of mam wonderful Works; yet, be 

hold, he finds nothing in them, but th 
Fruu c Sof Kl niHhteoutnefs: They wwerea 
l er barten — _— Peothijors * 
X 3s N Bug. SW N. nn "a 

8 e > . F 4. beg. tele lange N 
Artis Word. {planted Þ--doth\aifÞ:teac 
far; it fuppoterwmononakenourhits:mil 

-  TabSoff, or tem rom the plabei it ge 
in Nel hat deenrd. abe Caen 
e Awaken | 


The Barren os - 


vw Awaken'd ;-and not only ſo, but by 

1M Hand carry'd {rom the World to the Chufch; 

„ Yom Nature to Grace; ſrom Sin to Godli: 4 
K nefs, P/a7: $0. 8. Thou -breughreſ? a Vine | 


then, und plant it. Of ſome of the Branches 
of. this Vine, were thete unfruitful Profeſ- 
ſors. 


r It 1 bin tacks. ROY GE) That this BY 
en! Profellor (that remaineth notwithſtanding 
fruitleſs) is, as to the View and Judgment | 


of the Church, nightly brought in chither; 
falſe Brethren creep in unawares.) Albtheſe 


them, conſents they ſhonld abide in the 
b — But before God, in the fight of God, 
al 2 off Fir. n i 


Y * 
tec 
naighat is ſo inderd. Otherwiſeg bei planted, 


"18 
ale 
en 


1 


4 


eur o, Egypt; thou did}t- caſt out the Heu- 8 


to wit, by Conleſſion of Fiith, of Sin, wo 32 
Shew of Repentance and Regeneration, (thus 


things this Word Planted intimatech ; yea, 
ſurther, that the Church is Taigfy'd with. 


Garden, and counterh them ſound as the 
y gare grareleſs Toobdlionty barren. ard . 


Therefore it & one wing to be IN ithe - 
urüb, or in a Protefiion 5; and another ta 
be OH Charth, and to belong to that 


Kingdom, that is prepared for ther Saint 


Gal proſper; ſballijt u urterly 'roitbexr, 1 


Nn ube — ts Aa Þ. I ball. * ; 
+ > : Wo 


not got — debiliſh Art of Hypocriſy, are 
W afraid:to think of er Ref thus. A af thi} 
; : NEE” 2 


16 Che Warren Fig-tree:” 
_— in the K WEE a ir grew, * + 5 


the Religion of jeſus Chriſt, that Man bath, 


"8 Man that bath to de with: God, ce Nan 
that Gdd owneth, and will ſtand for. This 
Man, I ſay, by his Profeffionſuggeſteth this 
to all that know him, to be ſuch a Profefifor, 


1 O. 


Had a Fig Iree 74 in [bis] ee 2 


7 = hrs]. Vineyard, Hypocrites, with rot · 
tes Hearts, are not affaid to come before 
God in Sion. Theſe Words therefore ſuggeit 
unto us, a prodigious kind of Boldneſs and 


Þ barden'd Fearlcſneſs : For what Prefumpti- 


on higher, and what: Attempt more deſpe- 
rate, than for a Man that wanteth Grace, and 


the true Knowledge of God, to croud im- 
ſelf (in that Condition)” into the Houſe, or 


Church of God; or to make Profeſſion of, 


and defire that the Name of God ſhould be 1 
called upon by him? 


For the Man that maketh Proſefion of 4 


as it:wete, put the Name of God upon bin 
Hell, and is called and reckoned now, (how 
uitleſs ſoever before God or M gay abt the 


Men meerly natural, I mean, Men that have 


Je * : 
tht 


Che Barren Fig tte 15 
bs People magnified them, Acts 5. 13. And | 
Indeed irdiſpleas'd God; : They have brought, 
aith he, Mex uncircumciſed into ny Sar. 
955 And ee (La. 4. 12.) When ho 
Wome to appear before me, who bath re bg 
hir at your band, to tread my Courts? faith 
od. They have therefore N this Bold- 
&f3 of none in the viſible World, they only 
ok it of the Devil; for he, and he only 
with theſe his Diſciples) attempt to preſent 
hemſelves in the Church before God. The 
Fares are the Children af the wicked One; 


of, Patan's Brood, the Generation of Vipers, 
be hat cannot eſcape the Damnation of Hell. 
of (Had] a Fi e nee planted in 2 Vingerd.. 
th, 


He doth not ſav, He platted a Fig tree," 
Put there was a Fig- tree there; he had, or 
found, a Fig - tree planted in his Vineyard. 
The Great God will ot acknowledge the 
barren Fig-tree, or barren Profeſſor, to be 
2 Workmanfhüp, or a Tree of his bringing! 
n; the Text ſaith only, He had one there. 
This is much like that in Marthew, Chap. 
i 5-13, Every Plant which my Heavenly Fa. 
her hi h not planted, ſhall be rooted up. Here 
again are Plants in his — which + 
N 


L 


Ihe Tares, that is, the Hypocrites, who he - 


1 _ the: Adembly. of che Saints, or into the” Pro- | 


will "tartan. to beo h his 1 
And be ſeems to ſuggeſt, that in his — 
yard are many fuch; — Every Plant, cl 
thoſe Plants and Profeſſors that“ are ok inrol 


feiion-of.. their REDD, Without, God a andf 
bis Grace; hall ;he-rootgd Uhle 
; pda * the King garn in. 7a. 1 10 the # 
Gueſts ho faw-there 4 Man i hat bud no dn, 
8 and he aid unt bam, 
: Ee how came f thou. in liber, not bavang 
on aWedding-garmeat. £. Marth. Fer 4.3, 12. 
Here is one ſd cunning and crafty, that he | 
7 all the Gueſts ; he got and kept 
urch, even untill che King / 5 
— in to ſee the Gueſts... Bur his Subtile) 0 
der him nothing; it did not blind the Eyes Mr 
© f the King; it did not pervert the ui ment 
\ 
I 
: 


of the Rig teu. Friend, how: eumeſt thou 
mbither-2 did: overtake. him at lalt, even a 
publickRejeRion; the Kiag dilGoverd him 
in the Face of all there pre — Hor came ſt 
thou in bither E Ny Fathes did not bring the 
hither, Idid not bring thee hither, My. Spi- 
Tit. Aid not bring thee hither; chou art not 
of the Heavenly Fathei's planting; | 
John 10. 1. He that cometh mat in by the 
Door, but climbecb. 1% Jome buen way., a 
1 2 Thief ond eber. This Jos 4 15 
0 


7 * 


dan came not in hy the Door, yet ge imo 
iſ the Church ; he got in- by climbing; he 
nto broke in at the Windows, he got ſomething 
o. Nef the Light and Glory of the(s Opel of our 
nd Lord Fefe Chriſt in his Head sr tand ſo 
| hardy Wiretch that he Mas) apt n d to. 
roud himſelf among the-Childgen,:. But 
now is this tefented 2; What Laith the King 
of him? Why, this is his Sign, Ihe ſams i 
Thief and a Robber. See ye — alſo, it 
ll ſuch be owWwͤn'd as the planting of God, 
bheMtrbat get into his Church, ot a Erofellion 
in of his Name. 
6% Had a Fig trre, bone without a Weds 
ding garment; had a Thief in his Garden, 
; Wat his Wedding, in his Houſe, -- 
climb'd up ſome other way. There are — 4 
ways to get into the Church of God, and 
Proftſſion of his Name, delice and without 
an entring by the Door. 
1. There is the Way. of Lyingand 7% 
ſembling, and at this G the Gibronites got 
in, Kee + * 35 +, Sao NA 961 £G40V41.3 JET 
There is ſometimes bebe 
er Paſtors, either for. the ſake ot cat 
Relations, or the like; at. this Hole Tobiah- 
3 of God W e 280% 
a 8 1 W 2 3 2 IV 
25 Js LEY 
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0 is full wid; ae app 3 for this 
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Che Varten Fig⸗ tree. 


Chutch; thus the K 
Feet. 44. 2 
| weder 8 rincumſp 


All; and ſe ger 
Thieves that Paul complains of; ; faiſe Bre. 
rhren brought in 
- Yap alſo eries Dat oft 


1 l ſo lo 
E (Col. IL ,23-) a neglecting of the Body, 


_ denying 
that yet are to be held (as we 


are ſome of theſe creeping things, 
Fa 


43; 44. 
27 22 get Hauſe, there are. ttel arty 


Kill Wor end e Eurb; and om 10 Hondur, 


$f theſe Words the A poſtle ſeems to take it for 
Fgtarted, ther as — hath been, ſo there ſtill 
1 Bi be, cheſekind of Fig-rrees, theſe barren 
WT Profeſiors in the Houſe, when all Men have 

done what t 

1 e me are e _ 70 


3 hes is ſometimes Negligence, and ; 
460 nh Uncircumſpectneſs in che whole 25 
ixcumciſed got in 9 


in, let the Church be 5 
yet theſe have ſo much 
help from the Devil, That hey beguile them 
in. Theſt are 85 that ſort offi 


wnawares, Gal. 2. '2, 4 
heſs, Certain Heu 


pt in nam, Jude 3. Cept in What, l 
wiy ?A voluntary Humiliry, 


= . | know 
hy "= them) an-Abomination ay Vrucl, Lev. boy 


#10 Feſſels of Gold, and uf Siluer; but alſo of| 
"1 rind fore 10 Diſhonour, 2 Tim. 2. 20. By 


can: euer 22 5 a: great 


8 | 


/ 


not in any hufhonr. How Them ngly Self. 


be Barren Fig⸗tree. 24; 
8 well as thoſe to Honour and Glory; Ve.. 
ns of Wood, and of Barth; as well as ot S., 
and Gold: So then there muſt be coden 
bel rofeſſors in the Garden of God; there muſt, 
h £artbly, earthen Profeſſors in his Vine- - + 
rd: but that methinks is the biting Word. 
: 15 5 10 Diſbonour. I hat tothe Romans -— 
| Yreadful , -( Rom. 9. 21, 22.) but this | 
tems to go beyond it, That ſpeaks but of 
e Reprobate in general; but his of ſuch; 
d ſuch in particular. That ſpeaks of their 
Irdning but in the common Way; but 
1; , chat they muſt be ſuffer d to creæp into 
de Church ; zhere to fir themſelves for their 
ace, their own Place, Ads 2. 25. the Place 
repar'd for them of tus ſort only. As the.  M 
ord Jeſus ſaid once of the ee _— 
tl] receive greater Damnation, Luke 20.47. 
Barren Fig- tree, fruitleſs Profeſſor, haſt 1 
zou heard all theſe things? Haſt thou con- 
dered that this Fi2-7ree is not acknowledg- 
Hof God to be his, but is deny'd to be ff 
Wis planting, and of his. bringing unto his 
edd ug Doſt not thou ſee that thou art 
all'd a Thief and a Robber; that haſt either 
eh to, or crept in at another place 
Pan the Door? Doſt thou not hear, that ⁵ 
ere will be in God's Houſe, coden and 
% Profeifors, and that no place will — | 
VF „„ 
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ſerve to fit thoſe for Fell, but the Houſe 
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* E iFtrowded: into the Church and Houſe. of p 
Hark he right Principles? Buy bath be Fruit 


bring forth Frife to Gad 7 27d, —.— | 


ER 175 doth nor Ay, And let every on 


e 

t do u wedde with Religion for 
Wit do they call rhemielyes by the Nam 
dk the Lord. ſus, if they have not the Grde 
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8 bd therefore” 
they Jo tn the Vineyard > Let thent Work 


Barren gig te 


e the Wos: aid of God! erer Bruin 4 


nd 5 0 come 4 and; hd 6 Es wit e | 
When a Man hath got a Profefli 199, "and 4 
God; the Qpeſtion is not nov, Has he Eife | 


He came feeking Fruit thereon. It matten 
01 x Dught” thee "in. hither, wherhed 
God, or the Devil, er chine o vail or 
ous Heart; B pet #0514 Fruit ? 


5 hte that mamerb the Num of the Lor. 
Feſis (brit, Hepart from Taiquaty, 2 Tim 


rde, Ee Thoſe ther hape tl. 
of God; put let e927 dne thut riamet! 
he None 01 the Loed Nelas Chtift, , depy 


Goch. ff hey have nor the Spirit of Gbritt 
raprlſenb Fruit: What di 


ok. et! them our; _the” Vineyard ernilt Han 
| Lobourcl 


4 0 Barren F is-tres; 23 
4 bouters' in i: Son, g Work to Day i 
cute „Mat. 21. 21. Wherefore, W 
ri Grate, and pant of Spirit, will not keep 
Wo from ſeckeing Fruit: And He came und 
bt Fruit thercon, Luk. 8. 9. He tequi- 
d that which He feemd to have: Every 
lan in the Vineyard, and Houſe of God, 
tomiſeth himfelf, pr oleld=rh to others, and 
Would have all Men take it for granted, chat 


i WW Heavenly Principle is in him: Why then : 


ter ould not God ſeek Fruit? | 

es for them therefore that will retain the 
ornMW2me of Chriſtians; Fearing God, and yet 
Ake no Conſtience of bring ging forth Fruit 
we him : -He Tafth to fuck; AA As for 
ore, Go ye, fer, eber on his Idols; and 
j eee alfo,if ye will not heafkin'to u, &. 
on. 20: 39. Barren Fig etre, doſt- thou 
th ar? God expekteth Frult; God calls! for 
uit? yea, God" witl ſtortiyÿ cone ſeeking 
puſWaic on this Barren Fig tre. Baflen Fig- 


im! ſpeakably Diebe) mg lei m — 
ac chou ät nelther bear Fruit Hobdepa 
it Pe 20% take bog Name E 


vorher, If chou-wilt do neither yet Godin 
naulice and.Rightoouſnelswil falk come for 


urch | Fit. 


Je! either bear Fruit, or- go. ot! o He . 
for ineyard, (Ard-yet'then thy "Caſe-willhe - 


i of Phy Moi, | 
It d 44. 26. He Will have roi And tay 


- 


| The. Barren 1 Fig ee. 
Bs. And it will be i vain for thee toll 
count this 4uſterity.” He will reap where 1f 

Huth not ſowed, and gather where he hath nuf 
ftremed, Matth. 25. 24, 2555 26. Barren b 


rer doſt thou heat ? 2 


0 What, if, 4 Man bath ts "thee? 2 
A. Les, ſeeing he hath a Profelſion; 


Ad he cane and ſought Fruit [thefeon. ] 


AChurch then, and a Prof. ſſion, are n 
Places where the Workers of Tniquity maj 
hide themſelves and Sins from Gd. Som 
of old thought that becauſe they could cn 
The Temple. of the Lord, the Temple of 1| 
Lord, 155 therefore they: were deliyer'd, f- 
had a Diſpenſation to do the Abominario! 
which they committed; 8 ſome. in o 

Days. For, who SOT ey they). Jays a Riel 
to F 1 Chriſtians, i nc 
= Profeffors, if not Church. Member 2 Ar 
ftrom this Concluſion, let go t Reins t 
© their inordinate Affections 1115 Pride,“ At 
bduaition, Gluttony , \. pempering themye/ 
. 8 without fear, Ju ude 12. daubing themſely 
with the Lul provoking. Faſhions of 1 
Times; to walk with ftrerched-oue Nect 
naked Breufts, Frizled” Fote- tops, want 
Ceſtures, in gorgedus Apparel, id wi 
Golz, and Pearl, and Poop in 1 
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Che Barren Tig-tree 25 


nere 1 an Inſpection into their Lives, 


their Carriages at Home, in their Corners, 


rol} and ſecret Holes: But certainly Perſons thus | 


ſpirired, thus principled, and thus inclined, 
have but empty Boughs, Boughs that want 


the Fruit that God expects, and chat G 


will come down to ſeek. 

Barren Fig-tree, thou art not Bean by 
thy Profeſſion, nor by the Lord of the Vine 
yard, to bear zheſe Cluſters of Gomerrab ; 
neither ſhall the Vineyard, nor thy being 
crouded among the Trees there, ſhelter thee 
from the Sight of the Eye of God. Miny 


themſelves, and hide their own Wickedneſs 
from Men: But God ſeeth their Hearts, has 


Whis Print upon the Heels of their Feet, and 
Wpondereth ail their Goings; and at laſt, 


when their Iniquity is found to be hateful, 
he will either ſinite them with Hardneſs of 
eart, and ſo leave them, or awaken them 
to bring forth Fruit. Fruit he looks for, ſceks 
and expects, Barren Fig-tree 1: . 
But what! come into the Prefect of 

od to fin! What! come into the Preſence 
pt God 70 hide thy Sin? Alas Man the 
Zhurch is God's Garden, and Chriſt Jeſus is 
hogreat Apoſtle and High -Prieſt of our Pro. 
B feſſion, 


make Religion their CO, and Chriſt their 
Sting borſe, and by that Means cover 


26 The Barren Fig-tree. ii 
Feſhon. Whar!. come into the Houſe that 
is calbd by Name; into the Place where 
mine Hands dwelleth ! P/al. 26. 8. where 
mine Eyes and Heart are continually ' 
-3 Kings g. 3. What! come there to ſin, to 
Hide thy Sin, to cloak thy Sin! His Plants .Y 
are an Orchard with pleaſane Fruit, Cant. 
4, 13, 14, 15. And'e very time he goeth | into 
his Garden, it is to ſee the Fruits ot the Val-l 
dey; and ro ſee if the Vine flouriſh, and 1 
xs Pomgranates bud. 7 
9 Yea, faith he, He came ſeekine F rait o 
bis F. 32-tree The Church is the Place off 
God's Delight, where He ever defires to be; 
there He is Night and Day. He is there] 6 
3 ſeck fot Fruit, to ſeek for Fruit of all andi 
very Tree in the Garden. Wherefore afſure 
thyſelf O fruitleſs One, that thy Ways 
mult needs be open before the Eyes of chef . 
Lord. One black Sheep is ſoon eſpy'd, al- 4 1 
though in company with many ; that 799 
taken with the firſt caſt of the Eye; irsdilf 
ferent Colour (till betrays it. 1 ſay there. 
tore, a Church ard a Profeſſion, are not 
Places where: the Workers of Iniquiryll 
way bide themſelves from God, that teck 
tor Fruit; My Vineyard, ſaith God, cob 4 
24170, 75 befere me. Cnr 1 FS: & 
4: 4 | 
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Che Barren Fig tree. * 


1 

And be came and ſought F. ruit thereon, 
= 3 [and found none. | 
"| | Buren F; 12-tr ee, heat ken; Th confinu- 


WL bearing of. F ruit, is a dreadful Sign. 
* iS thou art to come 19 a dreadful End, 
s the winding up of this Parable con- 
| udeth, 
And found none? None at all, or noe to 
WGod's liking : For when he ſth, He came 
eeling Fruit thereon, he means Fruit meet. 
e, God, (Heb. .6.)- pleaſant Fruit, Fruit 
good and {weer. 


2e | 
ll Alas, it is not any Fruit. will ferve; bad 
nd ruit is counted none. Every Tree: Hat 


irgeib ner forth good Fruit, is bewn down, 


ay d caſt into the Fire, Matth. 32 5 
che . There isa Fruit among Profeſſors 8 
a. chers, and ſo never comes to be ripe; 2 
| ; ruit that is /mzren in the Growth, and. 
ai mes not to HMHaturiiy, and this is reckon d 


. Fruit, This Fruit thoſe Profeſſors bear 


ere - 
mol Pat have aaxy fair Beginning, or Bloſſoms; 
il lat make many fair Off rs of Repentance 


4 Amendment; that beein. to pray, to 
lol ve, and to break off their Sins by Kigh- 
Jouſt. 1s, but ſtop at thoſe Beginnings, and 
„ing no Fruit forth to Perfeelion. This 
7 5 Fru {i iS withered, winkled, Imi iT. 
; BI!Cͤ˙ ten 
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28 Che Barren Art 


ten Fruit, and is in effect 20 F, Ait at 
[- al 1 
2. There is an haſty Fruit, ſuch as is the 
Cern upon the Houſe-top, Pſal. 129. or that 1 
which ſprings upon the Dune hil, that rnns 
up ſuddenly, violently, with great Sralks, 


And big ſheto, and yet at laſt proves empty of 1 


Kernel. This Fruit is to be found in thoſe 
Profeſſors, that on a ſudden are ſo awaken- 
ed, ſo convinced, and ſo affected with their 
Condition, that they ſhake the whole Fa- 
milly, the End. (hip, the whole Town. Fer 
a while they cry haſtily, vehemently, dole- | 


fully, mournfully ; and yet all is but a Pang, 


an Agony, a Fit, they bring not forth Fruit 
with Patience. Theſe are called thoſe haſty MW 
Fruits, zhat ſhall be as a fading Hower, | 


IIa. 28. 45 
3: There is a Fruit that is vile, and zl 


growing; the Root is ary'd, ad cannot] 


convey a ſufficiency of Sap to the Branches 
to ripen the Fruit. Theſe are the Fruit of 
ſuch Profeſſors, whoſe Heart is eſtrang'd 


from Communion with the Holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe Fruit proweth from hemſelves, fromſ 
their Parts, Gifts, ſtrength of Wir, Natural 0 
or Moral Principles. The ſe, notwithſtandirgl | 
a they. bring forth Fruit, are called emp!) 
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The Barren Fi ig tree. 
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7 God. | 
| Their Root is dried up, they hall bear 10 
Fruit; yea, though they bring forth, yet 
will I ſtay ven the beloved 2 uit of 1 heir 
: Homo Hol. 9. 16. 

4. There! is a Fruit that is Wild, I hoked 
2 Grapes, and it brought forth Wild 
1 Grapes, Iſa. 5. 4. I obſerve, that as there 
are Trees and Herbs that are wholly right, 
and noble, fit indeed for the Vineyard: So 
W there are alſo their Semblance, but wild: 


OE 
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not right, but ignoble. There is the Grape, - 


and the wild Gr ape; the Vine, and the 
wild Vine ; the Roſe, and the Canter: Roſe ; 
Flotoers, and wild Flowers; the Apple, 


Cab. Now Fruit from theſe wild things, 
however they may pleaſe the Children to 
play with, yet the Pradent and Grave count 
them of little or no value. There are al- 
ſo in the World a Generation of Profeſ- 
ſors, that notwithſtanding their Profeſſion, 
are wild by Nature; yea, ſuch as were ne- 


ice, nor never yet planted into the good 
veturce. Now theſe can bring nothing 
forth but wild Olive-berries, they cannot 
ino bring forth Fruit ante God. Such are all 

by : *B 3 =-_ 
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ines, ſuch as bring not forth Fruit to 


11 
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W 2nd the wild Apple, which we call the ll 


ver cut ot, or off, from the wild Olibe- 1 | 


= 
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* | \ 
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* Cbe 1 Barren F i-tree. 
thoſe that have lightly taken up a Profef. E 
| fion, and crept into the Vineyard without 
' a new Birth, and the Bleſſing of Regene⸗ N 
ration. 9 
F. There is alſo untimely Fruit; Euen il 
as a Fig. tree caſteth ber untimely Figs, Rev- 
6. 13. Fruit out ot Seaſon, and ſo no Fruit 
to God's liking. - 8 
There are 7wo ſorts of Profeſſors: ſubject WF 
to bring forth untimely Fruit. = 
Fir ft, They that bring forth [Fruit] 700 
fron | __ 
Secondly, 9 thit bring forch EFruit) 


700 F517 


1 1 "= 
” 8 des ++ = 8 HEY r — — 
renn r r * r 22 og 5 * ug 
— 2. n 8 — : 

ar = ts 9 oe 2 2 — 2 —— — 2 yl — — — 
— — r 2 2 = = 
. ——. —— ET ö * — — — — — — — 
2 
4 
9 $4 = 


— 
— 
— 


- 2 

1 

Bone es wo 

— 

— — — 
— 


2 
— 


— — — 
— ES — 
— LEA 
2 — 
— — — 
—U— —— —— — 


* - 
m 8 = — 
he = ” 4a — 
„ 
* — 
« . þ- & 
—— — — 
— — 


Fi 1 They that "I forth too F e : 

They are ſuch as at preſent receive the 
Word with Foy, and anon, before they 
have Root downwards, they thruſt forth up- 
wards; but having zt root, when the San 
ariſeth they are ſmitten, and miſerably dye 
without Fruit. Theſe Profeſſors are thoſe 

light and inconſiderate Ones, that think no-. 
thing but Peace will attend the Goſpel ; 
and ſo anon rejoyce at the Tydings, with-| 
out foreſceing the Evil: "Wherefore when 4 
the Evil comes being unarmed: and ſo not 
able to ſtand any longer, they dye, and are 
Nader, and bring forth no Fruit. ho 
U at | 


7 9 bat received the Seed into ſtony places, the 
E Wome is be that beareth the Nord, and anon 
- eib joy recerverh it; yet batb he not root 
iz binelf, but dureth for a while : for when, 
lation or Perſecution artſeth, rene 


1 I the. Word, by andby be is offended, Matth. 


© 4 73.2, 275 There is alſo in /. 28. menti- 


a made of ſume, whoſe glorio us Beauty ſhall 
ea fading Flower, 16. 28. 4. becauſe it is 
'ruit before Summer. Bath theſe are un- 
| C. mely Fruit, 

© Secondly, They alſo bring forth untime- 
y. Fruit, that ſtay / the- Seaſon is over, 
* will have 5 Fruit in Hrs Seaſon "= 2W 


hall render them to him in Their Seaſons, 
lattb. 21. 41. The miſſing of the Segen 


18 
y dangerons, ſtaying till the Door is ſhut 
p- dangerous, Marth. 25. 10, 11. Many 


5e Wood's Anger is raisd, and too deep for them 
ſe Jo wade thro? : Surely in the Floods of great 
o- 21ers they ſhall not come nigb unte him 
1; il. 32. 6. Elau's | afrerward} is Fearful-: 


or ye know bow that afterward. when he 
oald Dive inberited the Blefeng, he was 


ot Nected; for he found no face of Re pen- 
re ¶ance, 1hough be faught it cas — 070% 
e Mears, Heb. 16,17. - | 
my 


„, He will receive them of ſuch Men as 


Where be that come not till the Flood 4 
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Wl 32 Che Batren Fig: tees. 


to God the Fruits of Obedience too late; 


ak for Mercy, and to deſire to go to Glo- 
1 too late. 0 . 


not to maturity, 2 10 Fruit. 
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So the Children of 1/727, they brought 


their Lo, we be bere, (Numb. 14. 40, 41; 
42) came too late: Their, We will go up, 
came too late: The Lord had ſworn before, 

v. 23, 30. that they ſhould not poſſ f- the E 
Land. All theſe are ſuch as bring forth 22- 
7imely Fruit, Heb. 12. 17. Luke 13. 25, 26. 
27. Te is the hard hap of the Reprobate, to 
do all things too late; to be ſenſible of his 
want of Grace too late; to be forry for Sin 
too late; to ſeek Repentance too late; to 


— 


1. Thus you ſee, that Fruit ſmitten i in 
the growth, that. withereth, and that comes 


2. That Þafty Fruit, ſuch as the Corn upon 
the Houſe top, Pal. 129. 6. withereth alſo | 
Alone it groweth up, and is no Fruit. 
That the Fruit that is vile and // ta. 

fed is no Fruit. a 
4. That wz/d Fruit, wild Grapes, Rev: 6. 
are no Fruit. ; 
5. That zxtimely Fruit, ſuch as comes 
too ſoon, or that comes 700 late ſuch as come || 
not in their vealon, are no Fruit, 
Ad 
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The Barren Fig⸗tree. 33 
And be came and ſought Fruit thereon, 
and jound none. oy 
Nothing will do but Fruit Mat. 2 1. 34. 
= Ze looted for Grapes; when the timè of Fruit 
= drew near, he ſent his Servants to the 
Hasbandmen, that they might receive the , 
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„ut of 77. 8 | 
» WW N27. But what Fruit doth God ex. 


W pect ? 5 C' | 
= Ar/w, Good Fruit. Every Tree that . 
= bringeth not forth good Fruit, is bewn down, 
Mat. 7. 19. Now before the Fruit can be 
good, the Tree mult be good, for good 
Fruit makes not a good Tree, bt a god Wi 
Tree bringeth forth good Fruit: Do Alen ga- 
ber Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles * i 
Aan muſt be good, eliz he can bring forth i 
no good Fruit; he muſt have Righreouſ- ll 
o I nels imputed, that he miy ſtand good in 
[WH God's fight from the Cuiſe of bis Law. 
He muſt have a Principle of Righteouſneſs : 
+. good Fruits? And hence it is, that a Chri- 
W ttian's Fruits are called, Gal.-5, 22, 23. 
Ihe fruit of the Spirit; and ihe fruits of WR 
I. 11, The Fruits of the Spirit, therekore | 
„the Spirit muſt be there: The Fruits of 
| 9 85 Righte- 


in his Soul, elſe how {houtd he bring forth 
Righieouſneſs,wbich are by e ſus Chriſt, Phil. | 


12 ; 


34 Che Bartel) Fi ig⸗ tree. 7 
KRighreouſne ſ, therefore Righteouſneſs wut 
firſt be there. But to particularize in a tw 4 

things briefly, 

Firſt; God expecteth Fruit that wilt an. 
fer, and be worthy of that Repeater 7 
thou eigneſt thyſelf to have. Every one | x 
ina Profeſſion, and that hath crouded into 
the Vineyard, pretendęth to e now 
of every ſuch Soul God expecteth, thar the 
Fruits of Repentance be found to attend 
wk them, Mat. 3. 8. Bring forth Fruits there- 
all  Zore meet for Repentance, or anſwerable to 
thy Profefiion of the Doctrine of Repen:- 
tance. Barren Fig. tree, ſeeing thou art a 
Profeſſor, and got into the Vineyard, thou 
WW ftandeſt before dhe Lord of the Vineyard, as 
one of the Trees of the Garden: where- | 
fore, He looketh for Fruit from the, as from 
the reſt of the Trees in the Vineyard ; 
Frits, I fay, and ſach as may declare thee 
in Heart and Life, One that hath made 
bound Profeſſion of Repentance, By thy iſ 
Wi Profeſſion, thou haſt ſaid, I am /er/ib!e of 
rde Evil of Sin + Now then, live ſuch ai 
Eife, as declares, that thou art ſenſible of 
the Evil of Sin. By thy Profeſſion, thou] 
Wl haſt ſaid, I am ſorry for my Sin: Why 
ll fn, live ſuch a Lite as may declate Th2s 
= Ser . By _ Fee thou haft ſaid, 
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| The Barren Fig-tree. 335 

Tan ſhamed of my Sin: Plal, 38.18. yea 
bat live luch a Lite, that Men by that may 
/e ihn ſbume for Sin, Jer. 32. 19. By thy 
= Profetion, thou ſayeit, I ave turned from, . 
= /-/: of, aud am become an Enemy to every. 
= pcorance of Evil, 1 Thell. 5. 22. Ah! hut 
W doth thy Life and Converſation declare 
= thee to be ſuch an One ? Tate heed, bar 
ren Lig.tree, leſt thy Life ſrould give- 1b; Ml 
= Profe/fion the Lye. I ay again, Take heed, }] 

for God himſelf will come for Fruit; 4 
he fought Fruit thereon. + A 


tiey want the Fruits ibat become Ropers il 
fate. : —_ 


Lou have fone Profeſſors, that are only. 
Saints before Men, ben they are abroad, 
but ate Devils and Vipers at home; Saints 

by Profeſſion, but Devils by Pra dice; Saints 
in Word, but Sinners in Heart and Life. 

Theſe Men may have the Profeſſion, hut Jo 


Barren Fig- tree! Can it be imagin'd, 


1e that thoſe that paint themſel ves, did ever re« Wl 


7 pent of their Pride? Or that thoſe that par WM 
e this World, did ever repent of their (5. 


* — 


01 8 wanton Eyes, did ever repent of their Hef. 


ue %,? Where, barren Fig tres, is the Fru 


WW oltheſe Peoples Repentance? Nay, do they 
„not rather declare to the World, hat Ven 
| TE | hade Li 
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i 36 The Barren Fig-tree. . * 
lf | have repented of their Profeſſion * Their 
Wk Fruits look as if they had. Their Pride 
faith, they have repented of their Hamili. 
Wk 77: Their Coverouſneſs declareth, that they 
are weary of depending upon God; and doth 
not thy wanton Actions declare, that thou 
ilk abborreſt Chaſtiiy? Where is thy Fruit, 
Wk barren Fig tree? Repentance is not only 
a ſorrow, and a ſhame for, but a furning 
| jrom Sin to God, Heb. 6. it is called Re- 
pentance from dead works, Haſt thou that 
an Godly Sorrow that worketh in 10 
19's Wl 5 not to be repentedof * 2 Cor. 7. Io, 
WH 21. How doſt thou ſhew thy carefulneſs and 
clearing of thy felt, and indignation againſt 
7 ; Sin; thy fear of offending; thy vehement 
dere 12 walk with God; thy zeal for his 
Name, and Glory in the World? And what 
1 revenge haſt thou in thy Heart againſt eve- 
ry thought of Diſobedience? 
10 . But where is the Fruit of this Rep en- 
F tance ? Where is thy Watching, thy alt 
Wit: ing, thy Praying againſt the remainders of 
1 Corruption? Where is thy Selflabhorrence? 
ö thy bluſhing before God, for the Sin that is 


ver behind ? Where is thy tenderneſs of the 


| i Name of God and his Ways? Where is thy 
Scli-denyal and Contentment 2 How doſt 
thou ſhew before Men the truth of thy Tur. 
144 14 N | - ing 


1 
3 


/ God? I 
And he ſought Fruit thereon] 


| Secondly, God expecleth Fruits that ſhall 
wer that Faith which thou makeſft Profeſ- 


Wncyard of God, doth feign, that he hath 
Faith, the Faith oft Holy, the Faith of 
pd's Elef. Ah! but where are thy Fruits, 


ws ſpoken of throughout ihe whole World, 
dm. I. 8. and the Theſſalonians Faiihgrew 
W-ceding/y, 2 Thell. 1. 3. | 


are in another World; Haſt thou let go 
s, barren Fig-tree? Thou profeſſeſt, thou 
Cicveſt in Chriſt, Is He thy Joy, and the 


o Him, or his Sorrows and Sufferings ? 
at reſemblance hath his Crying, and 
daning, and Bleeding, and Dying wrought 
hee? Doſt thou bear about in thy Body, 


Life of Feſus made manifeſt in thy 
tal Body? 2 Cor. 4. 10, 11. Barren 
5 Pig tree, 


mam mm — 


=} The Barren Fig-tree. 37 _ 
= o to God? Haſt thou renounced the hid. 


+ ihings of diſhonefly, not walking in craf- 
%? 2 Cor. 4. 2. Canſt thou commend 
elf 70 every Man's Conſcience in the 


f. The Profeſſor that is got into the 
rren Fig: tree? The Faith of the Romans 
Thou profeſſeſt to believe thou haſt a : 


fe of thy Soul? Yea, what conformity 


dying of the Lord Jeſus * And zs alſo 


The Barrier Ft ig tre. 
of Shew-me. thy Faith by th Work: 
Shew our of a good: Gopverſation thy Her 
11 Ys N wiſdon, Jam. 218. an 
95 * 8 E | 
* lat Fruit. barren Fip- tree, what: de 
gree of Hear i-Holineſs? For Keith Puri e 
"the Heat, As 18. 9. What ebe ro thi 
Lord J 2 far Faith wworketh We 1.08 
Gal. . 
T : God nets Fruits, we 
the Seafons of Grace thou att under, accor! 
ing to the Rain that cometh upon thee. Pet 
haps. thou art planted in a good Soil, b 
great Waters, that thou mighteſt brigg fan 
Branches, and be ar Fruit; that thou migh 
elt be a goodly Vine or Fig tree: Shall if 
not therefore ſeek for Fruit, for Fruit aff 
fiorerable to the Means? Buren Fig - tre 
God expects it, and will find it too, if en 
He bleſs thee. For the Eqrth-which drinks 
the rain that comes oft upon it, aud bringt 
forth herbs meet for him by eohowt it is dh 
Jed, receives blelung from God: but 1 
which beareth thorns aud bryars # eject 
end is. nigh unto cur fine, whoſe end i ts to 
burned, Heb. 6. 7, 8. 

Barren Soul! How many ſhowers 
Grace, how many deus from Heaven, he 
: many times have the Silver Streams of 


- 


42. 


Che Vurten . Y 39. 
Pity of God, ri gliding + | * 1h Toots. To” 3 
M 2 thee- to bring forib fruits? Fheft 
4 howers and Streams, and the Drops thar: © 
Wing upon thy Boughs, will all be account. 85 
d tor; and will they nor teſtifie againft 
hee, that thou oughteſt of right tobe hug. 
42. Hear, and tremble, O thou barrex P7g- 
bor Fruits that become thy Proſe/fion of 4 
be Gofpel, the God of Heaven expettett 
The Goſpel hath in it the Forgiveneſs of 
ins, che Kingdom of Heaven, and Eternal 
fe: But what Fruit hath thy Profeffion of 
Belief of theſe things put forth in thy Heart 
nd Life? Haſt thou given thy:/e/f to the 
ord; and is all that thou haſt to be ven- 
red for his Name in this World? Doſt 
ou walk like one that is bought with A 
rice, even the price of precious Blood 
Fourthly, The Fruit that God expecteth 


4 > ſuch, as is meer for bimſelf, Fruit that 
ay gtorifie God: God's Trees are Frees 
an Rrghreouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, 
„be may be glorified; Fruit that tafteth 
n 5 Heaven, abundanc CE, of 1 Fzuit: For 


rein, faith Chriſt, c . Fal her Drified, 0 

bat ye bring forth much Fruit, Tok: 15. 
| Fruits of all kinds, ze and old, the 
ruits of the Spirit are in all Goodneſs, and 
rhteouſneſs, - __ Trath, Fruits before 
the 
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40 The Barren Fig-tree, il 
the World, Fruits before the Saints, Fri 
before. God, Fruits before Angels. 2 
O, my Brethren, What manner of Per {of 


ought we to be; who have ſubſcribed to ti 


Lord, and have called our ſelves by the Nam 
of I/racl? One ſball jay, I am the Lord 
and another ſhall call himſelf by the Name 
Jacob; and another ſhall ſubſcribe with hl 
Hand unto ihe Lord, and fir name b1mſel! ii 
the Name of Iſrael, Iſa. 44. 5. Barren Fig 
tree, haſt thou /#b/cribed, haſt thou called th 
ſelf by the Name of Facob? and /irnantf 
thy Telf by the Name of 1/-2e/? All ti 
thou pretendeſt to, who art got into tlio 
Vineyard, who art placed amonęſt ti 
Trees of the Garden of God God doi 
therefore look for ſuch Fruit as is worth 
of his Name, as is meet for Him; as i 
Apoſtle ſaith, We /hould walk worthy of God 
that is, ſo as we may ſhew in every plac 
that the preſence of God-is with us, hi 
Fear in us, and his Majeſty and Authori 
upon our Actions. Fruits meet for hin 
ſuch a dependance upon him, ſuch tru 
in his Word, ſuch ſatisfaction in h 
Preſence, ſuch a truſting of him wit 
all my Concerns, and ſuch delight in 
Enjoy ment of him, hat may demonſt rain 
that bis Fear is in my Heart, that my S 
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The Barren Fig-tree, 4 
vwrapp'ed up in his Things, and that my if 
ody, and Soul, and Eſtate, and all, are in 
ruth, through his Grace, at his diſpoſe. 
=: meet for him: Hearty thanks, and 
au leſſing God for Jeſus Chriſt, for his good 
a ord, for his Free-Grace, for diſcovery of 
© imſelt in Chriſt to the Soul, ſecret long- 

g after another World. Fruit ces for him, 

' WMiberalicy to the poor Saints, to the poor 

eV orld; a Life, in Word and Deed exem- 

ary; a patient and quiet enduring of all 
Wings, till I have done and ſuffered the 

hole Will of God, which he hath ap- - Ml 

Wointed for me. That on the good ground Ml 

gehe, which in an honeſt and good Heart, i 

wing beard the Word, keep it, and bring 
7 Fruit with patience, Luke 8. 15. This 
bringing forth Fruit unto God; Ha- 
ng our Fruit unto Holineſs, and our End 
ac erlaſting Life, Rom. 7. 4. and 6. 22. and 
8 | | 


4. Os a 
bh, The Lord expects Fruit becoming 
e Vincyard of God. The Vineyard, faith 

e, Iſa. 5.1. 1s a very fruitful Hill, wit- 
s the Fruit brought forth in a// Ages + 
he moſt barren. Trees that ever grew in the 

ood of this World, when planted in this 

ra ineyard by the God of Heaven, what Fruit 
08 Godward have they brought forth? A4be/ 
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8 The Barren Fig - tree. 


under; were tempied, were Hain with th 
Sword + They coande rodeabout in Sheep: gin 
and Godt-okins, heing deſtitute, affliffed, lor 
fom the Feet of Gumaliel. Men brought 
them,) and caſt it down at the Apoſtle: 
brought cheir Books together, and burr 


— 2—A2—— 


offered to God a more excellent Sacrifice 


Heb. 11.4. Enoch walked with God thre: 
hundred years, verſe 5. Neah, by his Life off 


Faith, condemned the World, and became 
Heir of the Righteouſneſs which is by Fail 
verſe 7. Abraham” et his Country, ard 


_ went out after Ged, not knowing hither HH 


went, veri. 8. Mofes left a Kingdom, and 
fun the bazard of ihe Wrath of the Ring 
for the love he had to God and Chriltf 
What ſhall 1 fay of them who had Tryals 
not accepting Delivetance, that they might 
obtain a better Reſurrection? Heb. 11. 35 
36, 37. Ihty were ſtoned, they were fawn of 


menied. Peier left his Father, Ship ail 
Nets, "Marth, 4- 18, 19. Paul turned of 


their Goods and Poſſeſſions (the price off 
Feet, As 19. 18, 19, 20. and others 


them, curiom Books, though they wer 
worth fifty. thouſand pieces of Silver. | 
could add, bow many willingly offered 
themſelves im all Ages, and their % fe 
the worthy Name of the Lord Jeſus, to be 
2 8 rack d 
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The Barren Fig-tree, 43 
ic il Þck'd, ſtarved, hanged, burned, drowu- 
mM | pulled in pieces, and a thouſand Ca- 

. ofW&:niries. Barren Fig tree, the Vineyard of 
11804 hath been a fruitful place, What doſt 
„ou there? what doſt thou bear? God ex- 
au eds Fruit according to, or becoming the 
„il of the Vineyard. 

aa Sixt hy, The Fruit which God expect 
'g h, is ſuch as becometh God's Husbandry: 
Labour. The Vineyard i is. God's Hufe 
als audi, of Tillage. + T am. the Vine, ſaith 5 
gh hriſt, ohn 15. I. and my Frrber is the 
:band-marn. And again, 1 Cor. 3. 9. 
„are God's Husbantry, ye are God's Build. 
. The Vineyard God fenees it. Gd 
„„ chereth out the Stones, God builds the 
10M ower and the Winepteſs in the midſt 
ail ereof. Here is Labour, here is Protecti- 
o, here is removing of Hindrances, here 
zht convenient Purgation, and al}, that thert 
et be Fruit. 

ile Barren Fig tree]! what Fruit haſt thou? 
beit thou Fruit becoming the Care of God, 
irn Protection of God, the Wiſdom of God; 
erde Patience and Hucbandzy of God? It is 

_ e Fruit of the Vineyard; "Thr is eithet the 
red ame or the praiſe of the Husband man. 1 
fei t by %% Held of the Slothſul, ſlith S 
been, and FA the ey -of the Man 
kl 2 verd 


44 The Barren Fig⸗ tre. 
void of Dnderſtanding; and lo, it ug 
grown over with Thorns, and Nettles. h 

covered the face thereof, Prov. 24. 30, 3 
52 „ „ 
Barren Fig-tree ! If Men ſhould make 

Judgment of the Care, and Pains, and Li: 
bour of God in his Church, by the Fruf 
that thou bringeſt forth, what might the 
ſay, Is he not flothful, is he not careleſs, 
he not without diſcretion! O thy Thorn 
thy Nettles, thy barren Heart, and barre 
Life, are a continual provocation to th 
Eyes of his Glory, as likewiſe a difhonouf 
to the Glory of his Grace. 

Barren Fig-iree ! haſt thou heard a 

_ theſe things? I will add yet cne more. 


And be came and jought Fruit thereon.) 


The Queſtion is not now, What tho 
thinkeſt of thyſelf, nor what all the Peopi 
of God think of thee; but what thou ſhale 
be found in that Day, when God ſhall ſcarcC 
thy Boughs for Fruit. When Sodom was ii 
be ſearched for righteous Men. God wou! 
| not, in that matter, truſt his faithful Se 
rant Abraham, but {till as Abrabam inte 
WE ceded, God anſwered, If I find fiſiy, 0 
ori and five there, I will not deitroy. i) 


City, Gen. 18. 20, 21,—26, 27. Barren Fi 


The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 45 
e, what ſayeſt thou? God will come 
un to ſee, God will make ſearch for 
uit himſelf: 
zd he came and ſought Fruit thereon, 
fund | none] Then ſaid be to the 
er of the Vineyard, Bebold, theſe three 
rs I come ſeeking Fruit on this F:g-rree, 
find none; Cut it abtun, why cumbereth 
be Ground: 2 | 
Theſe Words are the effect of Ged's 
arch into the Boughs of a barren Fig tree; 
ſought Fruit, and found zone, nne to 
S liking, none pleaſant and good. There- 
e, At, He complains of rhe want there: 
to the Dreſſer, calls him ro come and - nn 

, and take notice of the Tree; then fig 
* his pleaſure, he will have it remov- 

, taken away, cut down from cumbering 
e Ground. | | 
% erv. The dener Fig tree is the Obj. & 
Wood's Diſpleaſure, God cannot bear with _ 
Iruirleſs Profeſſor. | 


L Then] fail he, Sr. 


Then, after this Provocation ; then, after 
had fought and found no Fruit, then, 
is Word [hen] doth ſhew us a kind of | 
$ inward diſquietneſs: As He faith alfo 


another aa: a LIKE! Provocarion, 
Then 
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hither, here is a Fig-rree in my. Vineyart 


bresk down Ihe all ther 0% and it ſhall i 
broken down. 


that his patience is abuſed, that his forbes 
Tance is abuſed: B-hold, theſe three years| 
have waited, torborn 3 theſe, [Fears L hat 


. Che Barren Fi ig tree. 


Then the anger of the Lord, and his fen 
lou ſie, (hall ſmoke againſt that Alan. of 
all the Curfes that are written in thjs Ui 
hall lie upon him; and ihe Lord ſhall bull 
out his Name from under. Heaven, Deur, 2:8 


Then It intimateth that be was 2 
come to a point, to a reſolution what to d 
with this Fig tree. Then faid he to tl 
Dreſſer of this Vineyard, That is, to Jeſu 
ci Bebold; as much as to ſay, com 


here is a Profeſſor in my Church, that! 
barren, that beareth no Fruit. 
Obſerc ve, However the barren Profe{l 
thinks of himſelf on Earth, the Lord crie 
out in Heaven againſt him, 74. 5. 3 An 
rew go to; I will tell you. what 7 will do i 
my Vireyard, I will take away the Hecht 
thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up; and I wil; 


Behold, theſe three Irs 1 come N 
Fun; &c, 


0⁰ ſerv. Theſe three years. God cries ou 


— 


de let 


— 


errd mine Anger; Therefore T will ſlresch 
t ny Hand againſt thee, and deſtroy thee 
am weary with repenting, Jer. 15. 6. 
Theſe three Tears. Oblerve, God lay- 
ih up 4/7 the time; I ſay, a remembrance 

all che time, that a herren Fig tree, or 
fruitleſs Profeſſor iſpendeth in this World. 


Jea 
and 53 
a0 
mn 
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ſal. 95. Io. 


ars long was Igrieved with this Generation 


f p Wee 
= LEG CRE Seaſons; Obſerve, God re- 


zzmbers how many S2aſors thou haſt miſc 
dent: For theſe 1hree Tears ſignify ſo many 
ſons. And when the time of Fruit drew 


be ripe, or thar according to the Seaſon 
ight lo have been. Barren Fig-tree, thou 
uit bad Time, Seaſons, Sermons, : Mini- 


Yer! „ e 
A rs, Afflictions, Judgments, Mercies, and 


hat not? and get haſt not been fraitful : 
hreatnings, Comkorts, u, et Haſt. Bot 
en ſruiful: Thou haſt had Patterns, Ex- 
nples, Citations, Provocations-1, and yet 


d thy three Tears with himſelf. He re- 


ears! | | « ro gy HEN EIN » 7 x 
15 mon, every Minitter, Amiction, Judg - 
c . ROS 
dele | : | 


7 a 
7 
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The Barren Fig⸗tree. 47 


s be faith alſo. to ae of old, Forty 
5 


„that is, about the Seaſon they begin 


hou halt had Awakenings, Keproofs, 


not been frutil fal. Well, God hath laid 


emners every T1 me,,.cvery Satoh; b ry 
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43 The Barren Fig tre. 
ment, Mercy, awakening Pattern, Examp fe 
Citation, Provocation, He remembers 203 
As he faid of 1/rae/ of old, They have ten 
tedine theſe ten times, and have not hearke; 
ed to my Voice, Numb. 14. 22. And again, WW 
remember all their Wickedneſs, Hol. 7. 2. 
Theſe three Tears, &c. 
He ſeeks for the Fruit of every Seaſon: H 
will nor that eny of his Sermons, Miniſter 
Afflictions, Judgments or Mercies ſhould h 
_- > Joſt, or ſtand for inſignificant things ; . 
will have according to the Benefit be ſtouul 
2 Chron. 3 2. 24, 25. Ezck. 14. 23. He hal 
not donè without a Cauſe all that He ha 
done, and therefore he looked for Fruif 
Lock to it, barren Fig-iree. | 
I cane [| ſeeking] Fruit. 
Ob ſerve, This Word [ ſeeking | ſigniß 
8 narroa ſearch: For when a Man ſeexs 
Fruit on a Tree, he goes round it ai.d rou 
it; now looking into this Bough, and th 
into that; he peeps into the inmoſt Boug| 
and the lowermoſt Boughs, if perhaps Fr 
J 8 
Barren Fig- tree, God will look into W-*-! 
thy Bouehs, He will be with thee in ! 
B2d-Fruits, thy Midnight-Fruits, thy Clof 
Fruits, thy« Family-Fruits, thy Convei 
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10h Fruits, to ſee if there be any among all 
: 6 the God of Heaven. He ſees what the 


/l things are open unto ihe E yes of him with 
hom we have 10 do, Heb. 4. 12, 13. 


Seeking Fruit on [this! Fig. Tree. 


I told you before, that he keeps in remem-· 
A rance the Times and Seaſons that the bar- 
or en Profeſſor had wickedly miſ-ſpent. Now, 


foraſmuch as he alſo pointeth out the Fig- 
rec, Thzs Fig-tree;, it {heweth that the bat: 


inal Odium in the Eyes of God, "This Fig- 
ree, this Man Comab, Jer. 22. 28. This Poo. 
le draw nigh to me with their Mouth, but 
ave removed their Hearts far from me. God 


menos who they are among all the Thau. 
ade of 7 oe, that are the barren and fruit- 
ue Profeſſors; his Lot will fall upon the 
"WM i<a4 of Achan, though he be hid among //x 


undred thouſand Men. And be ho b 


pen of Carmi, tbe Son of Zabdi, the Son of 


to tab, of the Tribe of Judah, was taken, 


1 | 
Toll 
Vel! 

tid 


he Fiz tree, this ! Is the! barren Profeſſor. 


The Barren Fig-tre 49 
heſe that are fit for, or worthy of the Name 


Þ;/dren of iſrael do in the dark, Ezek. 8. 12. 


en Profeſſor, above all Profeſſors, is a con- 


33 Houſhold, Man by Man; and Achan the 
Oh. 7. 17, 18. This is the Achan, this is 
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30 The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 
here is a Man hath an hundred Trees in 
his Vineyard, and at the time of the Seaſon MW 
he walketh into his Vineyard, to Te how the 
Trees flouriſh: and as he goes, and views, 
-and pries, and obſerves how they are hanged 
With Fruit; behold, he comes to one where 
he finds nought but Leaves; now he makes 
aftand, looks upon it again and again; he 
looks alſo here and there, above and below: 
and if after all this ſeeking, He finds nothing 
but Leaves thereon; then he begins to cat 
in his Mind, how he may know this Tree 
next Year, what ſtands next it, or how far 
tis off the Hedge; but if there be nothing 
there that may be as a Mark to know it by, 
then he takes his Hoch, and giveth it a pri- 
vate Mark, (And the Lord ſet a Mark upon 
Cain, Gen. 4.) ſaying, Go thy ways, fruit-Wf 
leſs Fig- tree, Thon haſt ſpent this Seaſc 
ein., 85 ſi 
__ Yetdoth he not cut it down, I will try tig 
another Year; may be this was not a þ:1::12 MB 
Seaſon. Therefore he comes again vent 
Year, to ſee if now it have Fruit; but as he 5/ 
- found it before, ſo he finds it now, barren b, 
Barren, every Year barren; he looks again a, 
bu finds no Fruit, Now he begins to have 
* jecond Thoughts: How ! neither hit la. 
Leu, nor this, Surely, the Barrenneſs is no kr 


* 
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Ithoſe Profeſſors with Iron. | 
faith God, rheſe three Years; J have miſſed 
of Fruit theſe three Tears: It hath been a 


107 ſtand towards a- Barreit Frg-tree. 


in the Seaſon, ſure the Fault is in the Tree. 
However, I will fpare it this Year alſo, bur 
will give it a ſecond Mark: And it may be, 


5e bc herb it with a hot Iron, NO he be- 


gins co be angry. 
Well; at the third Seafon he comes again 


[cr Fruit, but the third Year is like the firſt 
land ſecond, no Fruit yet; it only cumbereth 


the Ground, What now muſt be done with 
this Fig-tree; Why, Ihe Lord will lop his 
Boughs with Terror; yea, the Thickets of 
I have wanted, 


Cumber-ground theſe three Tears, cut it 
down, Precept had been upon Precept, and 
Line upon Line, one Year after another; 


for theſe three Years, but no Fruit can be 
ſeen; I find none, fetch out the Ax: I am 


ſure, this is the Fig.tree, I know it from the 
firſt Year, Barrenneſs, was its Sign then, 
Bar, enne fe is its Sign now, make it fit for 
the Fire. 
of the Trees; every Tree therefore that 
brinzeth not forth good Fruit, is urn down, 
and caſt into the Fire, Matth. 3 10; 
Ob/erve, my Brethren, Gods Heart can- 


know thus it is with your ſelves: If you 
C a havs 


Che Barren fg tree. 51 


Behold, the Ax is laid to the Noot 


You _ = 
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52 The Barren Fig⸗tree. 
have a Tree in your Orchard, or Vineyard, 
khat doth only cumber the Ground, you can. 
mot look upon that Free with Pleaſure, with 
Complacency and Delight: No, if you do 
but go by it, if you do but caſt your Eye up-. 
on it; yea, if you do but think of that ! 
$ 
| 


Tree, you threaten it in your Heart, ſaying, 

I. will hew thee down ſho1 ty, Iwill to the Fire 
with thee ſhortly. And it is in vain for any: 
to. think of perſuading of you to ſhew Fa- i 1 
vour to the barren Fig tres: and it they 
| ſhould perſuade, your Anſwer is irrefiſtible, N 
Tt yields me no Profit , it takes up room, and if 
doth no god, a a better may * in its 1 
room. 1 


Cut it down. 


Thus when the Godly among the Tew 
(Jer. 14. 17.) made Prayers, that rebellious 
_ Ajrael might not be caſt out of the Vine- 
yard, what ſaith the Anſwer of God ? Fer. 
1 wo . Though Moles and Samuel ſtood be- 
fare me, yet could not my Mind be towards 

this People; wherefore caſt them out of my 
. PreJence, and let them go forth. 
What a Refolution is here? Moſes and 
| Semuel could do almoſt any thing with God; 
in Prayer. How many times did Maſes by 
| J'-over turn a" God's. Judgments from 
* | even 


* 


The Barren Fig-tree, 53 


even Pharaoh himſel,? Yea, how many 


the Anger and Wrath of God? Samuel is 
reckoned excellent this Way, yea, ſo excel- 
| lent, that when I/rae] had done that fear- 


and the Lord ſpared, and forgave them. 
But yet neither Mo/ernor Samuel can ſave 
: barren Fig-tree. No, though Maſes and 


e, Samuel ſtood before me, that is, plead ing, 


xl arguing, interceding, ſupplicating, and be- 


ts {eeching, yer could they not incline mine 


Heart to this People: 
Cut it down. 


vs MW Ab, but Lord, it is a Fig-7ree- a Fig-tree: 


us if it was a Thorn,'or a Bramble, or a Thiſtle, 
je- the matter would not be much; but it 15'a 


7. I Fig-tree, or a Vine: Well, but mark the 


- Anſwer of God, Ezek, 15. 2, 3. Son of Man, 
what is the Vine-tree more than any Tree, or 
ny tan a Branch that is among be Trees of the 

Foreſt ? Shall Wood be taken thefeof to do any 


nd Hor? or will Men take a Pin thereof; to 


d bang any Veſſel thereon ? If Trees that are 


by Mic, or planted for Fruit, bring not forth that 


2M Fruit, there is betwixt them and the Trees 


* * W * 
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| times did he by Prayer preſerve T/-ae/,when 
in the Wilderneſs, (E/al. 106. 23.) from 


ful thing, as to reject the Lord, and chufe 
them another King, (1 Sam. 12.) he prayed, 
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| 54 The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 
| of the Foreſt, 7o Betterment at all; unleſs 
the Betterment lyeth in the Trees of the 
Mood, for they are fit to build withal : But 
a Fig-iree, or a Vine, if they bring. not fort) 
Fruit, yea, good Fruit, they are fit for no- 
| thing at all but to be cut down, and prepa- 
red for the Fire. And ſo the Prophet goes 
on, Behold, it is caſt into the Fire for Fuel: 
I/ ii ſerve not for Fruit, it will ſerve for 
Fael; and ſo the Fire devoureth boi h il 
| ends of it, and the middle of it is burnt. 
Ay, but theſe Fip-trees' and Vines are 
Church. Members, Inhabitants of Zernu/alem, 
So was the Fig: tree mention d in the Text; 
| but what Anſwer hath God prepared tor 
l theſe Objections? Why, Ver. 6, 7. Th 
ſaith the Lord God, As theVines«tree among 
 #he Trees of the Foreft, which I have given tt. 
the Fire for Fuel; ſo will I give the Inhabiv 
tants of Jeruſalem. And Iwill {er my Face an 
àgainſi them, they ſhall go from one Fire 


and another Fire jhall devour them. 4 
[| Cut it down, 's 


The Woman that delighteth in her GarW!t 

den, if ſhe has a Slip there, ſuppoſe (if it 

| was fruitful) ſhe would not take five PoundsW=!i 

for ii; 22 if it bear no Fruit, if it wither 

and dwindle, and dye, and turn CumberWila 
Te ground 


The Barren Fig⸗tre.. 5s i 
ground only, it may not ſtand in ber Gar- 
den. Gardens and Vineyards are places for 
Fruit, for Fruit according to the Nature of 
the Plant or Flowers. Suppoſe ſuch a Slip 
as I told you of before, ſhould be in your 
Garden, and there. die; would you let it 

L abide in your Garden? No; away with it, 
away with it. The Woman cometh into her 
Garden towards the Spring, where firſt ſhe _ 
gives it a {light Caſt with her Eye; then ſhe: 
ſets to gathering out the Weeds, and Nei- 
tles, and Stones; takes a Beſom and fweeps- 
the Walks: This done, ſhe falls to prying 
into her Herbs and Slips, to ſee if they 
live, to ſee if they are likely to grow : 
| Now, if ſhe comes to one that is dead, that 
ſhe is confident will not grow, up ſhe pulls MY 
it, and makes to the Heap of Rubbiſh il 
with it, where ſhe deſpiſingly caſts it down, WA 
and values it no more than a Net/e, or a 
Weed, or than the Daſt (he had ſwept out 
of her Walks. Lea, if any that ſee her 
fhould ſay, Why do you ſo? The Anſwer 

is ready, tis dead, tis dead at the Rot: 

If I had let it ſtand, *rwould but have cum- 
bred the Ground. Ihe ſtrange Slips (and 

alto the dead ones) they muſt be a Heap in 

the Day of Grief, and of deſperate Sorrow; 


Iſa. 17. 10, 11. ©; RS 
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356 The Barren Fig tree. 
Cut it down. - 


There be 29 manner of Cuttings down: 
Firſt, When a Man is caſt out t of the 
Vineyard. 

Secondly, When a Mani is caft out of the 
World. 

Firſt, When a Man is caſt our of the 
Vineyard: And that is done 7wo ways. 
1. By an immediate Hand of God. 

2. By the Church's due Execution of the 
Laws and Cenſures which Chriſt for that 
Purpoſe hath left with his Church. 
Firſt, God cuts down the barren Fig- tree 
by an immediate Hand, ſmiting his Roots, 
blaſting his Branches, and ſo takes hi 
way from among his People. Eve: Be ric 
faith Chriſt, That beareth not Fruit in me 
he (my Father) taketh away, John 15. 2. lie 
taketh him out of the Church, he taketh him 
away from the Godly. There are two things 
by which God taketh the barren Profeſſor 
from among the Children of God. 
PFirſt, Strong Deluſſons. 
| Secondly, Open Prophanenefs. | 
Erjt, By ſtrong Deluſions, ſuch as be: 
| guile the Soul with damnable Doctrines, 
! - that ſwerve from Faith and Godlinefs, 1/7, 
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The Barren Fig⸗tree. 57 
faich God, and their Soul delighteth in their 
Abominations ; I alſo will chuſe their Delu- 
frons,and will bring their Fears upon them. I 
will ſmite them with Blindneſs, and Hard- 
neſs of Heart, and Failing of Eyes, and will 


| alſo ſuffer the Tempter to tempt and effect 


his helliſh Defigns upon them, 2 Iheſſ. 2 
10, 11, 12. God will ſend them ſtroug Delu- 
fions, that they may believe a Lie; utbat they 
all may be damned whbo believe not the Truth, . 
but had pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. — — 
Secondly, Sometimes God takes away a 
barren Profeſſor by open Profaneneſs. There 
is one hath taken up à Profeſſion of that 
worthy Name, the Lord 7Zeſus Chriſt; bur 
this Profeſſion is hut a Cloak, he ſecretly 


practiſeth Wickedneſs: He is a Glutton, » 


Drunkard, or Covefous, or Unclean. Well, 
fairh God, I will looſe the Reins of this Pro- 
feſſor, Iwill give him up to hi Aﬀecrs 
ons, | will looſe thelReins of his Luſts before 
him, he (hall be entangled with his beaſtly -: 
Luft, he ſhall be overcome of ungodly Com- 
pany. Thus they that turn aſide to their own 
crooked. Ways, P/2!.125.5. Ihe Lord ſhall * 


lead them forth with the Workers of Iniquity. - Wi 
This is God's Hand immediately: God is 


now dealing with this Man himſelf; Barren 
tizg-iree, hearken, Thou art crouded into a 


2 


538 The Barren Fig⸗tree. 

Profeſſion, art got among the Godly, and 
there art a Scandal to the holy-and glorious 
Goſpel ; but withal fo cunning, that like 
the Sons of Zeruiah, thou art too hard for 
the Church; ſhe knows not how to deal 
with thee. Well, faith God, I will deal with 
that Man my ſelf, Ezek. 14. 7, 8. 1-1! 
 enſwer that Man by my ſelf : he that ſets up 
his Idols in his Heart, and puts the Stum- 
bling-Block of his Iniquity before his Face, 
and yet comes and appears before me; l 
ebill ſet my Face againſt that Man, and Will 
make him @ Sign and a Proverb; and I will 
cut him off from the midſt of my People: and 
. ye ſhall know that I am the Lord. 

But, Secondly, God doth ſometimes cut 
down the barren Fjg-tree by the Church, by 
the Church's due” Execution of the Laws 
and Cenſures, which Chriſt for that Pur- 
poſe hath left with his Church. This is the 


meaning of that in Mat, 18. 1 Cor. 5. and 


that in 1 Tim. 1. 20. upon which now | 
{hall not enlarge. But which Way ſoever 
God dealeth with thee, O rhon barren Fig- 
tree, Whether by Himſelf immediately, or 


by his Church, it amounts to one and the fi 


lame. For if timely Repentance prevent 
not, The End of that Soul is Damnation, 
They areblaſted, and withered, and _ 
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The Barren Fig⸗tree. 39 


led by Men, God's Enemies; and at laſt be 


ing caſt into the Fire, burning muſt be their 
End. That which beareth Briars and Thorns, 
is nigh unto- curſi; ng, whoſe End is to be 
burned, Heb. 6.8, 

And again, ſometimes by cut it down, 


God means, caſt it out of the World: Thus 


he cut down Nadab and Abibu, When be 
burned them up with fire from Heaven, Num. 
16. 31, 32, 33. Thus he cut down Corah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, when he made The. 
Earth to ſwallow them %, Thus he cat down. 
Saul, 1 Sam. 31. 4. *hen be gave him up io 
fall upon the edos of bis own Sword, and died. 
Thus he cut doron Ananias with Saphira his 
Wife, when be flruck them down dead in the 
midſt of ihe Congregation, Acts 5. 5, 10. I 
might here al ſo diſcourſe of Abſolom, Abi- 
wofhel, and Fudas, who were all 1h; ee hangs. 
ed: The firſt by God's revenging Hand, the 


other were given np of God to be their own- 4 15 


Executioners. Theſe were barren and un- 
profitable Fig- trees, ſuch as God took no 
pleaſure in, therefore he commanded 7 cut 

them down. The Pſalmiſt ſaith, P/al. 58. 9 
He ſhall take them away as with aWhir! 4. 4 
wind, both living, and in his Wrath. 
Barren Fig-tree, hearken; God calls for 
the Ax, his Sword, bring it hither, here is a 
barren 


by 


6 The Barren Fig-tres. 


bereth he the Ground? 8 

 . Why cumbereth it the Ground? 
By theſe Words the Lord ſuggeſteth Rea: 
ſons of his Diſpleaſure againſt the barren 
Eg: tree; It cumbereth the Ground. The 


Holy Ghoſt doth not only take an Argument 


from its Barrenneſs, but becauſe it is a Cm: 
ber. ground, therefore cut it down; where- 


| fore it mult needs be a Provocation. 


I. Becauſe as much as in him lieth, he 


diſappointeth rhe Deſign of God in planting 


his Vineyard; 1 looked that is. ſhould bring 
orth Fruit. 
2. It hath al fo abuſed his: Patience, his 


Long-ſuffering, his three Tears Patience. 
3. Ir hath alſo abuſed his Labour, his 


* Pains, his Care, and Providence of Protecti- 
on and Preſervation: for he hedges his Vine- 


yard, and walls it about. Cumber-ground, all 
theſe things thou abuſeſt. He waters his 


| Yineyard, and looks to ir Night and Day, 
bur all theſe things thou baſt abuſed: 


Further; There are other Reaſons of 


li God's Diſpleaſufe: As, 
WW Firſt, A Cumber- ground i is a very Mock 


and Reproach to Religion, a Mock and Re- 
Proach to the "wage of a to the People of 


barten Profeſſors, Cut him down, why cu. 


G 


— 
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The Barren Fig⸗tree. 6r 
God, to the Word of God, and to the Name 
of Religion. It isexpetted of all hands, that 
all the Trees in the Garden of God ſhould” 

be fruitful; God expects Fruit, the Church 
expects Fruit, the World, even the World, 


IGood-works ; I ſay, the very World expect- 
th that Profeſſors ſhould be better than 
themſelves: But barren Fig tree, thou dif- 

zppointeſt all: Nay, haſt thou not learned 
e Wis Wicked ones thy Ways? Haſt thou not 
g earned them to be more Wicked by thy 
Example? (but that's by the by:) Barren 
g trer, thou haſt diſappointed others, and 
muſt” be diſappointed thy ſelf. Cut it down, 
y cumbereth it the Ground? 1 


is Secondly, The barren Fig- tree, rates up 
i- Je Room where a better Tree might ſtand, IL. 
e- Wy, it rakes up the Room, it keeps, ſo long 
it ſtands where it doth; a fruitful Tree 


ut of that Place, and therefore it muſt be 
ut down. Barren Hguree, Doſt thou hear ?- 
becauſe the Fewws ſtood fruitleſs in the Vine- 
ard; therefore ſaid God, Matth. 2 1. 33; 
1. The Kingdom of Heaven ſhall be taken: 
om you, and fhall-be given to a Nation that 
bull render hm their Fruits in their Seaſon: 
he Zeros for their Barrenneſs were cas down,, 
d more fruitful People put in their. room. 

„ . V 
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conclude that Profeſſors ſhould be fruitful in- = 


| Jr 7 
62 The Barren Fig-tree. 
As Samuel alſo ſaid to barren Saul, 1 Sam: 
15. 28. Ihe Lord bath rent rhe Kingdom: 
from thee, and hath given it to thy Neighbour 
that is better than thou. The unprofitable 
Servant muſt be caſt out, muſt be cut down, 
IT RT ed 00 es 
 Cumber-ground! How many hopeful, in 
clinable, forward People, haſt thou by thy 
- fruitleſs and unprofitable Life, kept out of 
the Vineyard of God? For thy ſake bare 
the People ſtumbled at Religion; by thy 
Lite have they been kept from the Love of 
their own Salvation. Thou haft been alſo 
a means of hardening others, and of quench- 
ing, and killing weak beginnings. Well, 
barren Fi- tree] look to thy ſelf, (thou wilt 
not go to Heaven thy ſelf, and them that 
would thou hindereſt ;) Thou mult not al 
ways cumber thy Ground, nor always hin 
der the Salvation of others: Thou ſhalt be 
cut down, and another. ſhall be planted in ily 
ba. . 
Thirdly, The cumber ground is a Sucket 
le draws away the Heart and Nouriſhmen 
from the other Trees, Were the Cumbcr 
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ground cut down, the other would be mos 

{ruitſu]; he draws away the fatneſs of th ©" 

ground to himſelf, that would make t I 

other more hearty and fruitful. One 8. 75 
8 


er deſtroyeth much good, Ecclef. 9. 18. 
The Cumber ground is a very Droan in 
he Hive, that eats up the Honey that 
hould feed the labouring Bee; he is a 


hie / in the Candle, that waſteth the Tal- 
h, but giveth no Light; he is the anſavory 


malt, that is fit for nought but the Dunghil. 
. ook to it Barren Fg tree. N 
| : PAN 25 2 RE 
* Ind he anſwering, ſaid unto him, Lord, 


let it alone this Tear alſo, until I ſpall 
ch-M 4rg about it, and dung it; and if it 
ell bear Fruit, well; and if not, then 
vil after that thou ſhalt cut it down, Ver. 
8, 9. FE 


Heſe are the Words of the Dreſſer ok 
the Vineyard, who, I told you, js Je- 
sChriſt, (for he made interceſſion for the 
ranſgeſſors.) And they contain a Petiti- 
n, preſented to an offended Juſtice, pray- 
g that a little more Time and Patience 
night be exerciſed towards the Barren 
umber-ground FEig- tree. : 
In this Petition, there are S/ Things 
onfiderable: _ „ FRED 
Firſt, That Juſtice might be TO 
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64 The Barren Fig-tree. 
O that Juſtice: might be deferred. Lord, le 


barren Fig-tree may yet abide Barren, when 


Fit bear Fruit, &c. 


come upon thee. And if it bear Fruit, well 
And i not, then aſter that thou ſhalt cut i 


Method, . by way of Expoſition. | 


2 N 


4 
il! - ſhould concern himſelf with a Barren #; 


it alone, &c. a while longer. 

Secondly. Here is Time prefixed, as 
ſpace to try, if more Means toi cure 
Barren F. Sure. Lord, 15 it alone His Te 
ge... 1 
Thirdly, The Means to Help it, are profil 
pounded, e I ſhall dig about it,and dung it 

Fburtbly, Here is alſo an inſinuation of 
a Suppofirion, that by thus doing, God; 
expeQation may be anſwered ;.. Ard if i 
bear Fruit, well. 

Fifihly, Here is. a Sudpobticn that th: 


Chriſt hath done what He will unto it; an 


Sixthly, Here is at laſt a Re/alatins, thit 
if thou continue barren, hewing Days mil 


down. 
But to proceed according to my form 


wg let it. alone this. Tear alſo. 


Here is aſtoniſhing Grace indeed; alto 
niſhing Grace! I ſay, thar the Lord Tef 


Nit 


The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 65 

2ree, that he ſhould ſtep in to ſtop the Blow | 
rom a barren Fig-tree. True, he ſtopt the 
Blow but for a time; But, why did he ſtop it 
t all? Why did not he fetch out the Ax? 
hy did he not do Execution? Why did not 


he cut it down © Barren Fig tree] Tis well 
For thee that there is a Jefus at God's S Right 


e und, a Jeſus of that largeneſs of Bowels, a 
bebe compaſſion for a barren Fig-tree zelſe 
: g Juſtice had never let thee alone to cumber 


the Ground as thou haſt done. When I/ 
acl alſo had ſinned againſt God, down they 
it gone; but that Moſes ſtood in the Breach, 
x0d. 32. 10. Let me alone, ſaid God to 
im, that I may conſume them in a moment, 
nd 1 will make of thee a great Nation. Bar- 

en Fig-tree, doſt thou hear: Thou knoweſt 
ot how oft the Hand of Divine Juſtice hath 
een up to ſtrike, and how many years ſince 
hou hadſt been car down, had not Jeſus 
aught hold of his Father's Ax. Let me a- 
one, let me fetch my Blow, or cut it dton, 
phy cumbereth it the ground? Wilt thou not 
car yer Barren Fig tree? Wilt thou pro- 
oke ſtill? Thou baſt wearied Men, and 
rovoked the Juſtice of Gon And wilt. 
bout weary my God alſo £ Iſa. 7. 13. 


Lord, let it alone this Tear ra} 2 
: „ or 


8 
* 
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66 The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 
Lord, a little longer, let's not loſe a Soul 
for want of means; I wil! try, I will ſee i 
I can make it fruitful, I will not beg a loi 
Life, nor that it might ſtill be harren, and 
Jo provoke thee. I beg for the ſake of the 
Soul, the immortal Soul, Lord ſpare it, ow 
Pear only, one year longer, this year al» ; ii 
I do any Good to it, it will be 1 a /itth 
 #:me. Thou ſhalt not be over-wearied with 
waiting; one year, and then. = 
Barren Fig-tree, doſt thou hear what 
ſtriving there is between the Vine dreſſn 
and the Husbandman, for thy Life. cut i 
_ down, ſays one; Lord, ſpare it; faith ano. 
ther: Is a Cumber-ground, ſaith the Fa 
ther; one year longer prays the Son, Let i 
alone this y:er alſo. FD, 


_ Until I. all dig about it, and dung it. 


The Lord Jeſus by theſe Words ſup 
poſeth tuo things, as the Cauſes of the wan 
of Fruit in a Barren Fig tree; and tioo thing 
he ſuppoſeth as a Remedy, 

The things that are a cauſe of want d 
Fruit, are, „„ 
1. I Earth: bound; Lord, the Fig: tre 
Ear ⅛?˙U¹àL . © W- 
2: A want of warmer Means, f fatia's 
— 7 EE; Wu 


es Where 


— 4 — 


Wer it alone this year alſo, untill T ſhall dig 


ound Soul, thou art wrapt up in thick Clay. 1 
any Man love the World, the love of the 
'ather is not in him: How then can he be © 
uitful in the Vineyard? This kept Zudzs i 


The Barren Fig⸗tree. 6 
Wherefore accordingly he propound- 


th, | „„ . 


1 0 Jy | . 1 
Secondly, And thex to ſupply it with | 
Dung ; to dig about it, and dung it. Lord, 


bout it. I doubt it is too much ground» 
bound ; The Love of this World, and the 
deceit fulneſs of Riches, (Luke 14.) lye too 
cloſe to the Roots of the Heart of this Pro- 
feſſor. The love of Riches, - the love. f 
onours, the love of Pleaſures, are the 
Thorns that choak the Word, 1 John 2. 
15, 16. for all that is in the World, the 
uſts of the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eyes, 
and the Pride of Life, are not of the Father, 
but Enmity to God. How then (where theſe 
hings bind up the Heart,) can there be 
ruit brought forth to God? Barren Fig- 
rec, fee how the Lord Jeſus, by theſe very 
ords, ſuggeſteth the cauſe of thy fruitleſneſs 
of Soul. The things of this World /ye too 
loje to thy Heart; the Earth with its things 
ave bound up thy Roots thou art an Earth. 
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68 Che Barren Fig⸗ tree. 


$ from the Fruit of caring for the Poor, i 
1 12. 6. This kept Demaz from the Fruit Mur 
il Self denyal, 2 Tim. 4. lo. And this Kept 4 
| nanias and Saphira his Wife, from the goolMea: 

Ul Iy Fruit of Sincerity and Truth, As 5. s! 
Nl. 10. What ſhall I fay, Theſe are fooliſh aner 
it Hur ful Luſts, which drown Men in DeſtrWh 

#1 clio and Perdition ; for the love of Money «rt! 
bt | the root of all Evil, 1 Tim. 8.9, 10, How 
N then can good Fruit grow from fuch ife 
Af Root, the Root of all Evil? Thich, wiilWay 
41  fome covet after, they have erred from fi it 
Faaitb, and pierced themſelves through wilMhi 
4 many Sorrows. It is an evil Root, nay, iti 
Kh the Root of all Evil: how then can the PU 

feſſor that hath ſuch a Root, or a Roo 

bi. wrap'd up in. ſuch earthly things, as th A 
a! Luſts, and Pleaſures, and Vanities of tlic 

i World, bring forth Fruit to God. l 

0 Until Tfhall [dig] about it; - 7 

| Lord; I will looſe his Roots, I u dip 


up this Barth, | wiltlay his Roots bare; m 

Hand ſhall be upon him by Sickneſs, rs 
Diſappointments, by croſs. Providences; u. 
will dig about him until he ſtands. ſhakin 
and tottering, until he be ready to fall 
then, if ever, he will, ſeek to take * 
5 0 


"> —— — ns. 


err ar — FLO 
5 


— — rm oe 
x 


* E 495 arms oy 
— 5 WW LON — — — : 
133 — 
—— 


: ; 


ry . 
* 


. 


Che Barren Fig-tree. 69 


Id. Thus, I ſay, dels the Lord Jeſus 
times with the barren Profeſſor; be dig- 
h about him, he ſmiteth one Blow athis 
cart, another blow at his Luſts, a bird at - 
5 Pleaſures, a foxrth at his Comforts, ano- 
er at his S-l-conceitednels;- thus he dig- 

th about him: This is the way to take bad 
rth from his Roots, and ro looſen his 
pots from the Earth. Barren Fig-tree, 
e here the Care, the Love, the Labour and 

ay, which the Lord Jeſus, the Dreſſer 


che Vineyard, is fain to take with thee, 
viilWbaply thou mayeſt be made fruitful. 
it - | 
Profil Until I ſhall dig about it, and{[dung] it. 
00 | | by” 
tu As the Earth, by binding the Roots too 


tuWicly, may hinder the Tree's being fruit- 

I; ſo the want of better Means may be 

[0 a cauſe thereof. And this is more than 
jimated by the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, 
i I ſhall dig about it, and dung it; I will 
pply it with a more fruitful Miniſtry, 
tha warmer Word. I will give them Pa- 
rs after mine own Heart, I will dang them. 


s; Wu know Dung is a more warm, more fat, 
ki re hearty, and ſuccouring Matter, than 
falommonly the place in which Trees are 


4,5 8 E 
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70 _The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 
I will dig about it, and dung it, I will 
bring it under an Heart. awaſtening Miniſtry, 
the Means of Grace /hall be fat, and gol 
I will alſo vifit it wich Heart-awakening 
Heart-warming, Heart encouraging Conh 
derations; I will apply warm Dung to in 
Roots; | will ſtrive with him by my Spiri, 
and give him ſome taſtes of the Heaven 
Gift, and the Power-of the World to come 
I am loth to loſe him for want of digging; 
Lord, let it alone this Year alſo, untill | 
ſhall dig about it, and dung it. 


And if it bear Fruit, well.] 
And if the Fruit of all my Labour make 
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Uh the Fig-tree fruitful, I ſhall count e 
45 Time, my Labour and Means well beſtowſh< 
1 ed upon it; and thou alſo, O my God, ſhall” 
wh be therewith much delighted; For et. 
1 | art gracious and merciful, and repente| 

4 thee of the Evil which thou threatneſt “ 


 bringupon a People. 5 4 
Theſe Words therefore inform us, that 
a Barren Fig- tree, a Barren Profeſſor, ſha 
now at laſt bring forth to God, it ſhall g 
well with that Profeſſor, it ſhall go we 
wich that poor Soul. His former Bret 
neſs, his former tempting of God, his abu ir 
of God's Patience and Long ſuffering; Melt, 
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Che Barren Fig-tree, 71 
nil ſpending Year after Year, ſhall now be 

ll forgiven him. Tea, God the Father, 
nd our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will now paſs by, 
nd forget all, and ſay, Well donè at the laſt, 
hen I ay to the wicked, O wicked Man, 
ou ſhalt ſurely die, it he then do that which 

awful and right, if he walks in the Sta- 
ures of Life, without committing Iniquity, 
e ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die, Ezek. 18. 
1. Barren Fig- tree, doſt thou hear? The 
x is laid to thy Roots, the Lord Jeſus 
rays God to ſpare thee: Hath he been gjg- 
ing about thee? Hath he been dunging of 
ze, O barren Fig-tree? Now thou art come 
) the Point; if thou ſhalt now become 
00d, if thou ſhalt after a gracious manner 
> in the Goſpel-dung, and if thou ſhalt 
:ing forth Fruit unto God, well; but if 
ot, the Fre is the laſt. Fruit or the Fire; 
„nit, or the Fire, Barren Fig tree. if it 
fl ' Tia Fruit, well, | 
And if not, then after. that thou ſhalt 


cut it down. ö 


And if not, &c. The Lord by this If 
iveth us to undcrſtand, that there is a Ge- 
ration of Profeſſors in the World, that 
a\oW< incurable, that 21/7 not, that cannot re- 
„ ent, nor be profited by the means of 
_ | 5 Grace; 


LY 


72 The Barren Fig⸗tree. 
Grace: A Generation, I ſay, that will te 
tain a Profeſſion, but will not bring forth 
Fruit: A Generation that will wear out 

the Patience of God, Time and Tide 

Threatnings and Interceſſions, Judgment 

and Mercies; And After all, will be un. 

frunful. 8 

O the a Wickedneſs that is in thy 

Heart: Barren Profeſſor, Doſt thou hear? 
the Lord Jeſus ſtands yet in doubt about thee! 
There is an | if | ſtands yer in the way. 

Ny, the Lord Jeſus ſtands yet in doubt about 
- thee, whether at laſt thou- wilt be good; 

whether he may not labour in vain ; "whe 
ther his digging and dunging will com: 
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> There .1S nothing more exaſperating 
5 che Mind of a Man, than to find all hi 
Kindneſs and Favour {lighted : Neither | 
the Lord Jefus ſo provoked with any thin; 
as when Sinners abuſe his Means of Graf 


1 to more than loſt Labour. I gave her ſpar; 
= Zo repent, and ſhe repented not, Rev. 2. 21:1 
= I digged about it, I dunged it, I gaineſg r 
Time, and ſupplied it with Means; but rt 
we - laboured herein in vain; and ſpent Mat 
W Strength for nought, and i in vain. Doſt th 0 
ik hear, barren Fig-rree?- There is yet a QuiWan 
il ſtion, I "berher twill be well with thy Ses 
ne | ol 


* 


3 


e. f it be barren and fruitleſs under my Go- 
1h pel; if it turn my Grace into Wanton- 
ut bels; if after digging, and dunging, and 
JM airing, it yet remain unfruitful, I will let 
1157 cut it down, 


Golpel means applied, is the laſt Remedy 
For a barren Profeſſor; if the Goſpel, if the 


e nothing expected, but cat it down, Then 


eher that, thou ſhalt cut it down, _ 

0 Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, zbox that Ailleft 
ou be Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent 
ao thee, how often would I have gathered 
e Children theether, as an Hen gathereth 
mr Chickens under ber Wings, and ye would © 
acer: e Therefore your Houſes are left unto 


ou deſolate? Matth. 23. 37, 38. Let it 
-1nn0r be, but that this Lord Jeſus, who at 
iſt, did put a ſtop to the execution of his 
ather's Juſtice, becauſe he defired to try 


noWnore Means with the F72-7ree : I ſay, it 
WweaEWinnot be, but that an Heart fo full of Com- 
SoÞp2fon, as His is, ſhould be touched, to be. 


old this Profeſſor muſt now be cut down, 

Luk, 19.4 1, 4 2. Aud when be was come near, 

beheld the City, and wept over it, Jaying 

/ thou hadſt known, cen hau, at t-aſt i in 


ning 55 ity Dq, the things that belong to ihy * 
acc; but note they are are lid al om thine Excs. 
23 ; After 
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zrace of the Goſpel will not do, there can 
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74 - The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 
A ſter that, thou ſhall cut it down.) 


When Chriſt g:veth thee over, there is 11 
Interceſſor, no Mediator, 70 more Sacrifice 
for Sin: All is gone but Zudeme#f, but the 
Ax, bur à certain fearful looking for of 
Judgment, and. fiery Indignation, whit) 
ſhall devour the Adverſaries, Heb. 10. 26 
27,28. | 

ren Fig-tree* take heed that thoy 

comeſt not to theſe 74 Words, for theſe, 
Words are a g7vec-vp, a caſt- up, a caſt-up 
oOofa Caſt- away; Aſter that, thou ſhalt cue 

it down. They are as much as if Chriſt had 
ſaid, Father, I begg'd for more ti me for thier 
barren Profeſſor; 1 begg'd until I ould dl 
sa ubout it, and dung it: But now, Father, th; 
S 27: is out, the Year is ended, the SzmmerW;; 
i it ended, and no good done. I have allo; 
= :ryd with my Means, with the Goſpel; Md 
W have digged about it, I have laid al ſo t. p. 
at and hearty Dung of the Goſpel to it; H 
all comes to nothing. Father, I deliver 7 
this Profeſſor to thee again, I have done, Ip}, 
have done all, I have done praying, and en 5, 
-deayouring ; I will hold the bead of thine Aſþ,y 
no longer: Take him into the Hands dich 
Juſtice, do Juſtice, do the Law, I w:/! neunW,.1 
beg for him mare. After that, thou ſhalt calf T. 


— 
* 


The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 75 
! Hoon Wo uo them, when I depart from 
em, loſ. 9. 12. Now is this Profeſſor left 
Luked indeed, naked to God, naked to Sa- 
an, to Sip, to the Law, to Death, to Hell, 
ed to Nugment, and to the Gripes of 
guiliy Conſcience, and to the Torment of 
hat Worm that never dies, and to that 
ire that never ſhall be quenched, Heb. 12. 
5. See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeat“- 
th; for if they eſcaped not, who refuſed 
im "that ſpare on Kanth, much more ſhall not 
2 eſcape, if we turn away from him that 
beaketh from Heaven. From this brief Paſs. . 
irough this Parable, you have theſe two . 
eneral Obſervations. "P 7 
Hrſt, That even then when: the Juſtice 
God cries out, I cannot endure to wart on 
bis barren Proſe Nor any longer; then Jeſus 
hriſt intercedes for a little more Patience, 
id a /;rtle more ſtriving with this Profeſſor, 
poſſible he may make him a fruitful Pro- 


VlW-Oor : Lord, let it alone this Tear alſo, un- 
u 1 al! dig about it, and dung it; and if 
„ bear Fruit, well, &c. 


Secondly, There are ſome Profeſſors whoſe 

hay of Grace will end with Cut it down, 

ith Judgment ; when Chriſt by his Means, | 

ach been uſed for their Salvation. 

* F N of theſe Obſervations I ſhall 
" WJ pals, 


<6 
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76 The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 
- paſs, and not meddle at all therewith; But 

hall briefly ſpeak to the Second, to wit, 
I hat there are ſome Profeſſors, whoſe Day 

„% Grace will end with Cut it down, wii 

2 na when Chriſt by bis Means ha 
en uſed for their Salvation. 


This the Apoſtle ſheweth in that third IM 
Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Hebrews; 
wherehe tells us, that the People of the Jem 
after a forty Nears Patience, and endeavourW! 
to do 'em good by the Means appointed fu 
that purpole, their End was to be cat down, 
er excluded the Land of Promiſe for their: 
final Incredulity; So tre ſce they could nul. 
enter in, becauſe of Unbelief, Wherefore” 
faich he, I was grieved with that Genera 
tion, and ſaid, they do always err in thn 
Hearts, and they have not known my Ways: 
So | ſware in my Wrath, they ſhall not en 
ter into my Reſt. As who ſhould fay, | 2 
” would they ſhould have entred in, and tay” 
thit purpoſe I brought them out of EH“ 
led them through. the Sea, and taugb 
them inthe Wilderneſs ;- but they did nd 7 
anſwer my Work nor Deſigus in that mat "e 
ter: Wherefore, they ſhall not, I ſware the Ar 
ſhall not; I feecre in my Wrath, they fl 
not enter into my Reſt : Here is curtingÞ®: 
down with Judgment. So again, f cle 
. OT =. "Jan 
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The Barren Fig-tree 77 
ut faith, 4s I have ſworn in my Wrath, if they 
ſhall enter into my Reſt, although the Works 

\y WY 2227's ſfiniſßed from the Foundation of the 
i  Wor'd, Heb. 4. 2, 3, 4. This Word [f] 
Dis the ſame with [Hey ſhall not] in the: 
Chapter before. And where he ſaith, A& 

nd uh the Works were finiſhed from the four. 
dition ef the World; he giveth us to un- 
en derſtand, that what Preparations ſoever are 
out made for the Salvation. of Sinners, and of 
fa how long continuance ſoever they are, yer 
the God-tempting, God-provoking, and 
heul fruitleſs Profeſſor, is like to go without a 
„ chare therein; a/rhowgh the Works were f. 
ore ziſbed from the Foundation of the World.- 
eye Jude 5. 6. T will therefore put you in remem- 
end brance, though ye once knew this, how - 
hat the Lord having ſaved the. People out 
he Land of Egypt, afterwards deftroyed. 
„Nen that beheved not. And the Angele 
hat hept not their firſt Eftate, but left their 

„e Habitation, be bath reſerved in ever. 
Light laſting Chains under Darkneſs, unto the 
nol. 7dement of the Great Day. Here is an In- 
fiance to propoſe, an Inſtince. of Men and 
Angels: Men ſaved out of the Land of 
Egypt, and in their Journey towards Canaan, 
tie Type of Heaven, cut down; Angels 
Wcicated and placed in the Heavens in great 
5 D 3 8 


78 The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 
_— State and Principality: yet both theſe, be. 
cauſe unffuitful to God in their Places 
nere cut down; the Men deſtroyed by Got, 
w—  (iorfſo faith the Text) and the Angels 1. 
ws {rv in everlaſting Chains under Darknek, 


tio be great Day | 
= Now, in my handling of this Point,! 
=_ {all Diſcourſe of the calting down, or the 


I Judgment here denounced, as it reſpeQeti 
the doing of it by God's Hand immediately, 
and that too, with reſpect to his caſting then 
out of the World, and not as it reſpeQeth 
an Act of the Church, c. And as to this 
cutting down, or Judgment, it mult be 
concluded, that it cannot be before the Dy 
of Grace be paſt with the Fig-tree, but ac 
Y cording to the Obſervation, There be ſont 
| ' Profeſſors whoſe Day of Grace will end wil) 
. 
I 


WE Curt it down; and according to the Words o 
] the Text, Then | after that] thou ſbalt cu 
tit down: Aſter that, that is, after all ny 
Alttempts and Endeavours to make it fruit 
ful, after J have left it, given it over, donif 
with it, and have reſolved to beſtow nM 
more Days of Grace, Opportunities of Grace 
and Means of Grace upon ir, then, aft: 
- that. thou ſhalt cut it down. 


wit] 


HhHeſides, the giving ap of the Fig-trec, . 
befo 


* e 


re the Execution. Execution is not ai 1 
| CS br wa} 


The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 79 
be. ways preſently on the Sentence given; for 
after that a convenient Time is thought on, 
and then is catting down + And ſo it is bere 
r- in the Text. The Decree, that it ſhall pe- 
rich, is gathered from its continuing fruitleſs 
Wat the laſt Year, and at the end of all En- 
„I deavours: But cutting down” is not yet, 
the for that comes with an n After - word: Then 
ett Mer that, thou ſhalt cut it down. 
11,0" So then, that I may orderly proceed with - 
en the Obſervation, I muſt lay down theſe two | 
eth Propoſitions. 
the Prop. 1. That the Day of FI ends 
be) ſome Men before God takes them out of 
his World. And, 
a Prop, 2. The Death, or cutting down of 
ſuch Men, will be dread ful. For this cut it 
own, when it is underſtood in the wc 
ſenſe, (as here indeed it ought) it ſheweth, 
not only the Wrath of God againſt a Man's - 
Life in this World, but his Wrath againſt 
im Body and Soul; and js as much as to 
ay, Cur him off frem all the joins ap 
Benefits that come by Grace, both in this 
orld, and that which is to come. 
But to proceed, The Day of Grace ende 
with Yome Men befor 6 God taketh them out 
bis World. 
I ſhall. give you ſome Inſtances of cles; 
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80 The Barren Fig tee. 
and ſo go on to the laſt Propoſition. 
c Fir ft. I ſhall inſtance in Cain; Cain was 
_ = Profeſſor, (Cen. 4. 3.) a Sacrificer, 1 
#1 Worſhipper of Ged, yea, the fiift Wor- 
1 ſhipper that we read of after the Fall; but 
his Grapes were wild ones, Gen 4. 5, 8. his 
Works were evil, he did not do what he did 
* from true Goſpel Motives; there fore God 
diſallowed his Work. At this his Counte. 

- nance falls: Wherefore he envies his Bro. 
ther, diſpures him, takes -his opportunity 
and kills him. Now in the Day he did this 
Act, were the Heavens cloſed up againſt 
him, and that himſelf did ſmartingly and 
fearfully feel, when God made Inquiſition 
for the Blood of Abel; And now curſed (aid 
God) ſhalt thou be from the Earth, wh: 
bath opened ber Mouth to receive thy Bro. 
thers Blood from thy Hand, &c. Gen. 4. S, il, 
12, 13, 14. And Cain ſaid, My Puniſhment 

is greater than can bear : Mine Iniquii) 
is greater than that it may be forgiven. Be 
bold, thou baſt driven me out this Day fron 
the Face of the Earth, and from thy Fact 


I #o//I be hid. Now thou art curſed, faith 
mW. God. Thou haſt driven me out this Day, 
faith Cain, and from thy Face ſhall I be 

hid; I ſhall never more have Hope in thee, 

Smile from thee, nor- expect Mercy * 


2 


Grace ended, and the Heavens, with God's 


acurſed Brood, to build a City, (and what i 


16. 12. But he was the Son F the Bond- 


The Barren Fig-tree, 8 WM 
thy Hand. Thus therefore, Cain's Day of | =" 


own Heart, were ſhut up againſt him, yet 
after this he lived long, Gen. 4. 10. Cut- 
ting down was not come yet; after this he 
lived to marry a Wife, ver. 17. to beget 


not ?) all which could not be quickly 
done: Wherefore Cain might live after the 
Day of Grace was paſt with him, ſeveral 
hundred Lears. „„ 

Secondly, I ſhall inſtance in hmael, Gen. 
17. 25, 26, 1/hmael, was a Profeſſor, was Wa 
brought up in Abrahams Family, and was 
circumciſed at thirteen Nears of Age, Gen. | 


woman, he brought not forth good Fruit, e We 
was a wild Profeſſor : For all his. Religion, 
he would ſcoff at thoſe that were better 
than himſelf; . Well, upon a Day his Bro- 
ther I/aac was weaned, at which time his 
Father made a Feaſt, and rejoiced. before 
the Lord, for that he had given him the 
Promiſed Son; at this Ithmael . ocked mae: 


them, their Son, and godly: Rejoicing. Then - Wi 


came the Spirit of God. upon. Sarab, 
and ſhe cry'd, Caſt him aut, caſt out this... al 
Bond-woman and her Son; for the Son of < 
this Bond. woman. ſhall. not be. Heir. . with * al 
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82 The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 


Now Paul to the Galatians, (Chap. 4. 29, 
30, 3 1.) makes this caſting out to be, not 
only a caſting out of Abraham's Family, 
but a caſting out alſo from a Lot with the 
. Saints in Heaven. 
" notable proof thereof, in ſaying, That when 
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Gen. 25. 17. his People by his Morher's 
Aide; for he was reckon'd from her, the 
Son of Hagar, the Son of the Bond-woman, 
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ny Son, with aac, Gen. 21. 9, 10 11, 


Alſo Moſes giveth us 


he dy'd, be was gathered to his People, 


Now ſhe was deſcended from the Egyptian, 


Gen. 2 1. 9. So that he was gathered when 
he dy'd, notwithſtanding his Profeſſion, to 


the place that Pharaoh and his Hoſt were 
gathered to, who were drowned in the 


1 Red. Sea; theſe were his People, and he 


was of them, both by Nature and Diſpoſt 


tion, by perſecuting as they did. But now, 
een did the Day of Grace end with thi 


Man? Obſerve, and I will ſhew you: I/. 


mae l was thirteen Tears old when he was 
circumciſed ; and then was Abraham ninei) 


Tears old and nine, Gen. 17. 24, 25, 26. 


The next Year 1/azc was born. So that /. 


mael was now fourteen Years of Age. Now 


when I/aac was weaned, (ſuppoſe he ſuck'd 
| four Years) by that account, The Day , 


Grace muſt be ended with Iſhmael, by that 
| „ 


c&c. For that Day he mocked, that Day it = 


Ihmael lived an hundred and nineteen-Yeats 


— 


was faid, Caſt him out; and of that caſting 
out, the Apoſtle makes what. I have ſaid. 
Beware, ye young barren Profeſſors. Novy 


after this, in great Tranquility and Ho- 


-nour with Men : After this, he alfo begar al 


twelve Princes, even after his Day of Grace 
was paſt. . — 

Thirdly, I ſhall inftance Eſau, Gen. 25. 
27, Cc. Eſau alſo was a Profeſſor, he was 
born unto 1/aac, and circumciſed according 
to the Cuſtom : But Eſau was a gameſome a 


Profeſſor, an Huntſman, a Man of the Field; 


alſo he was wedded to his Luſts, which he Wl 
did alſo venture to keep, rather than the Ii 
Birth-right. Well, upon a Day when he ln 


came from Hunting, and was faint, he ſold 


his Birth-right to Jacob his Brother. Now wn 
the Birth-right, in thoſe Days, had the Pro- 


- miſe and Bleſſing annexed to it. Yea, they na 
were ſo Entailed in this, that the ene could 
not go without the other; wherefore the 
Apoſtle's Caution is here of weight, Hev. nl 
12. 16, 17. Take beed, faith he, let t here b 
among you 4 Fornicator, or profane Perſon, al 
45 Eſau, who for one mer/el of Meat ſold his 


j 
Birth. right: for ye know howthat rea | ll 
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84 The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 
when be would have inherited the Bleſſing, 
bie was rejefted; for he found no place of 
mw Kepentance, though he ſought it carefully 
= . with Tears. Now the ending of Eſaus 
| Day of Grace, is to be reckon'd from his 
ſelling of his Birth. right: For there the A- 
poſtle points it, leſt there be among you a- 
ny, that like Eſau, ſells his Birth-right; 
for then goes hence the Bleſſing alſo. 
But E/az fold his Birth-right long before 
his Death, Twenty Years after this Jacob 
was with Laban, (Gen. 31. 41. and 32. 6.) 
"and when he returned home, his Brother 
Eau met him. Further, after this, when 
Facob dwelt again ſome time with his Fa- 
ther, then Jacob and Eſau buryd him. | 
i ſuppoſe (Gen. 35. 28, 29.) he might live 
above forty, yea, for onghe ! know, above 
fourſcore Years after he had fold bis Birth- 
right, and ſo conſequently had put himſelf 
out of the Grace of God. 
bree things I would further note upon 
WW theſe threc Profeſſors. 
' Firſt, Cain an angry Profeſſor, Iſhmael 

a mocking one, E/au a luſtful, gameſome 
one: Three Symptoms of a barren Profetlor. 
Por he that can be Angry, and that can 
Mock, and that can indulge his Luſts, can. 
[Wt not bring forth Fruit t to God... 5 
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The Barren Fig⸗tree. 8 
S-condly, The Day of Grace ended with 

” Wicle Profeſſors, at that time when they 
ommitted ſome grievous Sin; as Carr, 
hen he killed his Brother; I/2mae/, when 
e mock'd at I/aac, &c. and Eſau, when our 
f love to his Luſts, he deſpiſed, and fold 
os Birth-right. Beware, barren Profeffos 
Thou mayeft do that in half a quarter of an 
Hour, from the Evil of which thou mayeſt 
> Mut be delivered for ever aud cue. 
h Thirdly, Yet theſe three, after their Day 
race was over, lived better Lives, as to 
r 
1 


* 


ww. 


utward things, than ever they did before. 
un, after this, was Lord of a City, Gen. 4. 
7. Iſhmael, was after this, Father of twelve 
rinces, Gen. 25. 16, and Eſau, after this, 
old his Brother, I have enough, my Brother, 
ep that thou haſt to thy ſelf, Chap. 33. 8,9. 
ate, and Peace, and a proſperous Life in 
Vutwards, are no fign of the Favour of 
od to a barren and fruitleſs Profeſfor ; bur 
n Mather of his Wrath, that thereby he may be 
apable to treaſure up ore Wrath, againſt * all 
Ihe Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the 
e Nahteous Judgment of God, 
Let thus much ſerve for the Proof of the 
rt Propofition, namely, That the Day of 
race ends with ſome Men, before God takes 
bem out of this World... 8 | 


— 


3836 The Barren Fig tree. 
5 Now then, to ſhew you by ſome Sig 
how you may know that the Day of Gra 
ts ended, or near to ending, with the bars 
Profeſſor ; And after that, thou ſhalt cut i 
down. „„ 

+ Frrſt, He hath ſtood it out againſt Go 

and withſtood all thoſe Means for Fru 
that God uſed for the making of him (if 

- might have been). a fruirful Tree in h 
Garden, is in this danger; and this indeg 

is the Sum of the Parable. The Fig tr 
here mention d, was bleſſed with the 4 

\ - plication of Means, had Time allowed 

to receive the Nouriſhment; but it © 

ſtood, with- ſtood, over-ftood A//, All th 
the Husbandman or the Vine dreſſer did. 


Sins of Grace being paſt. 


But a little diſtinctly to particularize MW 
four or frve Particulars 
Firſt Sign, The Day of Grace is like 
be paſt, when a Profeflor hath withſtoc 
' abuſed, and worn out God's Patience; tht 
he is in danger, this is a Provocation ; th 
God cries, Cut it down: There are ſon 
Men that Real into Profeſſion, 20 bf 
noms how ; even as this Fig-tree wil 
brought into the Vineyard, by other Han 
than God's; and there they abide lifele 


Che Barren Fig⸗tree. 87 
graceleſs, care leſs, and without any good Con- 
ſcience to God at all. Perhaps they came in 
for the Loaves, fof a Trade, for Credit, for 
a Blind; or it may be to ſtifle and choak 

the Checks, and grinding Pangs of an awa- 
kened and diſquieted Conſcience. Now 
having obtain d their purpoſe, lie the Sin- 
ners of Sion, they are at eaſe, and ſecure; 
faying, like Agag, 1 Sam. 15. 32. Surely, 
Che bitterneſs of Death is paſt : J am well, 
ſhall be ſaved, and go to Heaven: Thus in 
theſe vain Conceits it ſpends 4 Par, 7150 or 
three; not remembring that at every Sea- nl 
ſon of Grace, and at every Opportunity of al 
the Goſpel, the Lord comes ſeeking Fruit. 
Well, Sinner, wel! Barren Fig-tree, this is 
but a coarſe beginning: God comes for 
Fruit, What have I here, faith God? 
What a Fig: tree is this, that hath ſtood this 
Year in my Vineyard, and brought me forth 
no Fruit? I will cry unto him, Profeſſor ! 
Barren Fig-tree, be fruitful ! I look for 
MWFruit, I expect Fruit, I muſt have Fruit, 
therefore bethink thy ſelf. At theſe the Pro- 
feſſor pauſes; but theſe are Words, not 
Blows, therefore off goes this Conſideration 
from the Heart. When God comes the 
ext Year, he finds him ſtill as he was, a 
barren, fruitleſs Cumber ground. And now 
— N | again 
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88 The Barren Fig-tree, 
again he complains, here are 7wo Dare gon tl 
: and. no Fruit appears: Well, I will defe b 
mine Anger for my Name ſake, / 48.9 


refrain from thee, that I cut thee not off (1 
yet). I will wait, I will yet wait to be gry 


— 8 2 > 


 _ ejſraid. O how do ungodly Men, that crep 


comes the third Year for Fruit, as he did be 
fore, but ſtill he finds but a barren. Fig ire 
No Fruit: Now he cries out again, O th 
Dreſſer of my Vineyard, come hither, here H; 
| a F- tree hath ſtood theſe three lears N 
my Vineyard, and hath at every Seaſon d 
appointed my ExpeQation, for I have look 
ed for: Fruit in. vain; Cut it down, my P. 
- tience is worn out, I Hall wait on. this I 

Ae #0 longer. 5 
2. And now he begins to ſhake the Fig 
tree with his Threatnings; fetch out th 
Ax. Now the Ax is Death, Death then 
fore is called for; Death, come ſmite m 
this Fig-ree. And wirhall, the Lord ſhaks 
| ob "oh 


I will defer mine Anger, for my Praiſe !] ail 


cious. But this helps nor, this hath not the 
leaſt Influence upon the Barren Fig: tre“ 
Th, 1aith he, here is no Threatning: GH 
10 merciful, he will defer his Anger, Jia. z 
18. He waits to be gracious : I am not y F 


unawares into the Vineyard, turn the Gra 
of our God into Laſciviouſneſs\ Well, ke 


+ ; 


"**Iy 


The Barren Fig⸗tree. 89 
this Sinner, and whirles him upon a Sick- 


15 bed, ſaying, Ife him Death, he hath abu- 
. d my Patience and Forbearance, not fe- 


membring that it ſhould have led him to 
Repentance,and to the Fruits thereof. Death, 
fetch away this Fig-iree to the Fire, fetch 
this barren Profeſſor 10 Hell. At this, Death 
comes with grim Looks into the Chamber ; 
rea, and Hell follows with him to the Bed- 
fide, and both ſtare this Proſeſſor in the 
Face, yea begin to lay hands upon him; 
one ſmiting him with Pains in his Body, 
with Head-ach, Heart-ach Back- ach, Short- 
neſs of Breath, Fainting, Qualms, Trem- 
bling of Joints, Stopping at the Cheſt, and 
almoſt all the Symptoms of a Man paſt all 
recovery. Now while Death is thus tor- 
menting the Body, Hell is doing with the 
Mind and Conſcience, ſtriking them with 
its Pains, caſting Sparks of Fire in thither, 
wounding with Sorrows ard Fears of ever- 
laſting Damnation, the Spirit of this poor 
Creature: And now he begins to bethink 
himſelf, and to cry to God for Mercy; Lord, 
ſpare me, Lord, ſpare me. Nay, faith God, i 
you have been a Provocation to me zh-{ſe, Wal 

three Years. How many times have you diſl- Wl 
appointed me? How many Seafons have Wil 
ou ſpent in vain? How many Sermons and * 
thi h 1 other. an 


90 The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 

4 other Mercies did I of my Patience afford 
i - you? But to no purpoſe at all; Take hin 
Pe. O good Lord, faith the Sinner 
1k 


ſpare me but this o“; raiſe me but hit 
once, Indeed, I have been a barren Profeſ. 
for, and have ſtood to no purpoſe at all in 
thy Vineyard: But ſpare! O ſpare this on- 
lime, | beſeech thee, and I will be better. 
Away, away, you will not : I have trycd you 
theſe three Tears already, you are naught; 
If ſhould recover you again, you would be 

as bad as you was before, (and all this 

Talk is while Death ſtands by.) The Sin. 
ner cries again, Good Lord, try me 1 his once, 
let me get up again 10is once, and /ze if I do 
not mend. Bur will you promiſe me to 
mend? Yes indeed, Lord, and vow it too; 
I will never be fo bad again, Iwill be better, 
Well, faith God, Death, Tet this Profel 
ſor alone for this time. I will try him 2 
While longer, -he hath promiſed, he hath 
vowed that he will amend his Ways: It 
may be he will mind to keep his Promiſes. 
my FVous are ſolemn things, it may be he may 
Far to break his Vows : Ariſe from off thy 
0 Bed. And row God /ays down bis Ax. A 
this the poor Creature is very thankful, 
praiſes God, and fawns upon him ; fhews 
as if he did it heartily, and calls to others 
pins 5 8 = ol 
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The Barren Fig⸗tree. 91 

bord to thank him too. He therefore riſeth, as 
hin one would think, to be a new. Creature in- 
ner deed. But by that time, he hath put on his 
5% Cloaths, is come down from his Bed, and 
fel. Ml ventured into the Yard, or Shop, and there 
| in ſees how all things are gone to Szxes and 
one Sevens, he begins to have ſecond Thoughts; 
er. and fays to his Folks, What have you all 
on been doing? How are all things out of or- 
ht: der? I am, I cannot tell what behind hand; 
be one may ſce if a Man be but a little a to- 
bis fide, that you have neither Wiſdom, nor 
in. Prudence to order things. And now, in- 
ſtead of ſeeking to ſpend the reſt of his time 
do to God, he doubleth his Diligence after this ll 
to Porld: Alas! all muſt not be loſt, we uſt 
0% babe provident care. And thus quite for- 
er. getting the Sorrows of Death, the Pains of 
(WM Hell, the Promiſes and Vows which he made 
12 to God to be better; Becauſe Fudgment 
th 225 not (now) ſpeedily executed, therefore 
It he Heart of this poor Creature is fully ſet 
os, 77 him to do cuil. 3 

ay 3. Theſe things proving ineffectual, God 
hy 72kes Hold of his Ax again, ſends Death to a 
At Wife, to a Child, to his Cattel, Bur young 
en have I flain and taken away your 
vs Ml Horſes, Amos 4. 9, 10) I will blaſt him, 
15 croſs him, diſappoint him, and caſt him, . 
7 * down:; 
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92 The Barren Fig tree. 
down; and will ſet my ſelf (againſt him, 5; 
ell that he putteth his hand wnto. At this the 
poor barren Profeſſor cries out again, Lord, 
I have ſinned, ſpare me once more, I be 
ſeech thee. O take not away the Deſire of 
mine Eyes; ſpare my Children, bleſs me in 
my Labours, and Iwill mend and be better! 
No, faith God, you lyed to me laſt time, [ 
wilt truft you 77 this no longer; and with- 
all, tumbles the Wite, the Child, the Eſtate, 
into a Grave. And then returns to his place, 
till this Profeſſor more unfeignedly acknom:. 
- . ledgeth his Offence, Hoſ. 5. 14, 15. 
At tas the poor Creature is afflicted and 
. diſtreſſed, rends his Cloaths and begins 
to call the breaking of his Promiſe and Vows 
to mind; he mourns and prays, and like 
Ahab, a while walks ſoftly, at the remem. 
brance of the Juſtneſs of the Hand of God 
upon him. And now he renews his Pro- 
miſes, Lord, try me this one time more, tale 
off thy Hand and ſee; They go far that ne: 
ver turn. Well, God ſpareth him again 
fets down his Ax again: Many times he dil 
s veliver them, but they provoked him wis| 
i 11 their Counſels, and were brought low fat 
bheir Inzguities, Pal. 106. 43. Now they 
ſeem to be thankful again, and: are as if 
ws they were reſolved to be godly. indeed. mY 
=_— oy they 
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The Barren Fig-tree. 38 ü 
they Read, they Pray, they go to Meetings, 
he and ſeem to be ſerious a pretty while, bur 
at laſt they forget. Their Luſts prick them, 
ſuitable Temptations preſent themſelves, - 
wherefore they turn to their own crooked 
Ways again, P/al. 78. 34, 36. When he 
ew them, then they ſought him, and return. 
„I/ car ly after God; nevertbeleſs, they did 
ih. ter him toith their Mouth, and lyed unto 
te, hin with their Tongue. | 5 
ce 4. Yet again, the Lord will not leave this 
M. rrofeſſor, but takes up his Ax again; and 

puts him under a more Heart- ſearching Mi- _ 
angry, a Miniſtry that ſhall ſearch bim, and 
turn him over and over; a Miniſtry that 
hal! meet with him, as Elijab met with. 
\keW4bab, in all his Acts of Wickedneſs, (and 
M-Wrow he Ax 1s laid to the Rocts of the Trees.) 
1008B-fides, this Miniſtry doth not only ſearch 
[0-Wrhe Heart, but preſents the Sinner with the 
keW--/der Rays of the glorious Goſpel : Now 
ti Chriſt Feſus ſer forth evidently, now is 
un }Grice difplay'd ſweetly; now, now are the 
Jil Promiſes broken like Boxes of Ointment, to 
the pzrfuming of the whole Room. Bat, 
forWulas ! there 19 yet no Fruit on this Fig-iree. 1 
heiwhile his Heart is ſearching. he wrangles; i 
ii wnile the glorious Grace of the Goſpel is 
0WMunvailing, this Profeſſor wags, and is wan: 
| | ton, 
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good Works lye in good Horde; and if 
they can finely talk, they think they brave. 


— 


of God conſiſts only in Word, not in Pow: 


Means alſo. | 


higher, for now, indeed, God is ready to 


_ the Fig tree. Now this laſt way is 70 ug 


will ftrive with him, he will awake, he 
will convzrnce, he will call to remembrance 


ton, gathers up ſome ſcraps thereof, zaftes- 
the good word of God, and the Powers of th; 
Mord to come, Heb. 6. 5. drinks in WM" 
the Rain that comes oft upon him, ver. 7. {MW 
hut bringeth not forth Fruit meet for hin 
whoſe Goſpel it is, ver. 8. takes no heed io 
walk in the Lato f the Lord God of Iſrael 
with all his Heart, 2 Kings 10. 31. but 
counts that the Glory of the Goſpel conſiſts 
in talk and ſhew, and that our Obedience 
thereto, is a- matter of Speculation; that 


ly pleaſe God. They think the Kingdom 


er: and thus proves ineffectual this fourth 


F. Well, now the Ax begins to be heavel 


ſmite the Sinner; yet before he will "7 
ſtrike the Stroke, he will try one way more 
at the laſt; and if that miſſeth, down goes 


and ſtrive with this Profeſſor by His Spirit, 
Wherefore the Spirit of the Lord is now 
come to him, but not always.to ſtrive with 
Man, Gen. 6. 8. yet for ſome while he 


former 
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2, ormer Sins, former Judgments, the breach 
or former Vows and Promiſes, the miſ-fpend- 
ing of former Days; he will alſo preſent 
n Hperſuaſive Arguments, encouraging Promi- 
J. es, dreadful Judgments, the ſhortneſs of 
? Wine to repent in, and that there is hope if 
he come. Further, he will ſhew him the 
certainty” of Death, and Judgment to 
come; yea, he will pull and ſtrive with this 
Sinner. But, behold, the miſchief now lyes 
here, here is tugging and ſtriving on both 
des. The Spirit convinces, the Man turns 
1 deaf Ear to God: the Spirit faith, Re. 
eive my Inſtruction and live; but the Man 
pulls away his Shoulder: the Spirit hews ll 
im whither he is going, but the Man clo 
ſeth his Eyes againſt it; the Spirit offereth - Wil 
iolence, the Man ſtrives and refiſts ; They 


its 1d done deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, 0 | 
11 Heb. 10. 29. The Spirit parlieth a ſecond 
5 Time, and urgeth Reaſons of a new Nature, 


ut the Sinner anſwers, No, I have loved 
rangers, and after them will I go. At this 
30d's Fury comes up into his Face; now 
he comes out of his holy Place, and is ter- 
ible : Now He /weareth in bis. Wrath, they 
hall never enter into his Reſt ; I exerciſed to- 
wards you my Patience, and ſmote you in 
your Perſon, Relations and Eſtate, yet m_ ; 


— . 


— 


96 The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 
have not tuin'd unto me, faith the Lord. I/ 
#by filihineſs is lewdneſs; becauſe ] habe 
purged thee, and thou waſt. not purged : thou 
Jhalt not be purged from thy filthineſs any 
more, till I cauſe my Fury to reſt upon thee, 
.  Ezek. 24. 13. Cut it doton, wby cumbers it 
the Ground: „„ 
Ihe Second Sign, That ſuch a Profeſſor 
is almoſt (it not quite) paſt Grace, is, whey 
God hath given him over, or lets him alone, 
and ſuffers him to do any thing, and that 
without controul, helpeth him not either in 
Works of Holineſs, or in Straits and Diff 
culties. Ephraim is joyned to Idols, let hin 
gone, Hol. 4. 17. Wo be to them, when | 
depart from them. I will laugh at their 
Calamities, and will mock when their Fer 
camern. Prov.:24 287 = 
Barren Fag-tree, thou haſt heretofore 
been digged about and dunged, God's Mat 
tock hath heretofore been at thy Roots, Go 
ſpel-dung hath heretofore been apply'd to 
| thee ; thou haſt heretofore been {trove with, 
convinced, awakened, made to taſte, and 
ſee, and cry, O the Bleſſedneſs! Thou hal 
'hererofore been met with under the Word 
thy Heart hath melted, thy Spirit hath fal. 
len, thy Soul hath trembled, and thou hal 
felt ſomething of the Power e . 
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The Barren Fig⸗tree. 97 
I: W But thou-haſt ſinned, thou haſt provoked 
we the Eyes of his Glory, thy Iniquity is found 
104 Ito be hateful z and now perhaps God hath 
Jet thee, given thee up, and lets thee alone. 
ee, Heretofore thou waſt tender, thy Cor- 
it Mſcience ſtartled at the Temptation to Wice 
kedneſs; for thou were taken off from e 
Tor Mho//ut ions of the World, through the knows 
hen idee of our Lord and Suuiour Feſus Chrift, 
ne, N: Pet. 2. 20, 21, 22. but that very Vmit that 
hat once thou wert turned from, now thou lap- 
r in peſt up (with the Dog in the Proverb) again; 
jf. Hand that very Mire that once thou ſeemedſt 
hinWo be waſhed from, I hou now art tumbling 
„ afre/h. But to particularize, there are, 
ei bree Signs of a Man's being given over of 
Gd. . 3 1 
1. When he is let alone in Sinning, when 
the reins of bis Luſts are loaſed, and he giv- 
n up to them. And even as they did not 
the to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gabe them over to a reprobate Mind, to do 


Fore 
Aat: 
G0. 
] ro 
17h, 
ande with all Unrighteouſneſs, Rom. 1. 28, 
ha. Seeſt thou a Man that heretofore had the 
rd Wnowledge of God, and ſome awe of Maje- 

tal-Miy upon him; I ſay, ſeeſt thou ſuch an one 
halborting himſelf in his own Deceivings, Rom. 
doe. 30, 31. turning the Grace of our God 
BHC 5 „ inte 


theſe things which are not convenient , being Wl 


98 The Barren Fig⸗tree. 
into Laſciviouſneſs, and walking after his 
- own ungodly Luſts? His Judgment no 
of a long time lingereth not, and his Dan. 
nation ſſumbereth not, 2 Pet. 2. 13. Doſt 
thou hear, barren P:otetlor ? It is aſtoniſhing 
to ſee, how thoſe that once ſeemed So7s 7 
the Morning. and were making Preparations 
for Eternal Life, now at laſt (for the fot. 
tenneſs of their Hearts, by the juſt Judgment 
of God) permitted, being paſt feeling, to 
give themſelves over unto Laſcivioutneſ, 
Io work all Uncleanneſs with greedineſs,Fph, 

4. 18, 19. A great number of ſuch were in 
the jir ſt Goſpel-days ; againſt whom Peter, 
and Jude, and John, pronounced the heavy 
Judgment of Ged. Peter and Jude cou 

ple them vi rhe fallen Angels, 2 Pet. 


335 4, 5, 6, 7. and Prayer is forbid to be mad 


or them, becauſe that 1s hapned to the 
that hapned to the Angels that fell, Jude; 
6. Who for forſaking their firſt State, ani 
leaving their own Habitation, are reſervt 
in Chains under everiaſting Darkneſs, un 
the Fudement of the great Day. 
I. Theſe are beyord all Merty. 2. Tho 
a'e beyond all Promiſes. 3. Beyond al 
hopes of Repentance. 4. They have fol 
tei ceſſor, nor any more ſhare in a Sacrifi 
for Sin. 5. There remains nothing by 
SY eat 
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ferrful looking for of Judgment. Where WM 
fore, they are the true Fugitives and Va- mu 
gabonds, that being left of God, of Chrift, 
of Grace, and of the Promiſe, and being 
beyond all Hope, wander and ſtraggle to 
and fro, even as the Devil their Aſſociate, 
until their time ſhall cometo die, or until 
they deſcend into Bartel, and periſh. 
2. Wherefore they are let alone in hear- 
ing. If theſe at any time come under the 
Word, there is for them 20 Gd, xo favour. 
of the means of Grace, vo ſtirrings of Heart, 
no pity for themſelves, zo love to their own mm: 
Salvation. Let them look on this hand or 
that, there they ſee ſuch Effects of the mu 
Word in others, as produce Signs of Repen- 
tance, and Love to God and his Chrilft. mM 
Theſe Men only have their backs bowed down Wl 
altoay, Rom. It. 10. Theſe Men only habe 
the ſpirit of Slumber ; Eyes that they ſhould * 
not fee, and Ears that they ſhould not hear 
to this very day. Wherefore as they go to the mill 
Place of the Holy; So they come fromthe Wl 
place of the Holy, and ſoon are forgotten in 
the places where they ſo did, Eccl. 8. 10. On- 
ly they reap this Damage, They treaſure up 
Wrath againſt the day of Wrath, and Reve- 
lation of the righteous Judgment of God, Rom. 
2.3,4,5. Look to it, barren Projeſſor. 1 
| ; k WD” 


100 The Barren Fig tree. 
3. If he be viſited after the common way 
of Mankind, either with Sickneſs, Diſtreſs, 
or any kind of Calamity, ſtill no God ap. 
pears, no ſanctify ing Hand of God, no ſpe. 
cial Mercy is mixed with the Affliction, 
But he falls fick, and grows well, /;e the 
Beaſt; or is under Diſtreſs, as Saul, who 
when he was engaged by the Philiſtines, 
Was forſaken and left of God; 1 Sam. 28. 
4, 5, 6. And the Philiſtines gathered them- 
ſelves together, and came and pitched in Shu- 
nem; and Saul gathered all Iſrael together, 
and they came and pitched at Gilboa: And 
when Saul ſaw ihe Hoſt of the Philiſtines, he 
was afraid, and his Heart greatly trembled. 
And when Saul enquired of the Lord, the 
Lord anſwered him no more, neither by 
Dream, nor by Urim, nor by Prophets. The 
Lord anſwered him 7o more, he had done 
# with him, caſt him off, and rejected him, 
and left him to ſtand and fall with his Sins 
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© cluſion, therefore I here torbear, 
4. Theſe Men may go whither they will, 
do what they will ; they may range from 
Opinion to Opinion, from Notion to No- 
tion, from Sec to Sec, but are ſtedfaſt no 
' where, they are left to their own uncertain. 
ties ; they have not Grace to eſtabliſh theit 
Ez N Hearts; 
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by himſelf. Bur of this, more jn the Con- 
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Hearts; and tho ſome of them have boalt- 
ed themſelves of this Liberty, yet Zude calls 
them wandring Stars, to whom is reſerved 
the blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, ver. 13. 

They are left, as ſaid, to be Fugitives and 
Vagabonds in the Earth, ro wander every 
where, but abide no where, until they ſhall 


deſcend to their own place, ( Acts 1. 5.) with 
Cain and Fudas, Men of the lame Fate 


with themſelves. 

A Third Sign that ſuch a Profeſſor i is quite 
paſt Grace, is, when his Heart is grown ſo 
hard, ſo ſtony and impenetrable, that no- 
thing will pierce it. Barren Fig-rree, 4 
thou conſider ? A hard an impenitent Heart 
is the Curſe of God. A Heart that cannot 
repent, is inſtead of all Plagues at once: And 
hence it is, that God ſaid of Pbaraob, Exod. 
9. 14. when he ſpake of delivering him up 
in the greatneſs of his Anger, I wil at this 
zime ſend all my Plagues upon thy Heart.” 

To ſome Men that have grievouſly ſinned 


under the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, God gi- 


veth this Token of his Diſpleaſure, they are 
deny'd the Power of Repentance , their 
Heart is bound, they cannot repent : It is 
impoſſible that they ſhould” ever repent, 


would they live a Hh) νn¹d Years , It is im- 4 1 j I N 
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Lot's Wife, when turned into a Pillar of 
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102 The Barren Fig: tree. 


PHPoſſible for thoſe Fall a- ways to be renewed 
again unto Repentance, ſeeing they crucify to 


themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put 


Him to open ſhame, Reb. 6.4, 5,6. Now to 


have the Heart ſo hardned, / judicially 

bardned, is as a Bar put in by God againit 

the Salvation of hie Sinner. This was the 

burden of Spira's Complaint, I cannot do it; 
| PO 


O now I cannot do it. 


This Man ſees what he hath done, what 


fhould help him, and what will become of 


him, yet he cannot repent; he pulled away 


His Shoulder before, he ſtopped his Ears be. 


fore, he ſhut up his Eyes before, and in 
that very Poſture God left him, and fo he 
ſtands to this very Day. I have fancy'd that 


Salt, (Gen. 19. 26.) ſtood yet looking over 


| ker Shoulder, or elſe with her Face to- 


wards Sodom; as the Judgment caught her, 


Jo it bound her, and left her a Monument 


of God's Anger to After: Generations. 
We read of ſome that are ſeared with 4 
hot Iron, and that are paſt fee/ing ; for 10 
feared Perſons, in ſeared Parts are. Their 
Conſcience is ſeared, 1 Tim. 4. 2. The Con: 


ſeience is the thing that muſt. be touched 


with Feeling, Fear and Remoz/e, if ever any. 


good be done with the Sinner. How then 


4 
ku 
| 


can 


Che 3 Tig ti tree. 10g 
can any good be done to thoſe whoſe Con- 


ſcience is worſe than that, that is faſt afleep: 
in Sin? Eph. 4. 19. For that Conſcience 


that is faſt afleep, may yet be effectually 


awakened and ſaved; but that Conſcience 
that is ſeared, ary'd, as it were into a Cn. 
der, can never have fenſe, feeling, or the: 
leaſt regret in this World. Barren Fip-tree,. 
hearken, judicial birdning is dreadful. There 
is à difference betwixt that hardneſs of 
Heart that is incident to all Men, and that 
which comes upon ſome as a ſignal or ſpe- 
cial Judgment of God: And although all 
kind of hardneſs of Heart, in ſome ſenſe, may 
be call'd a Judgment, yet to be hardned with” 
this ſecond Kind, is a Judgment peculiar oniyx 
to them that periſh; an Hardnets that js ſent 


as a Puniſhment for the abaſe of Light re- i | 


ceived, for a reward of Apoſtacy: 
This Fudicial Hardneſs is 1 d Re 
that which is incident to all Men, in the 


Particulars : 


„ It is an Hardneſs coming after Ca? 
great Light received: Becauſe of ſome great 
Sin committed againſt the Light, and the | 
Grace that gave it. Such Hardneſs as Pha- 
raoh had, after the Lord had wrought won- 


derouſly before him: Such Hardneſs as the * | i 


Gentiles had, an Hardneſs that darkned the 
24 Heart, 


— , - 
** — N 


104 The Barren Fig⸗tree. 
Heart, and Hardneſs with which their Minds 
' Teprobate.' This Hardneſs is allo the ſame 
With that the Hebrews are cautioned to be. 
ware of, Heb. 3.7. &c. an Hardneſs that is 
cauſed by Unbelief, and-departing from the 
Living God; an Hardneſs compleated thro 
the deceitfulneſs of Sin: Such as that in the 
Provocation, of whom God ſware, that they 
ſlhould not enter into his R/. Twas this 
kind of Hardneſs alſo that both Cain, 1/hmae! 
and Eſau were hardened with, after they 
had committed their great Tranſgre/fions, 
2, It is the greateſt kind of Hardneſs, 
and hence they are ſaid to be harder than 4 
"Rock, Jer. 5. 3. or than an Adamant, Zech. 
7.13. that is, harder than a Flint : So hard 
that nothing can enter. | 

3. Itis an Hardneſs given in much An- 
ger, and that to bind the Soul up in an im- / 
poſſibility of Repentance. th 
4. It is an Hardneſs therefore that is in- Non 
= curable, of which a Man muſt die and be Yu; 
damned. Barren Profeſſor hearken to this, 


— 
— 


A Fourth Sen that ſuch a Profeſſor is quite % 
= paſs Grace, is, when he fortifies his hard II. 
ny Heart againſt the fenour of Gcd's Word, / 
Job 9. 4, Cc. This is called bardning them- 
i : /c/ocs againſt God, and turning of the Spi- Ng 
r F.-Y | Os rl 
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rit againſt him. As thus, when after a Profet- 
ſion of Faith in the Lord Jeſus, and of the 
Docttine that is according to Godlineſs, they 


ſhall embolden themſelves in courſes of Sin, 


by promiſing themſelves, that they ſhall have 
Life and Salvation notwithſtanding. Barren 
Profeſſor, hearken ro this. This Man is 
called, (Deut. 29. 18.) A Root that beareth 


Gall and Wormwood, or a poiſonful Herb; ill . 


ſuch an one is abominated of God, yea, the 
abhorred of his Soul. For this Man faith, 
v. 19. 1 ſhall have Peace, though I walk in 
the imagination or flubbornneſs of my Heart, 
10 add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt : an Opinion 
flat againſt the whole Word of God, yea, a- 
gainſt the very Nature of God himſelf. 
Wherefore he adds, Deut. 19. 20. Ihen the 
Anger of the Lord, and his Fealouſy ſhall 
ſmoak againſt that Man, and all the Curſes 
that are written in God's Book ſhall lye up- 
on bim, and God ſhall blot out his Name from 
der BR oo "res 

Yea, that Man ſhall not fail to be effe- 
ctually deſtroyed, ver. 21. The Lord ſhall 


ſeparate that Man unto Evil, out of all the 


Tribes of [{rael, according to all the Curſes 
of the Covenant. „„ Bw” 


He ſhall ſeparate him unto Evil, He ſhall 


give him up, he n to his Heart; WM 
— 253 de ll 
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be ſhall ſeparate him to that, or thoſe that 
will aſſuredly be too hard for him. 
Nov this Judgment is effected when God 
has given a Man up unto Satan, and given 
Satan leave, without fail, to compleat his 
Deſtruct ion. I ſay, when God has given Sa- 
tan leave effeitually io compleat his Doſtru. 
Sion: For all that are delivered up unto 
Satan, have not, nor do not come to this 
End. But that js the Man, whom God 
hall ſeparate to Evil, and ſhall /eave in 
the Hands of Satan, to compleat, without 
fail, his Deſtruction. 25 
Thus he ſerved Abab, a Man 1hat ſold 
HAmfelf to work Wickedneſs in God's fight, 
1 Kings 21. 25. And the Lord faid, Why 
Hall perſwade Ahab, that he may go up, and 
fall at Ramoth-Gilead? And one ſaid on 
This. manner, and another ſaid on that man. 
ner: Aud there came forth a Spirit, and 
food before the Lord, and ſaid, I will per: 
ſwade him, 1 Kings 22. 20, 21, 22, And 
the Lord ſaid unto him, Wherewith? And 
be ſaid, I will go forth, and be a lying Spirit 
in the mouth of all his Prophets. And he 


ye rony — en — US ee a 


aid, Thou. ſhalt perſwade him, and prevail 
alſo, go forth; and do ſo, Thou halt per: 
{wade him, and prevail; do thy Will,! 
leave him in thy Hand; Go forth, * 0 
a | : V her 


x. 
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Where fore in theſe Judgments, the Lord nl 

at W much concerns himſeli for the management 
thereof, becauſe of their Provocation of him. 

d This is the Man, whoſe Ruin contriveth, and 
en bringeth to pays by his own contrivance. I will 
Us buſt 1 their Deluſions for them; 5 I will bring 
„ ther fears upon them, Iſa. 66. 4. I will chuſe-- 
their Devices, or the Wickednefles that 
10 their Hearts contrive. L even I, will cauſe 
ns them to de accepted of, and delightful 
od to them. But, who are they that muſt 
in W thus be ſeared ? Why, thoſe among. Pro- 
uf fefſors; that have choſen their own ways, |} 
whoſe Soul delights in their own Abominas 1 


2 ſions. 1 
1 Becauſe they received not the 3 of the 
0 11 


Truth, that they might be ſaved, for this 
nd cauſe God ſhall fend them ſtrong Deluſions, 
"TY that they ſhould believe a Lie, that they all 
uw night be damned, who believed net the Truth, 
ml bt had pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. God © 1 
% 4 a them] It is a great Word; Vea, 1 if | 
In God ſpall ſend them ſtrong Delufrons ; Delu- Wil 
ſions that ſhall do, that ſhall make them be⸗ 
lieve a Lye. Why fo? That they all —_— 
be damned, every one of them, who- 3 
not the Trath, but had Pleaſure i in Onrig ber. 
halte, 2 The] 5 10, 55 12. | 
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nn dy without Mercy; of how much ſorer Pu 


Gol? &c. Heb. 10. 28. 
ſet bimſelf, and foretold, that they ſha// not 
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There is nothin more provoking to the 
Lord, than for a Man to promiſe,” when 
God threatneth ; for a Man to be light of 
conceit, that he ſhall be ſafe, and yet to be 
more wicked than in former Days : This 
Man's Soul abhors the Truth of God, no MM 1 
marvel therefore, if God's Soul abhors him: : 
he has invented a way contrary to God, to WM; 

no mar- N 
vel therefore if God invent a way to bring My 
about his Damnation. And ſeeing that t 


cheſe Rebels are at this Point, We hall n 
have Peace; God will ſee whoſe Word ſhall Mc 
Rand, His or theirs. t 


A Fifth Sign of a Man being paſt Grace, * 


4s, When he {hall at zbzs, ſcoff, and inward- 
1 Iygrin, and fret againſt the Lord, ſecretly 


purpoſir ing to continue his Courſe, and put 
all to the venture, deſpiſing the Meſſengers 
of the Lord. He that deſpiſed Moſes's Law, 


niſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be be thought wor- 
thy, who hath rrodden under foot the Son of 


Wherefore againſt theſe Deſpiſers God bas 


believe, but periſh. Bebold,ye Deſpiſers, won. Wii 
der, and erde for I work a Work in your No 


days, 
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dhe, which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, tho 
n Aan declare it unto you, Acts 13. 41. 


Aſtar that, thou ſhalt cut it doton. 


$ Thus far we have treated of the Barren 
o MW He-ree; or fruitleſs Profeſſor, with ſome - 
: W Signs to know him by; whereto are added 
0 alſo ſome Signs of thoſe who neither will 
r- Wor can, by any means, be fruitful, hut muſt 
gs n ſerably periſh. Now being come to the 
at time of Execution, I ſhall ſpeak a word to 
il that alſo, Afrer, that thou ſhalt cut it down.) 
it chriſt ar laſt turns the barren Fig tree over 
to the Juſtice of God, ſhakes his Hands of © 
him, and gives him up to the Fire for bis 
e, MUnprofitableneſs. : 33 


Iy T Thou ſhalt cut it down. | 
rs | Two things are here to be conſidered. 
w, fl 1. The Executioner, Thox, the Great, 
1. the dreadful, the Eternal God. Theſe words © ne 
r. therefore, as I have already ſaid, fignify, Wl 


of that Chriſt the Mediator, thro' whom alone 
dalyation comes, and by whom alone Ex- 


2s ecution hath been deferred, not giveth up the 
jot Noul, forbears to ſpeak one Syllable more for 
07+ Inim, or to do the leaſt Act of Grace further, 


o try for his Recovery; but delivers him 
8 up 
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up to that fearful Diſpenſation, zo 2 into 
the Hands of the living God. Heb. 10. 31. 

2. The Second to be conſidered, is, The 
Inſtrument by which this Execution is "done 
and that is DevzÞ, compared here to an Ax; 
and foraſmuch as the Tree is not fel led at 
one Blow, therefore the Strokes are here con- 
_— till all the Blows be {truck that are 

nlite for its felling: For now cutting. 

| 85 and cutting-work. is come, cutting 
muſt be his Portion, till he be cut down 
After that, thou halt cut it down. |. Death, ! 
ſay, is-the Ax that God often uſes, there 
with to take the barren F;2-tree out of the 
Vineyard, out of a Profeſſion, and alſo 
owt of the World at once. But this Ax 
now new-ground, it cometh well-edged to 
the Roots of rhis Barren Fig-trec. It hath 
been whetted by Sin, by the Law, and by a 
ormal Profeſſion, and therefore mut, ane 
will make deep Faſhes, not only in the na 
tural Life, but in the Heart and Conſeiene 
alſo of this Profeſſor. The wages of Sin! 


ö ——_ 


Death, the Sting of Death is Sin, 1 Cot 
15. Wherefore Death comes not to this 
Man as he doth to Saints, aus aled, of with 
out his Sting, but with open mouth. in al 
his Strength; yea, he fends hir Firſt Horn 


Wick is Guilt, 10 e e an 
˖ 


BC) Petty © = os fe ee 
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10 / bring bim to the King of Terrors, Job 18. 
13, 14. | 1 

: Bur to give you, in a few Particulars, the 
manner ot this Man's dying. 

1. Now he hath his fruitleſs EFuits be- 
leaguer him round his Bed, together with all 
the Bands and Legions of his other Wicked - 
neſs. His own Iniquities ſhall take the wic- 
ked himſelf, and he ſball be holden in the 
Cords of his Sins, Prov. 5. 22. 5 

2. Now ſome terrible diſcovery of God is 
made out unto him, to the perplexing and 
terrifying of his guilty Conſcience. God _ 
ſhall caſt upon him, and not ſpare; and he 
ſhall be afraid of that which is high, Job 
. a0; - | 
3. The dark Entry he is to go thro” will 
be ſore Amazement unto him; For fear 
ſhall be in the way, Eccleſ. 12. 5. yea, Ter- 
tors will take hold on him when he ſhall 
ſe the yatoning Jawes of Death to gape up- 
on him, and the Doors of the Shadow of 
Death open to give him Paſſage out of the 
World! Now who will meet me in this dark 
Entry ! How ſhall J paſs through this dark 
Entry into another World / 0 
4. For by reaſon of Guilr, and a ſhaking 

Conſcience, hie liſe will hang in continual WR 
doubt before hin, and he ſhall be afraid 
. 2 5 98 | day 
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day and nigbt, Deut. 28. 66, 67. and ſhall 
have no afſurance of his Life. | $ 
5. Now alſo Wart will come up againſt Il | 
int, he will come up lie an armed Man. 
There is à terrible Army to him that is! 
graceleſs in Heart, and fruitleſs in Life. 
This Want will continually- cry in thine Wi 
Ears, here is a new. Birth wantine, a new i 
| Heart, and a zew Spirit wanting; here is Wt 
Faith, Love and Repentance, the Fear of I 
God and a good Converſation wanting; In 
Thou art weighed in the Ballance, and art 
found wanting, Dan. 5. 27. K 
6. Together with theſe, ſand by the ri 
- Companions of Death, Death and Hell, Death d. 
and Devils, Death and endleſs Torment in fe 


die everlaſting Flames of devouring Fire. th 
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. by him, and-his Conſcience rotiers and 
ales continually within him. 


When God ſhall come up unto the People, he WWſtt 
#0711 invade them with his Troops, Hab. 3. 16. 

But how will this Man die? Can his 
Heart row endure, or cam his hands be flrong ? 


. God Land Chriſt, and Pity, have left 
him: Sin againſt Light, againſt Mercy, and 
the Long - ſuffering of God, is come up again 
Him; his Hope and Confidence now lye a dh. 


2, Death Is ar his Work, culling of him 
down, 


) 


1 
on, 


| but Death hears him not; he looks ghaſtly, 


the Loſs of Heaven will be, and what the 
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{91, hewing both Bark and Heart, both 
Body and Soul aſunder : The Man groans, 


carefully, dejectedly; he fighs, he ſweats, 
he trembles, but Death matters nothing. 
3. Fearful Citations haunt him, Miſgiv- 
ings, direful Apprehenſions of God terrify 
him. Now he hath time to think what 


Torments of Hell will be; now he looks 
no way but he is frighted. | = 
4. Now would he live, but may not; he 
would live, tho? it were but the life of a Bed- 
rid Man, but muſt not. He that cuts him 
down, ſways him, as the Feller of Wood 
ſways the tattering Fig-tree; now this way, 
then that: at laſt a Rooot breaks, an Heart- 
ſtring, an Eye-ſtring ſnaps aſunder. 
F. And now could the Soul be annihilated, 
or brought to nothing, how happy would ir 
count it ſelf / But it ſees that may not be. 
Wherefore it is put to a wonderful ſtrait: 
ſtay in the Body it may not, go out of the 
Body it dares not. Lyfe is going, the Blood 
ſettles in the Fleſh; and the Langs being no 
more able to draw Breath thro the Noitrils, 
at laſt out-goes the weary trembling Soul, 
Who is immediately ſeized by Devils, who 
ay lurking in every hole in the 2 
. 2 ws Or 


14 The Barren Fig⸗ tree. 
pr that very purpoſe: His Friend take care 
of the Body, wrapt it up in the SHeet or 
On; but the Soul is out of their thought 
and reach, going down to the Chambers of 
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had thought to have enlarged, but I for: 

bear. God, who teaches Man to profit, 

bleſs this brief and plain Diſcourſe to thy 

Soul, who yer ſtandeſt a Profeſſor ia the 

Land of the Living, among the Trees of 
his Garden. Ann. 
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PEACE and U N 1 ＋ 17 

EPH E S. IV. z. 1 
Indeauouring to keep the Unity of the 
. Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 


[ Eloved, Religion is the great Bond of 
D Human Sociery, and it were well if - 1 
elf were kept within the Bond of Uni- 
: and that it may ſo be, let us, accord>. 
nz ro the Text, uſe our. utmoſt Endea- 
ours 20 keep the Unity of the Spirit in the © 
Bd af Pace: id oi. 
Theſe Words contain a Counſel and a 
aution: The Counſel is, That we e ndea- 
3 FTW. 


EE "= An einten 


4 if he ſhould ſay, I would have vou live L 


EF not fo preſs after Unity in Practice ant 


vour ihe Unity of the Spirit; the Caution 
is, That we dot in the Bond of Peace: þ 


Unity, but yer I would have you to be 
—ca'eul, that you do not purchaſe Unit 
wirh the breach of Charity. 8 
Let us therefore be caution'd that we de 


Opinion, as to break the Bond of Peace anc 
Affection. 5 


In the handling of theſe Words, I ſhall 
_ obſerve this Method : 


F irſt, 1 ſhall open the Senſe of the Text 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew wherein this Un 
ty.and Peace conſiſt. 

Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew you the Frui 
and Benefits of it, together with Nine In 
cConveniencies and Miſchiefs that atten 
thofe Churches where Unity and Peace a 
wanting 8. 

Fourthly, and Laſtly, I ſhall give yo 
Twelve Directions and Motives for the of 

OY: of them. 


* — 


'H ft, As in the Senſe of the Textf* 
When we are counſeled to keep the Unit 


1 of the Spirit, We are not to ©" th 
| 8 5 pill 1 


to Peace and Unity. 9 x3 8 
ppirit of God, as Perſonally ſo conſider d; 1 
kcauſe the Spirit of God, in that ſenſe, is 

hot capable of being divided; and ſo there 
i ould be no need tor us to endeavour to 
ep the Unity of irt. 
By the Unity of the Spirit then, we are 
o underſtand, that Unity of Mind which 
he Spirit of God calls for, and requires 
hriſtians to endeavour after; hence it is 
hat we are exhorted, by one Spirit, with” 
Mind, to ſtrive together for the Faith of 
e Goſpel, Phil. 1. 27. But further: The 
poſtle in theſe Words alludes to the State 
d Compoſition of a Natural Body, and 
hereby informs us, that the Myſtical Body 
i! Chriſt holds an Analogy with the Natu- 
il Body of a Man: As, : 3 
1. In the Natural Body there muſt be a 
pirit to animate it, for the Body without 
e Spirit is dead, James 2. 26. So it is in 
de Myſtical Body of Chriſt; the Apoſtle 
o ſooner tells us of that one Body, but he 
nds us of that one Spirit, Eph. 4. 4. 
yo 2. The Body hath Joynts and Bands to 
> obM'ite all the parts; ſo hath the Myſtical 
PNPady of Chriſt, Col. 2. 19. This is that Bond 

Peace mention'd in the Text, as alſo in 

eri 16th Verſe of the ſame Chapter, where 
nude whole Body is laid to be fitly joy nd to- 
VVVVVSV Eos 
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gether, and compacted, by that which ere 7 


I Joynt ſupplieth. 


Juoynts broken or diſlocated; the Body cat 


3. The Natural Body receives Counſ# 
and Nouriſhment from the Head ; ſo doi 
the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, He is the 
Counſellor, and him they mult hear; H. 
their Head, and him they muſt hold: Heng 
it is, that the Apoſtle complainerh, Col. 
19. of ſome that did not hold the Head 
from which the whole Body by Joynts an 
Bands hath Nouriſnhment. 

4. The Natural Body cannot well ſubfi 
if either the Spirit be wounded, or t 


not bear a wounded or broken Spirit: 
broken Spirit drieth ihe Bones, Prov. 17.2 
And a wounded Spirit, who can bear £ Pro, 
18. 14. And on the other hand, how ofte 
have the Dis joynting of the Body, and t 
breakings thereof, occaſion'd the expiratiq r 
of the Spirit? In like manner, it fares wit 
the Myſtical Body of Chrift; how do divide 
Spirits break the Bonds of Peace, which 1, | 
tlie Joynts of his Body? And how dotlf,. 
Breakings or the Body and Church of Chil: * 
wound rhe Spirit of Chriſtians and oft hig 
times occaſion the Spirit and Life of (MRI. 
ſtianity to languifnʒ if not to expire? rer 
needful is it then, that we * tho 
en 1 "nt 


to Peace and Unity. 5 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace? 
Secondly, I now come to ſhew you wheres. 

Lin this Unity and Peace conſiſt; and this I 
mall demonſtrate in five Particulars. © _ 

1. This Unity and Peace may confiſt fn -- 
the ignorance of many Truths, and in the 
holding of ſome Errors; or elſe this Duty 
of Peace and Unity could not be practica- 
ble by any on this {ide Perfection: But we 
muſt now endeavour the Unity of the Spi- 
nit, till we come to the Unity of the Faith, 
and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, 
Epheſ. 4. 13. Becauſe now (as the Apo- 
ſtle faith) we know in part, and we pro- 
pheſy in part, and now we ſee thro' a 
Glafs darkly, 1 Cor. 13. 12. And as this is 
true in general, ſo we may find it true, if 
we deſcend to particular Inſtances; the Diſ- 
ciples ſeem to be ignorant of that great 
'M1ruch, which they had often, and in much 
114, plainnzſs been taught by their Maſter once 
A Wand again, (viz.) That his Kingdom was 
"Fl not of this World; and that in the World 
they ſhould ſuffer, and be perſecured ; yet 
i in As x. 6. we read, That they asked of 
fa him, If He would at this time reftore the 
1 Kingdom of Jſrael? Thereby diſco- 
'Wrering, thar Chriſt's Kingdom (us they 
U thought) ſhould conſiſt in his Temooral Ju- 
| riſdiction 
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6 An Exhoꝛtation 
ö riſdiction over 1/7ae/, which they expected 
hould now commence and take place a. 
mongſt them. Again, our Lord tells them, 
| that he had many things to ſay (and theſe 
= were many important Truths) which they Ml 
could not now bear, John 16. 12. and that 
| theſe were important Truths, appears by 
ver. 10,11, where he is diſcourſing of Righ- 
SG Zzeouſneſs and Fudgment, and then adds, that 
= he had yet many things to ſay, which they 
could not bear; and thereupon promiſes the 
| Comforter to lead them into ALL TRUTHA 
which implies, that they were yet ignorant 
of many Truths, and conſequently held di 
vers Errors; and yet for all this he prays for 
and preſſes them to the great Duty of Peace 
and Unity, Johr 14. 27. and 17.21. To 
this may be added that of Heb, 5. 1 1. where 
the Author ſaith, He had many things tolf 
fay of the Prieſtly Office of Chriſt, which 
by reaſon of their-dulneſs, they were not ca 
pable to receive; as alſo that in As 10 
where Peter ſeems to be ignorant of tha 
Truth, viz. That the Goſpel was to be 
preached to all Nations; and contrary hertej 
Aunto, he erred in thinking it-unlawful tc 
' preach amongſt the Gentiles. 1 ſhall add twqon; 
Texts more, one in As 1.9.. where we read 
That thoſe Diſciples which had _— 
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to o Peace a and Unity. 7 
pled and baptized by John, were yet ignc- , ll 
rant of the Holy Ghoſt, and knew not (as 
the Text tells us) whether there were any 
Holy Ghoſt or no; tho” John did teach cor- 
| pantly: That he that ſhould come after him, 
ſhould baptize with the Holy Ghoſt ar d 
Fire. From hence we may eafily and plain 
ly infer, that Chriſtians may be ignorant of Wi 
many Truths, by reaſon of weak and dull 
Capacities, and other ſuch like Impediments, - 
even while thole Truths are with much 
| plainneſs delivered to them. Again, we 
-read, - Heb. 5. 13. of ſome that were unskil- _ Mi 
ful in the Word of Righteouſneſs, who ne- 
vertheleſs are called Babes in Chriſt, and 
with whom Unity and Peace are to be! in- 
violably kept and maintained. 
2. As this Unity and Peace may conf EK 
in the ignorance of many Truths, and in the 
holding of ſome Errors, ſo it muſt conſiſt 
with (and it cannot conſiſt without) the be- 
lieving and practiſing thoſe things, which are 
neceflary to Salvation and Church Commu- 
nion; and they are, Firſt, Believing that 
fl Chriſt the Son of God died for the Sins of 
Men. Secondly, That whoever helieverh, 
ought to be baptized The third thing efſen- 
tial to this Communion, is an holy anda 
Macheleſs Converſations” I, —_ 
* Fit, ii 


i _— . An Exhoꝛtation 


the founding of Chriſtian Society. 


Firſt, That believing that the Son of God 


died for the Sins of Men, is neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, I prove by thoſe Texts which tell 
us, that he that doth not believe ſhall be 
damned, Mark. 16. 16. John 3. 36. Rom, 


10. 19. pps | 
That it is alſo neceſſary to Church-Com- 


munion, appears fron Math. 16. 16, 17, 


18. Peter having conteſt that Chriſt was 


the Son of the Living God, Chriſt thereup- 
on aſſures him, that upon this Rock, vig. 
this Profeſſion of Faith, or this Chriſt which 
Peter had confeſsd, he would build his 


Church, and the Gares of Hell ſhould not 


prevail againſt it. And, 1 Cor. 3. 11. the 
Apoſtle having told the Corinthians, they, 


were God's Building, preſently adds. that 


| they could nor be built upon any Foundati- 


on but that which was laid, which was Je- 


| Jus Chriſt. All which proves, that Chriſti- 


an Society i founded upon the Profeſſion of 


Chriſt. And not only Scripture, but the 


Laws of right Reaſon diQtate this; that ſome 
Rules and Orders mult be obſerved for the 
founding of all Society, which muſt be con- 


ſented to by all that will be of it. Hence 
1r comes to paſs, that to own Chriſt as the 


Lord and Head of Chriſtians, is eſſential to 


Secondly, 


% 


we | 


to Peace and Unmty. & 
Secondly, The Scriptures. have declared 
thit this Faith gives the Profeſſors of it a 
I right to Baptiſm; as in the caſe of the Eu- 
nuch, Aces 8. When he demanded; why 
he might not- be baptized? Philip anſwers, 
That if be believed with all his Heart, he 
night; the Eunuch thereupon confeſſigg 
Chriſt, was baptized. a "In 
Now that Bupriſin is eſſential to Church- 
Communion,” I prove from 1 Cor. 12. 
where we ſhall find the Apoſtle labouring to 
prevent an evil uſe that might be made of 
Spiritual Gifts, as thereby to be putt up, 
© Ward to think that ſuch as wanted them, 
were not of the Body, or to be efteemed © _ 
Members: he thereupon reſolves, that who- . - 
t Jever did confeſs Chriſt, and own him for 
- his Head, did it by the Spirit, ver. 3. tho' 
they might not have ſuch a viſible manife- 
l. I ſtation of it as others had; and therefore 
f I tney ought to be owned as Members, as ap- 
& pears, ver. 23. And not only becaule they 
e have called him Lord by the Spirit, but be- 
1 eauſe they have by the guidancs and direction 
u Wot the ſame Spirit been baptized, ver. 13. For 
e Wy one Spirit we are all baptized inta one Bo. 
ne ch, Sc. I need not go about to confute that 
to Notion that ſome of late have had of this 
Text, v/2, That the Baptiſm here ſpoken 
* „ = 


| 20 An Exhoꝛtation 
Of, is the Baptiſm of the Spirit, becauſe 
you have not owned and declared that No. 
| -ion as your Judgment, but on the contra. 
ry. All of you that I have ever converſed 
with, have declared it to be underſtood 
of Baptiſm with Water, by the direction 
| of the Spirit: if ſo, then it follows, that 
Mien and Women are declared Members of 
Chriſt's Body by | Baptiſm, and cannot be 
by Scripture reputed and eſteemed ſo with. 
out it; which further appears from Roz. 6, 
5, where Men by Baptiſm are ſaid to be 
Planted into the likeneſs of his Death; and 
Col. 2. 12. we are ſaid to be buried with 
Him by Baptiſm : all which, together with c 
che conſent of all Chriſtians, (ſome few in I y, 
theſe late times excepted) do prove that If 
Baptiſm is neceſſary to the initiating Perſons ly 
indeed into the Church of Chriſt. 40 
Thirdly, Holineſs of Life is eſſential to 
Church-Communion, becauſe it ſeems to he 4 
the Reaſon why Chriſt founded a Church in li. 
the World, viz. that Men might thereby I M 
be watched over, and kept from falling; C 
and that if any be overtaken with a Fault, I ,j 
he that is Spiritual, might reſtore him: That I ge 
by this means, Men and Women might be g 
pPreſervd without blame to the coming of 7 
Chriſt. And the Grace of God teacheth vs pe 
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to Peace and Unit. 1x1 WM 
10 deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, an Wl 


before God, 7s to viſit the Fatherleſs and 
Widows in their Aﬀiition, and to keep our. 
ſelves unſpotted from the World, James 1. 


7% live ſoberly and uprightly in this preſent Mi 
vil. Norld, Tit. 2. 13, 12. And let cue, = 
122 that names the Name of the Lord, de- 
l part from Iniquity, 2 Tim. 2. 19. An& Ml 
names tells ns, (ſpeaking of the Chriſtian | 
7 Religion,] That pure Religion and undefile WY 
bt H 
5.27. From all which (together with many Mlb 
more Texts that might be produced) it a- [! ? 
d nears, that an unholy and profane Life, is: if | 
n irconfiſtent with Chriſtian Religion and So: IM 
c ciety ; and that Holineſs is efſential to Sal- 
in vation and Church-Communion :/ fo that 
at theſe three things, Faith, Baptiſm, and a Ho» Wl 
JJ ly Life, as I ſaid before, all Churches muſt . 
agree and unite. in, as thoſe things, which Il 
to when wanting, will deſtroy their Being: Wl 
be And let not any think, that when I Hy, be- Wb 
in lieving the Son of God died for the Sins of Mi 
/ Men, is eſſential to Salvation and Church- I 
3 © Communion, that I hereby would exclude 
lt, all other Articles of the Chriftian Creed, as: i 
url not neceſſary, as the belief of the Reſurre-- i 
be ion of the dead, and Eternal Judgment, | 
of. which for want of time Tomit to ſpeak ü 
% particularly to; and the rathes, becauſe F i 
10 * 5 3 | under — | | 
: 2 1 5 | 


— 2 == . — . __ \ 
PIETY * ity eats. — 3 WS. 2 Ty 
EEE. RES — — 2 — —— 

* . 0 "<4 


12 


An Exhoꝛtation 


underſtand this great Article, of believing 


the Son of God died for the Sin of Men, 
is comprehenſive of all others, and is that 


from vrhence all other Articles may be eaſi. 


Iy inferred. = 1 
And here I would not be miſtaken. as tho 


J held there were nothing elle for Chriſtians 
to practiſe, when I ſay this is all that is re- 
quiſite to Church Communion; for I very 
well know, that Chriſt requires many other 
things of us, after we are Members of his 
Body, which if we knowingly or malicioufly 


_ refuſe may be the cauſe; not only of Ex- 


communication, but Damnation: But yet 
theſe are fuch things as relate to the Well- 
being, and not to the Being of Churches; 


| as laying on of Hands in the Primitive Times 
upon Believers, by which they did receive 


the Gifts of the Spirit; this (I ſay) was for 


the encreaſe and edify ing of the Body, and 


not that thereby they might become of the 
Body of Chriſt, for that they were before. 


And do not think that I believe laying on of. 
Hands was no Apoſtolical Inſtitution, be- 


cauſe I ſay, Men are thereby made Members 
of Chriſt's Body; or becauſe I ſay, that it is 
not eſſential to Church-Communion : Why 
fhould I be thought to be againſt a Eire in 


the Chimney, becauſe I ſay, it mult vot be 


in the Thatch of the Houſe? Conſi der then 


Tee daily that as ſoon as Men come to a clear: 
all Men are Excommunicable, if not Dam- 
Tome. 'believe and ſee, that to be Pride and 


Covetouſneſs, which others do not, becauſe 
(it may be) they have more narrowly. and 


but God forbid, that if they ſhould come 


and ſuperfludus in their Apparel. 


* 
N 


to Peace and Unity. - i 


how pernicious a thing it is to make every _ 
Doctrine (tho? true) the bound of Commu- 


nion; this is that which deſtroys Unity; 
and by this Rule all Men muſt be perfect 
before they can be in Peace. For 40 we nor 


er underſtanding the Mind of God, (to ſay WM 
the beſt of whar they hold) that preſently- nn 


nable, that do not agree with them? Do not 


diligently ſearched into their Duty of theſe 
things than others have? What then, 


muſt all Men that have not. ſo large acquain- | | 


tance of their Duty herein be excommunica- 
ted? Indeed ic were to be wiſhed, that more 
Moderation in Apparel, and Secular Con- 
cernments, were found among Churches; 


ſhort herein, that we ſhould ſay, as one late- 
ly ſaid, That he could not communicate 
with ſuch a People, becauſe they were proud 


Let me appeal to ſuch; and demand of 
them, if there was not a time ſince they be- 
lieved and were baprized, wherein they did 

e "Pe 7 not 
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14 An | Exhojtation-: 


not believe lay ing on of Hands a Duty * And 


did they not then believe, and do they not 


Itill believe they were members of the Body 


of Chriſt? And was not there a time, hes 


you did not ſo well underſtand the nature 


and extent of Pride and Covetouſneſs as ne vv 
yon do? And did you not then believe, 


and do you not ſtill believe, that you were 


| __ tive Members of Chrift, tho leſs perfect? 
Why then ſhould you not judge of thoſe 


that differ from you herein, as you judged 
of your ſelves when you were as they now 
are? How need ful then is it for Chriſtians 
to diſtinguiſh (if ever they would be at 


Peace and Unity) between thoſe Truths 
which are eſſential to Church-Communi- 


ON, and thoſe that are not? 


F ourthly, Urity and Peace conſiſt | in our 


making ons Shoulder, to practiſe and put in 
execution the things we do know. Phil. 3. 


16. Ne ver theleſs whereim we have attained, 


let us walk by the ſame Rule, let ws mind 


the ſame things. How ſad is it ſo ſee our 


Zeal conſurne us, and our precious Time, 
in things doubtful and diſputable, while we 


are not concerned, nor affected with the 
Practiſe of thoſe indiſputable things we all 
 agreee in? We all know Charity to be the 
great S and * how few agree to 


— 
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to Peace and Unity. 13 
practiſe it? We all know, they that labour } 
in the Word and Doctrine, dre worthy of 
double Honour; and that God hath ordained, 
that they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould. 

live of the Goſpel : theſe Duties, however 
others have cavil'd at them, I know you a- 
gree in them, and are perſuaded of your Du- 
ty herein; but where's your Zeal to Practice? 

) how well would it be with Churches, if: 
they were but half as zealous for the great 
and plain, and- indiſputable Things, and- 

| the more chargeable and coſtly Things of WM 

Religion, as they are for Things doubtful, or- 

leſs neceſſary, or that are no charge to- 
them, and coſt nothing but the Breath ofs 
Contention, tho' that may be too great a- 
Price for: the ſmall things they purchaſe-- Jl 
with it? | | e KEE | i 
But further: Do we not all agree, that- 
Men that preach the Goſpel, thould do itt 
like Workmen that need not be aſhamed ?- 
and yet how little is this confidered by many:* Þ 
Preachers, who never conſider before they» 
| | fpeak, of what they ſay, or whereof they af-- WW 
firm? How few give themſelves to ſtudy, ., Wl 
that they may be approveii 2 How tew me- 
[| | ditate and give themiclves ro thee things 
chat their profiting m.iy appear to all? WU 
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is An Exbontatton 
For PE Lord's ſake, let us unite to pra- 
| Qtiſe thoſe things we know; and if we 
{ would have more Talents, ler us all agree 
| to improve thoſe we have, 


c 


| 


See the Spirit that was among the Primi- 


tive Profeſſors, that knowing and believing 
how much it concerned them in the propa- 


eating of Chriſtianity, to ſhew forth Love 


do onè another, (that ſo all might know them 
to be Chriſt's Diſciples) rather than there 


fhould be any Complainings among them, 


they ſold all they had; O how zealous. 
were theſe to pructiſe, and with one Shoul. 
'der to do what was upon their Hearrs for 
God! I might further add, how often have 
We agreed in our Judgments and hath it 
not been upon our Hearts, that this and the 


other thing is good. to be done, to enlighten 


| the dark World; and to repair the Breaches 


ot Churches, and to raiſe up thoſe Churches 


that now ye a galping, and among whom 


the Soul of Religion is expiring? But what 
do we more than talk of them? Do not 
moſt decline theſe things, when they either 
call for their Purſes, or their Perſons, to 


help in this, and ſuch like works as theſe? 
Ler us then, 'in what we know, unire, that 
we. may pur it. in. practice, remembring, 

| that 
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to Peate and Unity. 17 i 
that if we know theſe things, we ſhall be- 
happy if we do them. 
Fifthly, This Unity and Peace conſiſt 

in our joy ning and agreeing to pray for, and 
to preis after thoſe Truths we do not know. | 
The Diſciples in the Primitive Times were 
conſcious of their Imperfections, and there- 
fore with one accord continued in Prayer | 
and Supplications. If we were more in the 
ſenſe of our own Ignorances and ler. i ' 
ons, we ſhould carry it better towards thoſe 
that differ from us; then we ſhouid abound - 
more in the Spirit of Meckneſs and Forebear- 
ance, that thereby we might bring others 
(or be brought by others) to the knowledge 
of the Truth: This would make us go te 
God, and fay with Elibz, Job 34. 32 | 
That which we Ano not. reach thou . Bre- | | | 

thren did we but all agree, that we erred in 
many things, .we ſhould ſoon agree to go | 
to God, and pray for more Wiſdom _—_ WW | 
Revelation of his Mind and Will concern- 
ing R iy 

Bur here's our Miſery, that we no cn : 

receive any. thing for Truth, but we preſent- 
ly aſcend the Chair of Infallibilitp with it, 
as tho? in this we could not err: Hence it is. - 
we are e Impatient of Contradiction, and be- 
ne 4 4 1 
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18 An Exhortation.. 
come uncharitable to thoſe that are not of 
the ſame Mind; but now a Conſciouſneſs 
that we may miſtake, or that if my Brother 
err in one thing, I may err in another, will 
- unite us in Affection, and engage us to preſs 
after Perfection, according to that of the 
\ Apoſtle, Phil. 3. 13, 14, 15. Brethren, I 
count not my ſelf to have apprebended , but 
this one thing I do, forgeting thoſe things 
that are behind, and reaching forth to thoſe 
things tobieh are befbre, preſs towards the 
Mark; for the prize of the high Calling of 
God in Chriſt Feſus. And if in any thing 
Je be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even 
this unto you. O then that we could but 
unite and agree to go to God for one ano- 
ther, in confidence that he will teach us, 
and that if any of us want Wiſdom. (as who 
. of us does not?) We might ask of God, 
- who gives to all Men liberally and upbraids 
no Man- Let us, like thoſe People ſpoken 
ef, in I/a. 2. {ay one to another. Come. let 
us go to the Lord, for he wil teach us of his 
* Ways, and we will walk in his Paths. 
Sixthly, This Unity and Peace mainly | 
conſiſt in Unity of Love and Affection; Kyo 
this is the grear and indiſpenfivle Duty ot all Ithe 
Chriſtians ;, by this they are declared _ of 
p DE ici- 
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led the Great Commandment; the Old Com- 


I mandment, and the New Commandment 
that which was commanged in the begin- 


ning, and will remain unto the end, yes, 


and after the end. 1 Cor. 13. 8. Charity ne- 
ver fails; but whether there be Tongues, 


they ſhall ceaſe ; or whether there he-Know- 
ledge, it ſhall vaniſh away. And, ver, 13, 
And now abideth Faith, Hope and Charity; 
hut the greateſt of theſe is Charity, And,; 


| Co). 3. 14. Above all theſe things, put on 


Charity, which zs the Bond of Perfectneſr. 
Becauſe Charity is the end of the Comma nd- 


ment, 1 Tim. 1. 5. Charity therefore is calbd 


the Royal Lato, and has a ſuperintendency 


over other Laws, and doubtleſs is a Law 


to which others mult give place, when they 
come in competition with it ;. Above all 


things therefore, have fervent Charity among 


your ſelves, for Charity, covereth a multi- 
tude of Sins, 1,Pet.-4. 8. Let us therefore 


live in Unity and Peace, and the God of 


Love and Peace will be with us. 


Thar you. may ſo do, let me remember 
you, (in the words of a Learned Man) that 


the Unity of the Church, is an Unity 
of Love and Affection; and not a bare 


Uni- ; 


to Peace and Unity. 19 
Diſciples: And hence it is, that Love is cal- 
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Peace, and not of Confuſion, in all the 
Churches. God's Spirit rejoices in the U- “7; 
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ing; and be kind one 10 another, and tender. 


for Chrift's ſake” bath forgiven them, Eph. 


God, and rejoice his Spirit, ſo they rejoice 


nity and Peace bring Heaven down upon 


20 - AnExhortatim 
Uniformity of Practice and Opinion, Fa 

Thirdly, Having ſhewn wherein this U. il 
nity conſiſts, I come to the third General 00 
Thing propounded, and that is, To thew/ 


+ the Fruits and Benefits of Unity and Peace; W 
together with rhe Miſchiefs and Inconve-M'* 


niences, attending thoſe Churches where| 
Unity and Peace are wanting. | 


«off Unity and Peace is a Duty well. plea- 
fing to God, who is ſtyl'd the Author off 


nity of our Spirits. But on the other hand, q 
where Strife and Diviſions are, there the 


Spirit of God is grieved. Hence it is, that 07 


the Apoſtle no ſooner forbids the EHDe u,] 
togrieve the Spirit of God, but he preſent - 
ly ſabjoins us a Remedy againſt that Evil, { 
That they put away bitterneſs and evil-ſpeao*< 


hearted, forgiving one another, eben az God 


4. 30,32 | 
2dly, As Unity and Peace are pleaſing toy: ! 


the Hearts and Spirits of God's People. Ul- Of. 
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to Peate and Unity. 21 
karth among us. Hence it is, the Apoſtle 
. Nells us, Rom. 4. 17. That the Kingdom of 
18094 #5 not Meat and Drink, but Rigptęcuſ- 
neſs and Peace, and Foy in the Holy Gboſt. 
„Where Unity and Peace are, there is Hea- # 
en upon Earth: By this we taſte the Firft- 
fruits of that bleſſed Eſtate we ſhall one 
Day live in, the fruition of, when we ſhall 
come 1 the general Afjembly and Church of 
ibs Fir ſt-born, whoſe Names are written in 
Heaven, and to God the Fudge of all, and to 
the Spirits af juſt Men made perfect, Heb.. 
12. 23. | 
Thzs outward Peace of the Church (as a 
Learned Man obſerves) diſtils into Peace of 
Conſcience, and turns Writings and Read. 
ms of Controverſy, into Treatiſes of More 
fication and Devotion. —_— 
And the Plalmiſt tells us, It is not only _ "lus 
,z.Mood, but pleaſant, for Brethren to dwell to- | 
Meether in Unity, P/a/ 133. I. But where U- 
nity and Peice are wanting, there are Storms 
Mind Troubles : -Where Envy and Strife 7s, 
there is Confuſion, and every evil Work, Jam. 
4.16. It is the ourward Peace of the Church 
that increaſes our inward Joy; and the Peace 
of God's Houle gives us occaſion to eat our 
Meat with gladneſs in our own Houſes, Ads. 
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22 An Exhoꝛtation 


God with defires after Communion : But 


- plains, P/a/. 120. Wo 7s me, I ſojourn in 
| Metech, and that I dwell in the *Fents 0 


Za, The Unity and Peace of the Church Mr, 
make Communion of Saints deſirable, M1 
What is it that imbitters Church-Commu- MW 
nion, and makes it burdenſome, but Diviſi. Mc, 
ons © Have you not heard many complain, MT; 


that they are weary of Church-Communi. Mz, 
on, becauſe of Church-Contention ? but hi 


now where Unity and Peace is, there Chri- Non 


ſtians long for Communion. fir 


David ſaith, that he was glad when; 


they ſaid unto him, Let us go to the Houſe I pe 


of God, Pſal. 122.1. Why was this, but be- 
cauſe(as the third Verſe tells us) Jeruſalem ih- 


_ was a City compat? together, vohere the Tribesflas 
went up, the Tribes of the Lord, to give mi. 
thanks to his Name? And David ſneak: tra 
ing of the Man that was once his Friend, , 


thereby lets us know the Benefit of Peace ma 
and Unity, Pal. 55. 4. We, ( faith he ) ven 
took ſweet Counſel together, and walked 10 Pes 
the Houſe of God in Company. WhereSna 
Unity is ſtrongeſt, Communion is-1weet- 
eſt and moſt deſirable. You fee then 
that Peace and Union fill the People o 


on the other hand, hear how David com- 


--- Kedal 
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Cedar. The Pfalmiſt here is thought to al- 
Jude to a ſort of Men that dwelt in the De- 
arts of Arabia, that got their Livings by 
Contention; and therefore he adds, ver. 6. 
That his Soul bad long dwelt with them that 
bated Peace. This was that which made 
him long for the Courts of God, and eſteem 
Jene Day in his Houle: better th an a thou- 
ſind elſewhere ; this made his Soul even 
faint for the Houſe of God, becauſe of the 
Peace of it? Bleſſed are they (faith he) hat 
well in thy Houſe, they will be flill praiſing © 
thee, There is a certain note of Concord; 
s appears, As 2. where we read of Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, meeting with one accord, 
prarft ng God. 

4tbly, Where Unity and Peace are, there | 
many Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies are pre- 
rented, which attend thoſe People where 


many that might be mentioned, I ſhall 
briefly infiſt upon theſe Nine. 

1. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 
there is much precious Time ſpent to no 
purpoſe; how many Days are ſpent, and 
how many fruitleſs Journies made to no 


tow often have many redeem'd Time (even 
In Seed · time and Harveſt) when they an 
carce 


Peace and Unity are wanting: And of thoſe MW 


profit, where the People are not in Peace? 


24 An Erhortation 


than they went, repenting they have ſpen 
| ſo much precious Time to ſo little Benefit 
Hoy fad is it to fee Men ſpend: their preci 


Election ſure ; to make ſure of an Opinion 


in Scripture, in which we may be infallibly 


them upon, or venting among others, un: 
> leſs we can aſſume Infallibility; otherwiſe 
we ſpend Time upon Uncertainty. And 


ſcarce afford it, to go to Church, and, hy 
reaſon of their Diviſions, come home worſd 


ous Time, in which they ſhould work out 
theirSalvation; by labouring, as in the Fire] 
to prove an uncertain and doubtful Propo 
ſition; and to trifle away their Time, in 
which they ſhould make their Calling and 


which when they have done all, arenot in 
fallibly certain, whether it bz true or no; be- 
cauſe alb things neceſſiry to Salvation and 
Church Communion are plainly laid down 


ſure of the Truth of them? But for other 
things that we have no plain Texts for, bu 
the Truth of them depends upon our In- 
terpretations, we muſt be cautioned, that 
we do not ſpend much time in impoſing 


whoever caſt their Eyes abroad, and open 

their Ears to Intelligence, (hall both ſee, I th: 

and to their ſorrow hear, chit many Church- It 

es ſpend moſt of their time, in jangling andi in 

contending about thoſe things, which . cal 
| neither 


— 


— 


yeither eſſential to Salvation or Church 
Communion; and, which is worſe, about 
I {och doubtful Queſtions: that they are never 
able to give an infallible Solution of. But 
now where Unity and Peace are, our Time 
is ſpent in praiſing God; and in thoſe great 
Queſtions, What we ſhall do to be ſaved ; 
And how we may be more holy, and more 
humble rowards God, and more charitable 
and more ſerviceable to one another? 
2. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 
there is evil ſurmizing, and evil fpeak ing, to 
the Damage and Diſgrace, if not to the Ruin. 
ing of one another. Gal. 5. 14, 15. Ihe 
whole Law 7s fulfilled in one word, Thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf: but if ye bite 
and devour one another. take heed ye be not 
conſumed one of another. No ſooner is the 
Bond of Charity broken, which is as a Wall 
about Chriſtians, bur ſoon they begin to 
make Havock and Spoil of one another; then 
n. there is raiſing evil Reports, and taking up 
ſeevil Reports againſt each other: Hence it 
ais that Whiſpering and Backbiting proceeds, 
en and going from Houſe to Houſe ro blazon 
e the Faults and Infirmities of others; hence 
n- Tit is, that we watch for the Haltings of one 
d another, and do inwardly rejoice at the Miſ- 
te carriages of others; ſay ing in our Hearts, 
ö 3. 
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Ah, ah, {ſo we would have it. But now | 

where Unity and Peace are, there is Cha- th 
rity; and where Charity is, we are willing iſ 
to hide the Faults, and cover the Naked- ine 


neſs. of our Brethren. Charity thinketh no I In 
evil, 1 Cor. 13. 5. And therefore it cannot the 
ſurmize, neither will it ſpeak evil. 35 Fe: 
3. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, © 
there ean be no great Matters enterprized, Its 
wie cannot do much for God, nor much for 14 
one another. When the Devil would hinder N m- 
the bringing to paſs of Good in Nations NüUl 
and Churches, he divides their Counſels, Ci 
and (as one well obſerves) he divides their I nt 

t - Heads,that he may divide their Hands. When all 
Facob had propheſied of the Cruelty of Si- Ct 

meon and Levi, who were Brethren, he 0 

= threatens them with the conſequent of it; fre 
Gen. 49. 7. 1wil! divide them in Jacob, and I ſo- 
E - ſcatter them in Iſrael. The Devil is not to 
learn that Maxim he hath taught the Ma- Va, 
chiavelins of the World, divide & impera, W 
= divide and rule; it is a united Force that's | 
formidable: Hence the Spouſe in the C anti. I 
| clexis ſaid to be but one, and the only one of I ©0/ 
her Mother, Cant. 6. 9. Hereupon it is {aid . 
of her, ver. 10. That ſhe is terrible us an W. 
Army with Banners. What can a divided Ie. 
Army do, or a diſordered n that have te! 


* 


Ca 
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loſt their Banners, or for Fear ot Shame . 
thrown them away ? In like manner, what - | 
| can Chriſtians do for Chriſt, and the enlarg- + ll 
ing his Dominions in the World, in bring- 
ing Men from Darkneſs to Light, while 
themſelves are divided and diſordered e 
Peace is to Chriſtians, as great Rivers are 
to ſome Cities, which (beſides other Bene- 
fits and Commodities) are natural Fortifi- 
J cations, by reaſon whereof-rhoſe Places are 
made impregnable; but when by the Sub- 
otilty of an Adverfary, or the Folly of the 
Citizens, theſe Waters come to be divicled Mi 
. into little petty Rivulets, how ſoon are rhey Ml 
n aſfailed and taken? Thus it fares with the 
„Churches, when once the Devil, or their 
own Folly divides them, they will be fo far 
from reſiſting of him, that they will be 
ſoon ſubjected by him. ; 
Peace is to Churches, as Walls to Cities; 
nay, Unity hath defended Cities that had no 
Walls: It was oncedemanded of Ageſila u, 
s Why Lacedemon had no Walls? He anſwers, 
1. (pointing back to the City,) That the Con- 
of cord of the Citizens was the Strength of the 
id Cy. In like manner, Chriſtians are ſtrong 
an when united; then they are more capabliz to 
ed Nreſiſt Temptation, and to ſuccour kuch as are 
ve tempted; when Unity and Peace is among 
7 +, 
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the Churches, then are they like a Walled 


then ſurely twenty are better than two, and 


28 An Exhoztatin 


Town: And when Peace is the Church's 
Wall, Sa:lvation will be her Bulwark. 

Platarch tells us of one Silur us that had 
80 Sons, whom he calls to him as he lay on 


his Death-bed, and gave them a Sheaf of 
Arrows; thereby to ſignify, that if they lived 
in L Inity, they might do much; but is they 


dix iled, they would come to nothing. If 


Ch tiſti ins were all of one piece, if they were 
all but one Lump, or bur one Sheaf or Bun- 
dle., how great are the Things they might 


do tor Chriſt and his People in the World; 


whereas otherwiſe they can do little, but 


d ill 3onour and offend him. : 

Lt is reported of the Leviathan, that his 
Streꝛngth is in his Scales, Fob 41. 15, 26, I7, 
His Scales are his Pride, ſhut up together 
as tnth a cloſe Seal; one is fo near to ano. 
thei", that no Air can come between them; 


they join rogether, they flick together, they 


can not be ſundred. If the Church of God 
wel e united like the Scales of Leviathan, it 
wot id not be every Brain-fick Notion, nor 
ang ry Speculation, that would cauſe their 
ED aTratlon!. | | 

S olomon faith, Two-are better than One, 
beca uſe if o ne fall, the other may raiſe him; 


an 
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n hundred are better than twenty, for the 
ume reaſon, becauſe they are more capable 
do help one another. If ever Chriſtians 
would do any thing to raiſe up the fallen 
Jabernacles of Facob, and to ſtrengthen the 
weak, and comfort the feeble, and to fetch 


oy Unity. 


6, The Lord ſaub, Behold; the People are 
ne, &c.- And now nothing will be reftrained 
om them that they have imogined io do. 
We learn by Reaſon, what great things 
ay be done in worldly Atchievements 


„ that Unity among Chriſtians may ena- 
„e them to enterprize greater Things for 


. Ibriſt? Would not this make Satan fall from 


„ eaven like Lightning? For as Unity built 
eral Babel, it's Unity that muſt pull down, 


jt Were Diviſions are, there is Confuſion; by 


or His means a Babel hath been built in every 


ir Nee. It hath been obſerved by a Learned 


lan, and I wiſh I could not fay truly, That | 


jp Were is moſt of Babel and Confuſion among 


8. ole that cry out molt againſt it. If we | 
nd Nould have a Hand to deſtroy Babylon, let's 


have 


We read of the Men of Babel, Gen. 11. 


chere Unity is: And ſhall not Reaſon (aſ- 
ited with the Motives of Religion) teach 


id y ſtical Babel. And On the Other hand, | 


4 


ack thoſe that are gone aſtray, it muſt be 
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| ly met and did Nothing. This is the mi 
= ' - chiei of Diviſions, they hinder the doing of 
much Good; and if Chriſtians that are di 


1 cannot agree 5 - 5. Dt 


30 An Exhoꝛtation 
have a Reet to unite one among another 
Our Engliſh Hiſtories tell us, That afte t 
Auſtin the Monk, had been ſore time i 

Exgland, he heard of ſome of the Remaing 

of 5 Britiſh Chriſtians, which he conven n 
to a Place, which Cumbden in his Byitanni- 
calls auſtin? s Oak Here they met to con 
ſult about Matters of Religion; but ſuch n 


was their. Divifion, by reafon of Auſtin's ( 


\ 


impoſing Spirit, that our Stories tell us 
That Synod was Famous for thzs, that they on 


vided,be ever famous for any thing, it will be t. 
that ey have often met together, and talk Je 
ed of this and that thing, but did nothing. I | 

Where Unity and Peace are wanting f 
there the Weak are wounded, and the Wic 


| Kkedate hardned : Unity may Well be com- T 
N E pared to pr ecioms O, Pſal. 133. 2. It's the 1 
gnatute of Oi to heal that which is wound 75 
cd, and to ſotten that which is hard. Thoſe “. 
that have hardned themſelves againſt Godſſ at 
and his People, when they ſhall behold Uni C 
9 ard Peace among them, will ſay, God ig F. 
| in them indeed. And on the other hand, are} cc 
they not rcady to ſay, when they ſe you be 
| divided, That the Devil's in Jou, ihat ye th 


to Peate and Unity. 1 
5. Diviſions, and want of Peace, keep 
bels out of the Church that would come in 
and cauſe many to go out that are in. 

* The Diviſions, of Chriſtians (as-a Lear- 
ned Man obſerves) © are à Scandal to the 
; „Jes, an Opprovrium to the Gentiles, and 

© at Inlet to Atheiſm and Infidelity. Inſo- 
much that our Controverſies about Religion 
(eſpecially as they have been of late mana- 
ged) have made Religion it felt become a 
Controverly. O then, how good and plea- 
ſant a thing it is for Brethren to dwell toge- 
ther in Unity ! The Peace and Unity among 
the Primitize Chriſtians, drew others to 


them: What hinders the Converſion of the -& 


Jewe, but the Diviſions of Chriſtians? Muſt 
[ be a Chriſtian, flys the Jew? What Chri- 
ſtian muſt Ibe? What Sec mult I be of? 


The Jews (as one notes) gloiting upon that 


Text in 1/a, 11. 6. where it is propheſied, 

That the Lion aud the Lamb ſhall lye down 
together, and tbot #here ſhall be none left to 
hurt ner deſtroy in all God's Holy Mountains 


and interpreting theſe fayings,ro ſignify the : C 


Concord and Peace that ſhall be among the 
People that ſhall own rhe Mefzab,do hence 

conclude, that the AMeiab is not yet come, 
becauſe of the Contentions and Diviſions 


that are among thoſe that profeſs him. An! 
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the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor. 14. 23. That if an 


Unbelieyer ſhould! ſee their Diſorders, he 
Would ſay they were mad; but where Uni. 


ty and Peace are, there the Churches are 
multiply'd. We read As 9. that when the 
Churches had reſt, they multiply'd ; and 
Ads 2.46, 47. when the Church was ſery- 


ing God with one accord, the Lord added 
to them daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 


It is Unity brings Men into the Church, 


and Diviſions keep them our. It is reported 
of an Indian paſſing by the Houſe of a Chri- 


ſtian, and hearing them contending, being 
gefir'd to turn in, he refus'd, ſaying, Haba: 
macꝶ dwells there, meaning, that the Devil 


dwelt there : But where Unity ard Peace 


are, there God is, and he that dwells in 
Love, dwells in God. The Apoſtle tells 
the Corinthians, That if they walked order- 


ly, even the Unbeliever would hereby be en- 
forced to come and worſhip, and ſay, God 


was in them indeed. And we read, Zech. 8. 
23. of a Time when ten Men ſhall take 
hold of a Jeto, and ſay, We will go with you, 


For we have heard that God is with you. 


And hence ir is, that Chriſt prays, John 
17. 21. 1hat his Diſciples might be one, as 
the Father, and he were one. that the World 


 anight believe the Faiher ſent him. As it he 


{hould 


te Sad. 
WT LY S Le 


not at peace and Unity among your ſelves, 


ſay ot them, That tho they had many Bo- 
read the fame of them, Ads 4. 32. Thar 


obſerve, or elſe it is not calculated fox our 


to Peace and Unity. 23 
ſhould ſay, you may preach me as long as 
you will, and to litile purpoſe, if you ate 


Such was the Unity of Chriſtians in former 
Days, that the intelligent Heathens would 


dies, they had but one Soul. And we 


the multitude of them that believed, were of 
one Heart and one Soul. 
And as the Learned Srillingfioes obſerves 
in his Irenicam, The Unity and Peace that 
* was then among Chriftians,mads Religion 
* amiable in the Judgment of impartial Hea- 
* thens : Chriſtians were then known by the 
t benignity and ſweetneſs of their Diſpoſiti- 
ons, by the candor and ingenuity oF their 
; Spirirs, by their mutual Love, Forbearance 
© 3nd Condeſcenſion to one another. But 
* eitherthis is not the Practice of Chriſtian. 
ty, (vis. a Duty Chriſtians are now bound 19 


Meridian, where the Spirits o Men are of 
too high an elevation for it: For it Pride 
© 3nd Uncharitableneſs, Diviſiors and Strife, 
* Wrath and Envy, A nimoſities and Conten- 
4 tions, were but the 5 of trite Chriſti» 
* ans, Diogenes ned never light his Lamp 
at Noon, to find oor ſuch aimspgus; but if WM 
ESTES 5 
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a Spirit of Meeknels, Gentleneſs and Con- 
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deſcenſion, a ſtooping to the Weakneſſes 


_* and Intirmities of one another, a purſuit 


* after Peace, when it flies from us, be the 


©indiſpenſible Duties, and charadteriſtical 


* Notes of Chriſtians, it may poſſibly prove 


© difficult Inquett to find out ſuch, for the 


* Crouds of thoſe that ſhelter themſelves 


© under that glori>us Name. 


It is the Uniiy and Peace of Chutches 
that bring others td them, and make Chri- 


ſtianity amiable. What is propheſied of the 


Church of the Jews, may in this caſe be 


applied to the Gentile Church, /. 66. 12, 


That when once God extends Peace to her 
like a River, the Gentiles ſhall come in like 
2 flowing Stream; then (and not till then) 


. the Glory ct the Lord ſhall ariſe upon his 
Churches, and his Glory hall be ſeen among 


them; then ſhall their Hearts fear and be 
eilarged, becaule the abundance of the Na- 
tions {ſhall be converted to them. 

6. As want of Unity and Peace keeps 


| thoſe out of the Church that would coms 


in, ſo it hinders the growth of thoſe that 
are in. Jarts and Divifions, Wranglings 
and Prejudices, eat out the Growth, if not 


the Life of Religion. Theſe are thoſe Wa- 


ters of Marah, that imbittes our Spirits, 
IT and 


— 
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tc 


| Peace are ſaid to be like the Dew of Hermon, 


Thorns, Contentions, and Parties. Diviſt- 


Fruits, which cauſe them to dwindle away 


the plump full Ones; when the lean Kine 


— — 4 - 
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to Peace and Unity. 35 |M| 
and quench the Spirit of God- Unity and 


and as a Dew that deſcended upon Son, j 
where the, Lord commanded his Bleſſing, ö 
Pal 1 2 | 


Diviſions run Religion into Briars and 


ons are to Churches, like Wars in Countries: 
Where War is, the Ground lyeth walte and 
untilled, none-rakes care of ir. Ir is Love 
that ediſicth, but Diviſios pulleth down: 
Diviſions are as the No- Eaſt W ind to the 


to nothing; but when the Storms are over, 
every thing begins to grow. When Men 
are divided, they ſeldom ſpeak the Truth inn 
Lore, and then no marvel they grow not up- . Wl 
to him in all things, which is the Head. | 
It is a fad preſage of an approaching Fa- 
mine (as one well obſerves) not of Bread 
nor Water, but of hearing the Word of 
God, when the thin Ears of Corn devour 


devour the fat Ones; when our Controver- 
ſies about doubtful things, and things of MM 
leſs moment, eat up our Zeal for the more 
indiſputable and practical things in Religi-- 
on : which may give us cauſe to fear, that 
this will be the Character by which our Age. 
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will be known to Poſterity, that it was the 


Age that talked of Religion moſt, and loved 


it leaſt. 

Look upon thoſe Churches where Peace 
is, and there you ſhall find Proſperity : 
When the C WE tri had Reſt, they were not 
only multiply'd, but walking i in the Fear of 


the Lord, and the Comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, they were Edifv'd; it is when the 
whole Body is knit together, as with Joynts 


and Bands, that they i incteaſe with the In- 


creaſe of God. 


We are at a ſtand ſometimes, Why there 
is fo little Growth among Churches, Why 
Men have been ſo long in learning, and are 


yet ſo far from attaining the knowledge of 


the Truth? Some have given one Reaſon, 


and ſome another; ſome ſay Pride is the 


Cauſe; and others {ay Covetouſneſs is the 
Cauſe, F wiſh I could ſay theſe were no 


= Cauſes : Bur I obſerve, that when God en: 


tred his Controverſy with his People of Old, 
he mainly inſiſted upon ſome one. Sin, as 


Idolatry and ſhedding innocent Blood, Oe. 


as comprehenſive of the reſt; not bur that 
they were gpilty of other Sins, but thoſe 


that were the moſt Capital, are particularly 


inſiſted on. In like manner, whoever 3 


but take a review of Churches that "E in 
on- 
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Contentions and Diviſions, may eaſily find 


that breach of Unity and Charity is their 
Capital Sin, and the occafion of all other 


Sins. No marvel then, that the Scripture . 
ſaith, The whole Law is fulfilled in Love 
and if ſo; then where Love is wanting, it 
follows, the whole Law is broken. It is 
where Love grows cold, that Sin abounds ; 
and therefore the want of Unity and Peace 
is the cauſe of that Leanneſs and Barren- 
ne ſs that is among us: It's true in Spiri 
tuals as well as Temporals, that Peace. 
brings Plenty. 


7. Where Unity and 3 are wanting, =_ 


our Prayers are hindred : The Promiſe is, 
That what we ſhall agree to ask, ſhall be 
given us of our Heavenly Father. No mar- 


vel we pray and pray, and yet are not an- 


ſwered; it is becauſe we are not agreed 
what to have. 

It is reported, That the People of Lace. 
demonia, coming to make Supplications to 
their Idol-god, ſome of them asked for 


Rain, and others of them asked for Fair- | 
Weather: The Oracle returns them this An» Wl 


ſwer, That they ſhould go-firft and agree 
among themſelves. Would a Heathen God 
refuſe to anſwer ſuch Prayers, in which the 
Supplicants were not agreed, and ſhall we 

& 4. think 
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think the True God will anſwer them? 
We ſee then that Diviſions hinder our 
Prayers, and lay a Prohibition on our Sacri- 
ice: If thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, 
Clairh Chriſt) ad there remember that thy 
Brother hath ought againſt thee, leave thy 


SG Gyr, and go and firſt be reconciled to thy 


Brother, and then come and offer it. So that 


want of Unity and Charity hinders even our 


particular Prayers and Devotions. — 
This hindred the Prayers and Faſtings of 
the People of old from finding acceptance, 


T/a. 58. 3. The People ask the Reaſon 


wherefore they faſted, and God-did nor ſee 
nor take notice of them? He gives this Rea- 
Jon, becauſe they faſted for Strife and De- 


dateè, and hid their Face from their own 


PA 


Fleſh. Again, I/. 59. the Lord faith, His 


Hand was not ſhortned, that he could not 
fave, nor bis Ear heavy, that he could not 


Hear: but their Sins had ſeparated between 
Ipbeir God and them. And among thoſe ma- 


ny Sins they ſtood chargeable with, this 
was none of the leaſt, via. that Ihe way of 


Peace they had not known. - Xou fee where 


Peace was wanting, Prayers were hindred, 
both under the Old and New Teſtament. 


The Sacrifice of the People, in /. 65. 


that ſaid, Stand further off, Tam bolier than 
N 5 thou, 


- EM n 
Tr mb mo if A. oh 


hs as. i... wa. '* 


a o.i-O# Oat oak ©. en Hulk oof as. 


to Peace and Unity. 39 | 


| thou, was a ſmoke in the Noſtrils of tbe 
Lord, On the other hand, we read how 1 


; accept able thoſe Prayers were that were 
made with one accord, Ads 4. 24. with | 
31. they prayed with one accord, and they 
„were all of one Heart, and of one Soul; and 
» MW fe the Benefit of it, 0e were all filled coitß 
the Holy Ghoſt, and fpoke the Tord with all 

K boldnefs : Which was the very thing they 


| prayed for, as appears, v. 29, And the A- 
F WW poſltle exhorts the Husband to dwell with his 
| Wife, that their Prayers might not be hin- 

dared, 1 Per. 3. 7. We ſee then, want of 
Unity and Peace either in Families or. '} 

Churches, is an hindrance of Prayers. 1 
8. It is a Diſhonour and Diſparagement 
to Chriſt, that his Family {hould be divi- 
ded. When an Army falls into Mutiny and 
Dirvifſion, it reflects Diſparagement” on him 
; 


that has the Condutt of it: In like manner 

the Diviſions of Families are a Diſhonour - Ml 

to the Heads, and thoſe that govern-them, WM 
; And if ſo, then how greatly do we diſho-- 
" | nour our Lord and Governour, who gave 
his Body to be broken, to kœep his Church 
from breaking, who pray ed for their Peace 
and Unity, and left Peace at his departine WM 
from them for a Legaey, even a Peace which 
the World could not beſtow upon them?” Fl 
1 9 9. Where 


An Exhoztation 
9. Where there are Peace and Unity, 
there is a Sympathy with each other; that 
which is the want of one, will be the want 
of all: Who is affliffed, (lays the Apoſtle) 
and l burn not? We ſhould then remember 
- them thai are in Bonds, as bound with them; 
and them which ſuffer Adverſity, az being 
our ſelves alſo of the Body, Heb. 13. 3, 
But where the Body is broken, or Men are 
not reckon'd or efteemed of the Body, no 
marvel. we are little affected with ſuch as 
are afflicted ; Where Diviſions are, that 
which is the Joy of the one, is the Grief of 


another; but where Unizy, Peace and (ha- 


rity abound, there we ſhall find Chriſtians 
mourning with them. that mourn, and re- 
 Joycing with them that rejoyce; then they 
will not envy the Profperity of others, nor 
ſecretly rejoyce at the Miſeries or Miſ- 

Carriages of any, _ 5 : 
Laſtly, I ſhall give fourteen Directions 
and Motives for obtaining Peace and Uniiy. 
1. If we would live in Peace and Uniiy, 
we muſt pray for them. We are required 
to /eck Peace: Of whom then can we ſeek 
it with hopes to find it, but of him who is a 
God of Peace, and has promis'd to bleſs his 
People with-it * God has promis d to give 
his People one Heart, and one Way; Bi 
\ 8 Ki Tor 
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for all theſe Things, He will be ſought un- 


file prays for in-all his Epiſtles ; in which! 


of the Churches, muſt be careful who they 
Churches to; as, firſt (over and beſides thoſe- | 
ans) they that Rule the Church of God, d | 
ing. Where an ignorant Miniſtry is, com- 


it was of old, Like Prieſt, like People. 
How ad is it to ſee the Church of God, 


to be Teachers of others, yet underſtand notr 


when there is no Balm in Gilead, and when 
there's no Phy ſician there. Hence it is, that? 
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- The Peace of Churches; is what the Apo- | 


his deſire is, that Grace and Peace may be | | 
mulriply'd and increaſed among them. 
2. They that would endeavour the Peace: 


commit the Care and the Over- ſight of the: 
Qualifications that ſhould be in all Chriſti- 
would be Men of Counſel and Underſiand-- } 


monly is an ignorant People, accord ing as Wl 


committed to the Care of ſuch that pretend? | 


what they ſay, or whereof they affirm. No 
marvel the Peace of Churches is broken, 
when their Watchmen want Skill: to pre- 
ſerve their Unity, which of all things is as- 
the Church's Wall: when they are divided: 
no wonder if they crumble to Atoms;if there: 1 
is noskiltul FPhyſician to heal them. Ils ſads 


the Wounds of Churches become incurab e, 
|; a ! ; | like ö I | 


* 
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EF like the Wounds of God's People of old, 
either not healed at all, or elſe but ſlightly, 
and to no purpoſe. May it not be ſaid ot ma- 
ny Churches at this day, as God ſaid of the 
& Church of / rael, That he fought for a Man 


make up the Breach, but he found none? 


2. 7. The Prieſts Lips ſhould preſerve Know: 
| dee; and the People ſhoutd ſeek the Law at 
Fi Mouth: But when this is wanting, the 
= People will ſtumble, and depart from God: 
and one another. Therefore God com- 


ftroyed for want of Knowledge ; that is, for 
want of knowing Guides : for if the Light: 
in them that teach, be Darkneſs, how great 


Blind, no marvel both fall into the Ditch. 
How many be there that take upon them 
to teach others, that had need be taught the 
beginning of Religion; that inſtead of mul- 
tiplying Knowledge, multiply Words with- 


© known God's Counſel, darken Counſel by 
| Words without Knowledge? Some do more 
than darken Counſel, . tor they wreſt the 

Counſel: of God; 2 Pet. 3. 16. In Paul's 


among them that ſhould ſtand in the Gap, aud 


Remember what was ſaid of old, Mal. 


| plains Hoſ 4. 6. That his People were de- 
$ that Darkneſs ? And if the Blind lead the 
out Knowledge; and inſtead. of making 


Brz{iles are ſomethings Þard to be underſtood, 
=_ ; „ - 
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which they that are unlearned and unſtablss 
tore ſt, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, 
to their own deſtructlion. Some thiogs in 
Scripture are hard to be known, and they MY 
are made harder by ſich unlearned Teach. | | 
ers, as utter their own. Notions by Words J 
without Knowledge. * wt ” 

None are more bold to take upon them to 
expound the dark Myſteries and Sayings of 
the Prophets and Revelations, and the 915 
of the Romans, which I believe contains 
ſome of thoſe many things, which in Paul's 
Epiſtles, Peter faith were bard to be under- 

ood I ſay, none are more forward to dig 
in theſe Mines, than thoſe that can hardly 
give a ſound Reaſon for the firſt Principles 
of Religion; and ſuch as are ignorant of 
many more weighty things, that are eaſily 
to be ſeen in the Face'and Superficies of the 
Scripture. Nothing will ſerve theſe but 
ſwimming in the Deeps, when they have 
not yet learn'd to wade thro* the Shallows 
of the Scriptures. Like the Grofticks of old, 
who thought they knew all Things, tho? 
they knew nothing as they ought. And as: 
thoſe Gnofticks did of old, fo do ſuch _Y 
Teachers of late brake the Unity and Peace 
of Churches. How needful then is it, that if 
we deſire the Peace of Churches, we chuſe 

56 | llt 
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44 IJn Exhoztation 
out Men of Knowledge, who may be able 
to keep them from being ſhatter'd and ſcat- 
ter'd with every Wind of Doctrine; and 
who may be able to convince and ſtop the 

Mouths of Gain-ſayers? : 
3. You muſt not only chuſe Men of 
Counſel ; but (if you deſign the Unzry and 
Peace of the Churches) Men of Courage to 
- govern them; for as there muſt be Wiſdom 
to bear with ſome, ſo there muſt be Cou- 
age to correct others; as ſome muſt be in- 
ſtructed meekly, ſo others rebuked ſharply, 
that they may be ſound in the Faith; there 
muſt be Wiſdom to rebuke ſome witIf long- 
ſuffering, and Courage to ſuppreſs and ſtop 
the Mourhs of others. The Apoſtle tells II. 
tus of ſome whoſe Mouths muſt be ſtop'd, d 
or elſe they would ſubvert whole Houſes, It 
Tit. I. 11. Where this Courage has bzen u 
wanting, not only whole Houſes, but whole t 
Churches have been ſubverted. And Y 
Paul tells the Galatians, That when he t! 
ſato ſome endeavour to bring the Churches e 
into Bondage, that he did not grve place to t! 
them, no not for an Hour, &c. Gal. 2. 5. If 5. 
this Courſe had been taken by the Rulers of | A 
Churches, their Peace had not been ſooften v 
invaded by unruly and vain Talkers. te 
4. In chuſing Men to Rule (If ſs” n 
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endeavour to keep the Luity of the Spirit, 
and the Bond of Peace thereby) be careful 
you chuſe Men of peaceable Diſpoſitions. 
That which has much annoy'd the Peace of 
Churches, has been the froward and perverſe 
Spirits of the Rulers thereof. Solomos there- 
fore adviſes, That with a Furiozs Man we 
ſhould not go, leſt we learn his Ways, andget 
a Snare to our Souls, Prov. 22.24, 25. And 
- with the Froward, we learn Frowardneſs. 
How do ſome Mens words eat like a Canker, 

2 why inſtead of lifting up their Voice like a 
e | Trumpet, to ſound a Parley for Peace, have 
rather ſounded an Alarm to War and Con- 
p tention? If we would live in Peace, let's 
. © reverence their Feet hat bring the glad Ty- 
„dings of it. O how have ſome made it 
„ their Buſineſs to preach Contentions; and 
n upon entertaining of every novel Opinion, 
eto preach Separation! How has God's _ |} 
d Word been ſtretch'd and torn, to furniſh AN 
ce | theſe Men with Arguments to tear Church- 
es! Have not our Ears heard theſe Texts 
that ſay, Come out from among them, and 
th be /eparate, &c. and withdraw from cvery 
f | Brother that walks diſorderly ? ] ſay, have 
nf wenot heard theſe Texts, that were writ- 
ten to prevent Diſorder, brought to counte- 
d nance the greateſt Diſorder in the CHO 
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of God even Schiſm and Diviſion Where: 
as one of theſe Exhortations was written to 
the Church of Corinth, to ſeparate them: 
ſelves from the Idols Temple and Table, 
"which many of them lived in the participa- 
tion of, notwithſtanding their profeſſion of 
the True God; as appears 2 Cor. 6. 6. 16, 
17, compared with 2 Cr. 8. 7. 1 Cor. 10. 
14, 20, 22. And not for ſome Members, 
who ſhall make themſelves both Judges and tl 
Parties to ſeparate, when and as often as u 
they pleaſe, from the whole Congregation I C 
and Church of God where they ſtood re- o 
lated; for by the ſame Rule, and on the ll { 
F fame Ground, may others ſtart fome new re 
Queſtion among theſe new Separatiſts, and C 
become Judges of the Communicableneſs of ce 
them, and thereupon make another Separati- | tl 
on from theſe, till at laſt two be not left to n. 
Walk together. And for that other Text, te 
mentioned 2 Iheff. 3. 9. where Paul ex- yi 
horts the Church of Theſſalonica to with- 
draw themſelves from every Brotber that | N 
walks diſorderly ;, T wondvr that any ſhould I dt 
bring it to Juſtify their Separation, or with- Id. 
drawing from the Communion ofa true(rho? 85 
a diſorderly) Church. For, (1.) Confider, Ini 
that this was not writ for a few Members to {| ay 
withdraw. from. the. Church, but for the tb 
_— - 55 Church 
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Church to withdraw from diſordely Mam. 
bers. (2.) Conſider, that if any offended 
Members, on pretence of Error either in 
Doctrine or Practice, ſhould by this Text 
become Judges (as well as Parties) of the 
Grounds and Lawfulneſs of their Separati- 
on; then it will follow, that half a ſcore 
notorious Hereticks, or fcandalous Livers 
(when they have walked ſo as they foreſee 
the Church are ready to deal with, and. 
withdraw from them) ſhall anticipate the 
a Church, and pretend ſomewhat againſt it, 
„of which themſelves muſt be Judges, and 
ſo withdraw from it, pretending either He- 
vi reſy or Diſorder; and then condemn the 
Church, to prevent the Diſgrace of being 
i | condemn'd by it. How needful then is it, 
„that Men of peaceable Diſpoſitions, and 
not of factions and dividing Spirits, be choſe I 
, | to Rule the Church of God, left it be le:- 
vened and ſoured by then. 4 
— 5. As there muſt be Care us'd in chuſing 
Men to Rule the Church, fo we muſt confi- 
der that there are many things darkly laid 


down in Scripture. This will temper our 
Spirits, and make us live in Peace and U- 
, | nity the more firmly in things wherein we 
> | agree, this will help us to bear one ano. 
| thersBurden,and ſo fulſil theLaw of Chriſt, 
—inaſmuch 
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inaſmuch as all ting neceſſary to Sal vati- 
on and Church - Communion are plain in Scri- 
pfture. And where things are more darkly 
laid down, we ſhould conſider that God in- 
tended hereby to ſtir up our diligence, that 


we might increaſe our Knowledge, and not 


our Diviſions: For, it may be ſaid of all Dil 
coveries of Truth we have made in the Scri- 
ptures, as it's ſaid of the Globe of the Earth, 

that tho Men have made great Searches, and 
thereupon great Diſcove ies, yet there is fill 
a Terra mcognita, an unknown Land? fo 
there is in the Scriptures ; for after Men have 
travelled over them, one Age after another, 
yet ſtill there is Terra incognita an un- 
known Trac to put us upon further ſearch 
and Enquiry, and keep us from cenſuring and 


the ſame diſcoveries: So that we may ſay 


with David, when we reflect on our ſhort 


7 an end of all Perfetions, but God's 
Commands are exceeding broad; and (as one 
obſerves, ſpeaking of the Scriptures) that 
there is a Path in them leading to the Mind 


== of the Mind of God, We have 


- of God, that lies far from the Thoughts and 
Apprehenſ; jons of Men. And on the other 


nd, in many other places, God ſits, as 
it were, on an Superfi ies, aud the Face © of 


—. 
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the Letter, where he that runs may diſcern 
him PERKIN plainly, and no Parable at all. 
How ſhould the conſideration of this induce 


us to a peaceable deportment towards thoſe 


that differ? EN, | 
6. If we would endeavour Peace and U- 
nity, we muft conſider how God has tem- 


pered the Body; that ſo the comely parts 


ſhould not ſeparatè from the uncomely, 
as having no need of them, 1 Cor. 12. 
22 — 25. There are in Chriſt's Body and 
Houſe, ſome Members and Veſſels leſs ho- 
nourable, 2 Tim. 2. 20. And therefore we 
ſhould not, as ſome now-a-davs, pour the 
more abundant Diſgrace, inſtead of putting 


the more abundant Honour upon them: Did 
we but confider this, we ſhould be covering 


the Weakneſs, and hiding the Miſcarriages 
of one another, becauſe: we are all Mem- 


bers of one another, and the moſt uſeleſs 


Member in its place is uſeful. 

7. If we would live in Peace, let us re- 
member our Relations to God, as Children to 
a Father, and to each other as Brethren. Will 
not the Thoughts that we have one Father, 
quiet us, and the Thoughts that we are Bre- 


thren, unite us? It was this, made Abraham 
propoſe Terms of Peace to Lot, Gen. 13. 


Let there be noStrife between us, for we are 


Bre- 
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Bret hren. And we read of Moſes ( AT. 7 
26.) uling this Argument, to vncile 


__ thoſe that ſtrove together, and to ſer them 


at one again; Sir, ye are Brethren, why 
do ye wrong one another ? A deep ſenſe of 


this, that we are Brethren, would Keep us 
. from dividing. 


If we would preſerve Peace, let us 
8 the Gifts, Graces, and Vertues that are 


in each other; let theſe be more in our Eye 


than their Failings and Imperfections. When 
theApoltle exhorted the Philipians to Peace, 
as a means hereunto, that ſo the Peace of 
God might rule in their Hearts he tells them, 
Chap. 4. 8. that , there were any Vertu, or 


bony Praiſe, they ſhould think of theſe things. 
While we are always expoſing the Faults: 
of one another, and ſpreading their Infirmi- 


ties, no marvel we are ſo little in Peace and 
Charity: for as Charity covers a multitude 


of Sins, ſo Malice covers a multitude of 


Vertues, and makes us deal by one another, 
as the Heathen Perſecutors dealt with 
Chriftians, vg. put them in Bears skins, 


that they might more eaſily become a Prey 
to the Dogs deſigned to devour them. 


9. If we would keep Unity and Peace, 


A Jet! us lay aſide provoking and dividing Lan- 
Suaze, and forgive thoſe that uſe it. Re- 


member 
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member that old Sayiag; Evil Words cor 
rupt good Manners. When Men think to 


carry all afore them, with ſpeaking uncha .-. 
ritably and diſgraczfully of their Brethren, 
or their Opinions; may not fuch be anſwer- 
ed, as Fob anſwered his unfriendly Viſitants, | 
Chap. 6.25. How forcible are right Nord? 
bat lohat do your Arguings reproves How 
healing are words ficly ſpoxen? A word in 
ſeaſon, bow good is it? It we would ſeck 
Peace; ler us cloath all our Treaties for Peace 
with acceptable Words; and where one 
Word may better do than another, let that 
] be uſed to expreis Perſons or things by; 
and let us not, as ſome do, call the diffe: 
rent Practices of our Brethren, Will-wor- _ | 
" E ſhip, and their diftznt Opinions, Dorines 
Jof Devils, and the Doctrine of Ba/aam, who 
taught Fornication, c. unleſs we can plain- 
ly and expelly prove it ſo. Such Language 
as this has ſtrangely divided our Spirits, and 
hardned our Hearts one towards another. 
| 10. If we would live in Peace, let us 
make the beſt conſtruction of one another's 
Words and Actions. Charity judges thz | 
belt, and ir- thiuks no evil. If Words © 
and Actions may be well conſtrued, 
> | ler us never put an ill conſtruction upon. 
them. How much has the Peace of Chri- 
ET fag” 7 ſtians _- 2 


Separation. 


ſtians been broken by unchatitable Interpret- 


ing Words and Actions ? As ſome lay to the 
charge of others, what they never ſaid; fo 
by ſtraining Mens Words, others lay to their 
charge that they never thought. 


11. Be willing to hear, and obey thoſe 


that God by his Providence has ſet Over you; 


this is a great means to preſerve the Unity 
and Peace of Churches: but when Men(nay, 
ſometimes Women). ſhalt uſurp Authority, 
and think themſelves wiſer than their Tea- 


chers, no wonder if they run into Conten- 


tions and Parties, and ſay they are not free 
to hear thoſe whom the Church thinks fit to 


ſpeak to them. This is the firſt ſtep to 


Schiſm, and.is often attended with a hoful 
V p 


12. If you would keep the Unity of the 


| Spirit! in the Bond of Peace, be mindful, that 


the God whom we ſerva, is a God of Peace, 
and your Saviour is a Prince of Peace; that 


bis Ways are Pleaſantneſs, and all his Paths 
are Peace; that Chriſt was ſent to give 


Light to them that fir in Darkneſs, and in 
the ſhadow of Death, and to guide our 


2 Feet! in the way of Peace. 


13. Conſider the oneneſs of Spirit among 


"WM the Enemies of Religion; tho' they differ 
* One other — yer” they: will agree 


to 


ee 


eee ww, 7 W, 


"2 ww”. 


0 


* 4 z 9+ * 
F 


4 [ . 
. + * 3 
1 * =® 
* FI. - 
p Wag 
* 
4 


+ 


* 888 


— 
* 


te 
—"- 


: - © 2 * #4, c n g þ =; : ag * Ir 2 _ br s ; ; 1 
Ge : > * 45 n a 
1 1 7— 5 . 2 . 5 . 9 1 » "61 
— 4 » f - AF) 4 4 « <4 N N b : P 
| 2 , 4 "th. he? Wl 3 - * 1 j 
pate * $ > „ 
„ 5 * . 7 ” * . : . 7 
| ACL | *þ 7 
A 4 Y f K n y 9 3 is 
try 
— # 
= AR + 


— 


at this turn. Shall the Devil's Kingdom be 


. ” a 
2 N 
* 4 ge N 
yy x CERN 
7 = PF E 
* 3 A Ws x 
% - 8 2 
<3, * 3 * 
* 


; 


3-5 

to perſecute, and extirpate Religion out g 

the Earth: the Devils in the Air, in the Earth 
in Hell, and in the World, do all make on 


* 
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united, and Chriſt's be divided? Shall the 


Devils join to drive on the Deſign of dam- 


ning Men, and Chriſtians not unite to carry 


on the great Deſign of ſaving of them? Shall 
the Papiſts agrge to carry on their Intereſt, 
notwithitanding the multicudes of Orders, 
Degrees and Differences among them? and 


ſhafl not thoſe chat call themſelves Reform- 
ed Chutchss.,unite, to carry on the Common 


Intereſt of Chriſt in the World, notwith- 


' ſtanding ſome petty and diſputable Diffe- 
rences among them? Quarrels about Retr- 
Sion (as one obſerves) were /ins not named 
among the Gentiles. What a ſhame is it 
then for Chriſtians to abound in them, eſpe- 
cially conſidering the nature of Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, arid what large Proviſions the Aus 


thor of it has made to keep its Profeſſors in 
Peace? Inſomuch that it is next to a Mira- 
cle, that ever any (eſpecially the Profeſ. 
; ſors of it) ſhould fall out about it. 


14. Conſider and remember, that the Judge 


ſtands at the Door; let this molerare our 
Spirits, thar the Lord is at hand. What a fd 
Account will they have to make when he 
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5 e and to make the Way TY 
bis Kingdom natrower than ever he made 
* Ft? Let me Cloſe. all in the words of 
8 = Bt... Paul, 2 Cor. 13 12.11. Finally, Brethren, . 
FFerewer; «be. er felt, be of gved Comfort, be” 
one Min, liut in Peace, and Zh God 4 
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IX 1 have ed this to thy Hand, in 
= ſame. Order and Method in which it was 
Festes, and almaſt in the fame Words, without 
any Diminiſhings, « or conſiderable Enlarginps, une. 
| >: Ai be in the fourteen laſt Particulars; upon 
1 ae of which, I have made ſome Enlargements, - 
5 ich I gguld not then do for want of time; But 
dhe SubfMince of every-one of them, was then laid 
down in the ſame particular Order as here thou 
aft them. And now--Þhave done, I doubt not 
Wie the Words of a moderate Man on the like 
a) it will fre with me, as it doth COMMON | 
| BY With Him that parts 4 Fray; both Parties may 
perhaps drive at ine for wiſhing them no 
8 N Pęace: NT Ambition of the publick . 
gJniliey of che Church of God, Thope will carry 
|; 2 we thro: theſe Hazärds; let both 2 me, ſo their 
i Quarrels: cœaſe, Hl yejoyce in the 8 . 
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